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SOF 1997 Convention Update 


S OFs 18th annual Convention blasts 
off (pun intended) 2-5 October, 1997, 
in Las Vegas, Nev. Last year, it was 
SOF who got “blasted.” First, in May, the 
Sands Hotel notified us that they were going 
to demolish the hotel. 

Then, our replacement 
hotel, the Hacienda, 
advised us during the 
summer that we could 
not hold our pool-side 
social events since they 
were terminating cater¬ 
ing services prior to 
blowing up that location 
in December. 

We’ve resolved that 
problem by moving back 
to the Sahara Hotel, which has the requisite 
pool-side facilities for participatory events, 
pugil-stick contests and socializing. 

We’re also excited about auctioning the 
guns from B & B Sales, North Hollywood, 
Calif., that were so adeptly used by the Los 
Angeles Police Department to blow away 
the perps of the North Hollywood bank 
robbery. 

The requirement for additional firepower 
during the firefight became evident when the 
LAPD realized that their 9mms were not 
penetrating the body armor worn by the bank 
robbers. The cops raced to B & B, where 
they “drafted into service” four .223 
Bushmaster XM 15-E25 rifles; one .223 
Eagle Arms Custom rifle; and two 12-gauge 
Remington 11-87 shotguns, as well as 40 
loaded 30-round magazines and numerous 
boxes of shotgun slugs. Once up-gunned, the 
LAPD quickly dispatched the thugs. (See 
“Firepower From The People,” June ’97.) 

A detective who had used one of the 
Bushmaster rifles in the shootout was so 
impressed that he insisted on purchasing it. 
Bob Kahn, owner of B & B, reports, “He 
had the serial number written down and said, 
‘I want that gun!’ ” B & B will have these 
guns on display at the SOF Consumer/Trade 


Show at the Sands Convention Center, Las 
Vegas, 3-5 October 1997. The auction will 
take place at the Saturday night banquet, at 
which a “surprise” Hollywood personality 
will serve as “presenter.” 

We’re delighted to 
report that the hundreds 
of exhibitors from last 
year will be joined by 
Colt, Brownell’s, Hom- 
ady and Olympic Arms. 
The show is shaping up 
as absolutely the biggest 
and best in our 18-year 
history. We have limited 
booth and table space 
available, so I urge you 
to quickly hop aboard 
before we’re sold out! 

For up-to-date information on our gala 
event, check our website (at http://www.sof- 
mag.com). 

For information on exhibiting at the SOF 
Consumer/Trade Show and at the SOF 
Convention contact immediately: 

SOF Convention 

P.O. Box 693 
Boulder, CO 80306 
Telephone: 303/444-4812, ext. 8 

On another matter, I want to thank all the 
NRA members who voted for me and the 
slate of candidates I supported in the last 
NRA Board election. I came in third with 
72,149 votes and was beaten only by Steve 
Homady with 73,302 and Jeff Cooper with 
72,173. It is interesdng to note that Neal 
Knox, who was defeated by Charlton 
Heston for the position of 1st Vice- 
President, came in 23rd out of 27 seats. 

Frankly, I think the results of these elec¬ 
tions saved the NRA. That’s certainly the 
feeling I get from industry and Capitol Hill. 

Once again, thanks for your support. I 
look forward to seeing you in Las Vegas! ^ 
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Leave it to The Military Book Club ® to supply you with the kind of books you’ve been 
itching to read. • Combat stories that pull no punches. • Action-packed reports that 
tell it like it really was. • Bolt-by-bolt inspections of the “hardware” of war. 

The Military Book Club has a whole arsenal for you. Why not fire off our coupon today? 


$40.00 4085 
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Take 4 for 98 ° 


with membership 


6 REASONS TO JOIN NOW: 1. Joining is easy. Start 
with 4 books for 98$. Your bill (including shipping and handling) will come when 
membership is confirmed. 2. Your satisfaction is guaranteed. If you’re not 
happy with your 4 books, return them within 10 days at our expense. Your mem¬ 
bership will be canceled; you’ll owe nothing. 3. Save up to 30% off publishers 1 
hardcover edition prices. Just pick at least 4 more books at our regular low 
prices during your membership. Take up to 2 years! Then you may resign any 
time. 4. Extra bonus! Take a 5th book now for $4.99, plus shipping and han¬ 
dling, and reduce your membership agreement to only 3 books. 5. A FREE Club 
Magazine comes to you up to 17 times a year. Each reviews the Featured Book 
Selections plus dozens of alternate books. Some are exclusive Club editions you 
won’t find anywhere else. Every book we offer is a high-quality, full-text edition, 
sometimes altered in size to fit special presses. Look for up to 2 special issues a 
year with super selections and more discounts. 6. Ordering is risk-free. 
Featured Book Seiections are sent to you automatically. To cancel—or order 
other books—simply mail in your Member Reply Form by the marked date. 
Shipping and handling (plus sales tax, where applicable) is added to each order. 
You’ll always have 10 days to decide. If your Member Reply Form is late and 
unwanted books arrive, please return them at our expense. 

Prices shown are tor publishers’ hardcover editions. 

Club hardcover editions save you up to 307a. 

Prices shown were current at press time. 

+Softcover ++Rction x Special edition exclusively for Club members. 



MAIL TO: The Military Book Club 
6550 East 30th Street 
P.0. Box 6357 

Indianapolis, IN 46206-6357 


Please write book 
numbers here: 


C YES! Please enroll me in The Military Book Club 
according to the risk-free membership plan described in this 
ad. Send me the 4 BOOKS I’ve indicated. Bill me just 98$, 
plus shipping and handling. 


SAVE EVEN MORE! Send me this book now 
and reduce my commitment to 3 books. Bill me 
an added $4,99, plus shipping and handling. 

Mr./Mrs. 


(write book number) 


88028 


96 


42 


Address 


(ptMM prirf) 

Ant. 

City 


State 

ZIP 

TeleDhone. Diease (_ 




Members accepted In U.SA only. Sales tax added where applicable. We reserve the right to reject any application. SOF 8/97 
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OUT, LIKE FLINN? 

Are they really trying to drum Lt. Flinn 
out of the Air Force for a little extra-curric¬ 
ular dalliance? If they did this to every 
armed forces officer who ever strayed (or, 
even only those who got caught), the cur¬ 
rent military downsizing would be accom¬ 
plished with no further effort from the 
Pentagon! What are the chances she’s just 
taking the heat for being a female bomber 
pilot in a cockpit turf battle? 

Anne Droid 

Colorado Springs, Colorado 

Your point is well taken, in that histori¬ 
cally the commonest way of handling offi¬ 
cers caught breaking the “adultery” por¬ 
tion of their code is that they are told to “go 
and sin no more,” assuming there were no 
complicating factors. After all, even in a 
UCMJ context, the fair-play ethic from 
which Americans suffer makes us hesitant to 
cast the first stone. However the Flinn case 
involves not only simple adultery, pretty low 
on the scale, but also not being honest 
about it, which is somewhat higher on the 
scale. Not only do officers never get a little 
on the side, you understand, they never lie, 
either. As for being a turf battle, would you 
try and kick out of your cockpit someone 
accused as Lt. Flinn? Damned if we would! 


RASOR SHARP 

I wanted to take a 
long-overdue opportunity 
to thank you for your 
support regarding Jim 
Pate’s “Why is Clinton 
Afraid Of The Green 
Berets?” While this piece 
appears to be part of a 
larger focus of not blind¬ 
ly allowing self-appointed SF mafioso to 
wrestle control of the Special Forces legacy 
and relegate it to the trash dump of history 
— it also saved my ass. 

This SOF article was singularly respon¬ 
sible for the Bones and Rambos backing off 
in June of ’96. In fact SOF was downloaded 
from a Pentagon system and this particular 
article was attached as part of my paper¬ 
work at the Department of the Army level 
for review by the Secretary of the Army. It 
is actually an enclosure on my separation 
paperwork! 

Mostly, I want to thank you and ask you 
to continue the great work. While there are 
fortunately others out there who are aware 
of the festering disease in the ranks, few 


have the access and qualifications as does 
SOF. Thanks again. 

Ed Rasor 
(former SFC, SF) 


PULLING THE FLAGSTONES OFF 
WANNABES 

Glad to see more exposes on the warrior 
wannabes. If everyone who says they 
served in ’Nam did so then we should have 
had overwhelming force on the ground to 
beat the communists. I followed in my dad’s 
footsteps and enlisted in the Navy in 1966, 
went to boot and gunnery school at the 
Lakes. Assigned to an ammo ship, we bust¬ 
ed our butts resupplying the fleet on the 
coast of Vietnam. Not once did my ship¬ 
mates and I see the country but we feel we 
did our part. My brother was a Bird-Dog 
pilot at the time, our dad was in WW II in 
the Pacific, my wife was in the Air Force 
and my brother’s wife was Army. 

I’ve never regretted my service and 
respect any grunt, sailor, airman and even 
the REMFs who served in-country. Keep up 
the good work. Our whole family enjoys 
reading your magazine. 

J.D. & Karen Rahn 

Gibsonton, Florida 


THE HUMAN ELEMENT 

I am pretty much your average reader — 
male, 42, Navy vet. National Guard mem¬ 
ber, been to college, have a few guns, etc. 

I like SOF a lot — the special articles. 


Clinton updates, editor’s columns, I Was 
There; but I have two complaints: 

You use too much space and get too 
technical when evaluating firearms. 

You do not have enough of the human 
element — how about each month a short 
biography or autobiography of a true-life 
soldier of fortune or mercenary? Maybe 
Policeman of the Month with his favorite 
stories or Chesty Puller or Hathcock on oth¬ 
ers we haven’t heard of — people you know 
who were killed in the line of duty ... some¬ 
one we could admire and use as a role 
model? Also, more artwork. 

Paul Walther 

San Antonio, Texas 

Glad to hear from you, and thanks for 
your input. For “lite” gun stories there's 
always the popular gun press. There are two 
reasons we do the in-depth ordnance sto¬ 
ries: Firstly they need to be done and 
nobody else covers this important ground; 
secondly, we have the expertise of Peter 
Kokalis to weave into these critiques, and 
he's as good as it gets in his field. 

As for human interest, that's always an 
important facet of SOF stories, which are 
usually written in the first person by people 
going and doing. Regular features on such 
topics as MOH recipients are under editorial 
consideration, since real heroes seldom tell 
their own stories. Other reader's thoughts? 


GUN RIGHTS, UP IN SMUKE? 

The papers are buzzing over the federal 
judge who rilled the Food and Drug 
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SURVEILLANCE AND INVESTIGATION AIDS 


BLACKTRACKING 
—THE VIDEO 

Howto follow anyone, anywhere. 

The first hands-on, hard and 
fast guide to the black arts 
of physical surveillance 
and counter surveillance. 

Includes: Side-by- 
side comparisons of 6 of the 
world’s best electronic automobile track¬ 
ing systems, including the latest FBI unit. 

Covert black bumper beepers that graphically dis¬ 
play—exactly, instantly—where the target vehicle is, or where 
it has been, in the past few days, where it stopped, how long it 
was parked in any given location anywhere in the United States. 
Low cost, computerized tracking units for cars, packages, 
people, or your favorite animal. Which, where, why, and how 
much. Amazing unseen optical systems, infrared vs. thermal 
viewers... 

Simple countermeasures to keep your car or body tracker- 
free, plus a conversation with MOSSAD—an agent shows ex¬ 
actly how to tell if you are under surveillance and how to lose 
the watchers. $59.95 

VIDEO II 
B AND E A TO Z 

It's been exactly 10 years since 
the best seiling lock opening 
and entry tape ever was pro¬ 
duced. About time for the 
fotlow-up, don't you think? 

VIDEO II—B and E 
A to Z. Brand new, state of the 
art tools, tricks, and techniques for 
picking, bypassing, and opening buildings, 
locks, and automobiles. Technology so new you 
will think it's part magic. 

Smart Opens—fantastic tools that open most doors regard¬ 
less of the type offock, on-site tests of three automatic garage 
door openers, comparisons of 5 electronic picks, a new pick 
set that lets you go where no man has gone before, latest tips 
to improve jwpicking hit rate, how to pick Ace (tubular) locks, 
nifty new automobile openers, alarm defeaters, security bar 
opening tricks, plus much more! 

Swat Openings—Speed vs. damage, from bombs to pad¬ 
lock poppers—getting in with speed and a degree of finesse. 

What's New, What's Hot. Where to Get It and How to Use It. 
VIDEO II B AND E A TO Z. Graphics, cutaway views, good 
stuff. 1 hr 10 min. $59.95 

THE STING 

The Sting Disappearing Ink. Reverse engineered from a 
Russian formula by an American chemist this “magic’’ ink van¬ 
ishes completely from bank grade paper several hours after 
it is applied. The higher the grade of paper the better it works 
(not for use on recycled, cheap paper or on cardboard). Don’t 
leave a paper trail on hotel registers or other tracking docu¬ 
ments. Disappearing ink comes in an attractive designer roller 
ball-type pen that will provide up to an entire year of fun. Sold 
for entertainment purposes only. $69.95 

FIRST TIME 
OFFERED TO THE 
PUBLIC! HOW TO 
GET ANYTHING 
ON ANYBODY— 

THE NEWSLETTER 
Written by Lee Lapin. People/asset 
tracking, surveillance, ID changing, 
secrets, sources, too timely for a book. 

Best $89.00 you’ll ever spend (1 year subscription) 




PAGER 1 

These are the same units em¬ 
ployed by government agencies 
and damn near every Television 
network around. Next time you 
watch an “undercover* TV show 
impress your date by explaining 
which hidden camera they are 
using... 

Pager 1 puts a sub minia¬ 
ture video camera inside a per¬ 
fectly normal pager. Clip it on your bell, jacket, briefcase or lay 
it on the desk, run the tiny output cable to a recorder or trans¬ 
mitter and you’ll capture any scene in real time and TV quality. 

380 lines, 5 lux, 12 VDC, existing on/off switch controls 
power and activates any compatible recorder. 12 gauge, flex¬ 
ible cable for easy hiding. $495.00—audio + $150.00, color 
+ $300.00 

Watch Cam , Video Sunglasses , and 
Mini Video Recorder also available. 

See our new catalog!! 


Receive a copy 
of the video B&E-2 
FREE with every 
Cobra order! 


COBRA PRO 

Cobra Pro electronic lock pick. We’ve sold them all and the 
Cobra is still the best by far. Over the past 10 years we’ve sold 
Cobras to police agencies, locksmiths, intelligence agents and 
other professionals. Designed by the inventor of electronic lock 
picking the Cobra Pro features a more powerful motor, 
replaceable/rechargeable hot packs, Halogen light to illumi¬ 
nate the key way, rubber grips, improved picks, sturdy case, 
instructional video. Opens 90% of all locks in seconds. The 
Cobra Pro is simply the best pick ever. Comes with a lifetime 
warranty. $699.00 


OUR BEST BOOK EVER! 

How To Locate And: Research Anyone - Research Anyone’s 
Assets - Bug Anyone - Tap Any Phone - Conduct Video Sur¬ 
veillance - Install The Latest Counter Measures - Hire ex-CIA/ 
KGB Agents - Real Inside Secrets... 

Plus the latest in Night Vision, howto order satellite photo¬ 
graphs of anywhere on earth, find best book sources from CIA 
publications to ID changing, private detective schools, best 
newsletters, courses and associations, latest B & E tricks. “Rec¬ 
ommended* (or hated) by CIA directors and station heads, the 
world's most famous private detective, KGB officers. Lee Lapin 
does it again! The Whole Spy Catalog, 440 pages $44.95. 


ENCYCLOPEDIA OF ALTERED 
AND FALSE IDENTIFICATION 

John Q. Newman & Trent Sands. Different aspects of false and 
counterfeit identity documents including state ID’s driver’s li¬ 
censes, Green cards, military documents, passports birth 
records and social security numbers. State-by-state verifica¬ 
tion procedures, who checks what, why some ID's pass and 
others fail, how fake papers are manufactured. A very good 
treatise for anyone concerned with ID scams. $19.95 

BIRTH CERTIFICATE 
& SSN FRAUD 

—Anonymous. A timely update to the old concept of adopting 
someone else's identity. Where the system still works, updates 
in the birth certificate issuing process, how to tell if an SS card 
is valid, and other inside information. $19.95. 

THE COVERT 
CATALOG 

Surreptitious Supplies? Sur¬ 
veillance, counter surveillance, 
audio surveillance, video surveil¬ 
lance, people trackers, covert 
entry equipment, night vision, 
cellular interception, covert video 
cameras, and scramblers. CC is 
THE MASTER list of information 
suppliers, specialized newslet¬ 
ters, OEM lock picks, reverse engineers, Spy Shops, alternate 
ID’s, program crackers, and much more. The Covert Catalog 
provides hundreds of addresses, sample pages, catalog prices 
and recommendations that will save you money on everything 
from break-in books to undetectable bugs. $34.95. 


Don't mistake us for another “spy shop.* Get our product cata¬ 
log of the world’s most amazing surveillance, countermeasures, 
and investigative resources absolutely FREE. 

Please include $6.00 shipping on all orders. California resi¬ 
dents 8% sales tax. 

Call 1 -415-513-5549. Credit cards accepted for all books and 
videos. Check or money order for other products. Catalog FREE. 

INTELLIGENCE INCORPORATED 
2228 S EL CAMINO, #349D 
SAN MATEO, CA 94403 

+ $6 shipping. CA residents include 8% tax. 

(Checks held for clearance.) 


THI COVERT 
CATALOG 
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Administration can regulate tobacco as a 
drug because it is addictive ... 

To non-smokers this is no big deal, but 
it’s just a prelude to declaring tobacco a 
controlled substance, like marijuana. For 
smokers, it is a major attack on their rights. 

Smokers will probably be allowed to 
continue to smoke, but they will pay big- 
time. They will be forced to declare them¬ 
selves addicted to a controlled substance 
and in so doing, they will find their Second 
Amendment right “to keep and bear arms” 
revoked. 

One of the first questions on a Form 
4473, that you must answer when you pur¬ 
chase a gun, is “are you addicted to a con¬ 
trolled substance.” With that simple little 
question 50 million smokers will be disen¬ 
franchised from their gun rights. They may 
not even be able to keep the guns they 
already own. 

The government doesn’t care if you 
smoke. The tax revenue from tobacco adds 
heavily to the budget, but they are going to 
make you choose between your guns and 
your addiction. 

Will there be a public outcry? It is doubt¬ 
ful. We are a nation of sheep. 

Message to smokers: If you want to keep 
smoking, join the NRA! 

Michael A. Pacer 

Glendora, California 


Unless you favor lip and lung cancer, 
using tobacco is a hard practice to justify, 
which is precisely why it is under govern¬ 
ment attack. Not for health reasons, but to 
get Americans used to the idea of being told 
what to do by a wiser power. The last thing 
big government wants is for everybody to 
quit smoking. They'd lose a pile of tax rev¬ 
enue of course, but the bigger reason is that 
smokers don't live long enough past their 
productive years to collect the socialist 
security the government has relieved them 
of over a lifetime, and when they go it's usu¬ 
ally from fast-moving cancer or a heart 
attack, which spares the Medicare coffers. 


BUCK HELICOPTERS ... 

BUCK PLOTS? 

My sources advise that on March 04, 97 
at least 12 U.S. Army 
Blackhawk [sic] chop¬ 
pers loaded with dozens 
of Army SpecOps per¬ 
sonnel flew into 
Charlotte, N.C. and con¬ 
ducted secret urban 
training. When they 
occupied a vacant high- 
rise apartment building, practice gunfire 
could be heard. My source also advised, that 
he personally observed the entire mock-up 
city at Camp Pendleton. The Army has a 


project called “M.O.U.T” which stands for 
Military Operations Urban Tactics [sic]. 

Supposedly they are Delta Forces train¬ 
ing for Urban Terrorists. I do see a need to 
train for the possibility of a terrorist situa¬ 
tion in the U.S., but so far all we’ve seen has 
been Waco’s. 

Well, I guess the Blackhawk threat is 
alive and well. 

Love your mag. 

Spider 

via E-Mail 

The gist of what your source advises is 
probably true. SOF has done stories on 
MOUT (Military Operations In Urban 
Terrain) training (May '94, May '95), 
Delta training as you describe (Feb. '97) 
and various aspects of “Black Helicopters” 
(Aug. '95) that may or may not be Delta, 
Customs, New World Order or [fill in the 
blank]. When an organization is tasked 
with our personal and national well-being, 
we're all for them getting the absolute best 
training and equipment. What gives some 
pause, however, is concern that these elite 
forces, driven by agenda politics of some 
interests in Washington, may “meet the 
enemy, and he is us.” Incidentally, as we 
reported, the ATF received [probably ille¬ 
gal] MOUT Gaining from Army Special 
Forces prior to the ill-fated Waco debacle. 




IF YOU WANT PROOF THAT THE NEW BENCHMADE B3DS IS THE STRONGEST, 
sharpest LIGHTWEIGHT FOLDING KNIFE AVAILABLE ANYWHERE JUST 
COMPARE IT’S FEATURES TO ANY OTHER KNIFE ON THE MARKET, THEN 
VISIT YOUR DEALER AND SEE FOR YOURSELF. 

DEMAND THE BEST! DEMAND BENCHMADE! 



MODEL 830 WITH BLACK POCKET CLIP 


BENCHMADE 


FOR THE 1997 BENCHMADE CATALOG SEND $2.00 TO: 
BENCHMADE KNIFE COMPANY INC. 

300 BEAVERCREEK ROAD 
DEPT. SF 

OREGON CITY, OREGON 97045 U.S.A. 

VOICE: (503) - 655 - 6004 
FAX: (503) - 655 - 6223 

URL: http://www.benchmade.coin 

E-MAIL inffo@benchmade.com FOR THE WORLD 


MADE BN 

USA 


MOOCL B3a MADE IN THE U.S.A. BY BENCHMADE KNIFE COMPANY UNDID LICENSING AOHCEMCNT WITH SPYOERCoft (NO. 
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V\1M MM Model 
MM* M\ 1895 
Limited Edition— 
“One of 250 ” 


Length: 41 
Barrel length: 24" 

Weight: 8 lbs. 

Caliber: .30-06 Springfield 
Engraving: Completely by 
[Mating, 24-Karat Gold 
Edition him it: Otrilv 


j To safely display and protect your investment, a custom-built 
I American Walnut Display Case, with a locking glass lid, is avail- 
I able. Easily wall mounted or displayed flat, it features a form-fit- 
1 ted hunter green velvet lining and I.D. plaque. Size: 49" x 11" x 4". 


During his legendary 
East African Safari of 
1909-1910,Teddy 
Roosevelt, shot his 
Winchester Model 1895 
rifle more often than 
any other 

Now, the Theodore 
Roosevelt Winchester 
Model 1895 Limited 
Edition honors one of 
the most dynamic Americans who ever lived 
while memorializing one of the most impor¬ 
tant safaris in history and adding to the col¬ 
orful history of Winchester collecting. 


I ith current-day politics, try to find a leader 
like Teddy Roosevelt...or a Winchester 
Model 1895. They are emblematic of a 
bygone era. 

Yes, the rifle T.R. and his son, Kermit, fired the 
most on that legendary East African Safari of 1909- 
1910 was the Winchester Model 1895. He called it 
"my beloved " and "faithful" Winchester. 

T.R.'s Safari to East Africa 

Teddy Roosevelt served virtually two full terms as 
President With a wide range of interests and at only 
50 years of age, he decided not to seek a third term. 
Instead, he opted to take his son on a year-long safari 
to East Africa. 

He was filled with the thought of discovering new 
varieties of animals and bagging specimens for 
museum use. He led the expedition into the interior 
for the National Museum of Natural History of the 
Smithsonian Institution. He brought them 296 big 
game animals, including nine lions. The skin of 
every animal he shot was preserved for the Museum; 
many are the ones you see today. 

Limited Edition: Only 250 

Now, and only briefly, a very special collector's 
edition of his famous Winchester Model 1895 is back, 
but for only 250 firearms collectors in the world. 

The Model 1895 was the first successful box mag¬ 
azine, lever-action rifle ever produced; it was the first 
designed to fire the then-new "smokeless" high- 


powered rifle cartridges. 

Genuine Winchester 

This is a genuine Winchester, with the classic 
Winchester trademark on the barrel. All the deluxe 
museum-quality embellishment make it a prized 
addition to the finest collection of Winchesters—old 
or new. 

A "Work of Art" 
Hand-Engraved in Gold, Steel 
and Walnut 

Each is an individually-created work of art, spe¬ 
cially engraved with its own registry number 
between TR001 and TR250 and each fires .30-06 
ammunition from its four-round box magazine. 

But, as investors and collectors will recognize and 
appreciate, this "Work Of Art" also takes on the char¬ 
acter of a "Work of Jewelry," as all steel components 
of this Museum-Quality Edition are minor polished 
to a level worthy of inclusion in the finest museums 
and private collections. 

Following hours of skilled polishing, each scal¬ 
loped frame, lever, and box magazine is individually 
engraved, completely by hand {not etched or rolled 
marked), including his signature and his unique 
monogram. Both sides are covered. The frame, lever, 
butt plate and magazine are then richly plated with 
genuine 24-Karat Gold—to "Jeweler's Grade-Heavy" 
standards. 

The barrel is custom polished to a minor finish 
and blued to a gleaming high-gloss black. 

Each Schnabel forearm and straight-grip stock is 
carefully selected American Walnut with exquisite, 
classic H-style checkering and finished to a deluxe 
high gloss. The gleaming focal point of the buttstock 
is the Presidential Seal inlay with his initials, T.R., as 
made famous on the Holland & Holland rifle he also 
carried with him on that Safari. Taken from a hand- 
engraved master, it is 24-Karat Gold plating over fine 
pewter. 

A numbered Certificate of Authenticity accompa¬ 
nies your Winchester attesting to the edition limit, 
registry number, the hand engraving and the purity 
of the 24-Karat Gold plating. 

How To Reserve 

The "Theodore Roosevelt Winchester Model 
1895" is available exclusively through The American 
Historical Foundation. A small deposit is all that is 
needed to reserve, and a convenient monthly pay¬ 
ment plan is available. With your reservation, you 
© AHF MCMXCVII 


will be made a Member. 

To reserve, please call our Member Relations staff, 
toll free at 1-800-368-8080,24 hours a day, seven days 
a week; or return the enclosed Reservation; or visit 
"Columbia", circa 1817, our National Historic 
Landmark Headquarters and Museums. Satisfaction 
is fully guaranteed or you may return this 
Winchester within 30 days for a complete refund. 

If you do not have a Federal Firearms License, our 
Member Relations Staff will help coordinate deliv¬ 
ery with you through your local FFL holder after we 
have received your reservation. 

Other types of firearms were made famous the 
world over, but the lever was uniquely American. 
Only 250 Roosevelt Winchesters are being hand-built 
for all the Winchester collectors and Teddy Roosevelt 
admirers in the world. Your prompt call, today or 
tonight, is urged to secure one of these investment- 
grade museum pieces, satisfaction guaranteed. 


RESERVATION 

Satisfaction guaranteed or return within 30 days for a full refund 
Yes, please enter my reservation for the 1895 Teddy Roosevelt 
Winchester Limited Edition(s) selected below. I understand each 
is accompanied by a Certificate of Authenticity attesting to the edi¬ 
tion limit of 250, worldwide , special registry number, hand-engrav¬ 
ing and the purity of the 24-Karat Gold plating. 

□ My deposit (or credit card authorization) of $195 per Winchester 
is enclosed. Please charge □ or invoice □ the balance due 
prior to delivery in ten monthly payments of $330 or in folia 

□ My full payment (or credit card authorization) of $3,495 per 
Winchester is enclosed. 

□ Please add the optional Walnut Display Case, adding $249 to 
my payment 

'Iflcancel my reservation prior to delivery I will receive a foil refund less 
a commissioning fee of $195 per rifle. 

□ Check or money order enclosed. 

□ Please charge: Visa □, MC □, Am. Ex. □, Discover Card. 

□ Please personalize my rifle at $29; send the Engraving Form. 


Card No. 


—Exp- 


Signature 


Virginia residents please add 45% sales tax. 


Name _ 
Address . 


Daytime Telephone: (_i v - > J _ 

The American Historical Foundation 

1142 WEST GRACE STREET RICHMOND, VIRGINIA 23220 
(804) 353-1812 PAX: (804) 359-4895 httpJ/wujw.ahfrichmond.com 
E-MAIL: ahf&richmond.infi.net 

TOLL FREE: 1-800-368-8080 
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TELL HIM YOU TOLD HIM SO 

One of my liberal neighbors was held up 
by some scumbag in a parking lot in L.A. 
The gunman demanded his cash and the after 
my neighbor complied he was shot twice in 
the chest. Being very overweight along with 
bad shot placement and a .380 auto, he lived. 

After recovering from his ordeal he 
bought a handgun — something liberals are 
not supposed to do. After picking up his 
9mm SIG (good choice for an angry liber¬ 
al), he loaded it up and went back to work in 
L.A. He was later pulled over for speeding. 
Being a good citizen, he told the police offi¬ 
cer “hey, I have a loaded 9mm handgun in 
here.” Well, us right-wingers know better 
than to say such a thing to a police officer 
walking up to our vehicle, but before our 
armed liberal had a chance to fully explain, 
he found himself prone on the hot pavement 
with a gun in his face and a knee in his back. 

He was then hooked up and taken to jail. 
His brand new car was impounded and he 
now has no handgun. But now has a crimi¬ 
nal record. My liberal neighbor said, “how 
could this happen to me. I was just trying to 
protect myself. How can they treat people 
like this just for owning a handgun.” He 
said he’s going to join the NRA and will 
vote only Republican from now on. This x- 
liberal has definitely been bom again hard. 

Mark W. Baumgartner 

Upland, California 


COVERT CRITICISM 

How hilarious was the debunking of 
“Covert Warrior: Overt Fantasy” by Captain 
Larry Bailey, USN (Ret.). The only thing 
funnier was the attitude of the good Captain 
that he heard every butterfly fart that was let 
in Southeast Asia during this war. 

Do not misunderstand me: The Captain 
is probably one helluva SEAL; the SEALs 
have my deepest respect and admiration. 
They’ve earned and deserve every honor 
rendered them and MORE. 

But the idea that Captain Bailey NEVER 
heard of “Basket Orders,” never saw or 
used “flash paper,” never heard of “second¬ 
ing” via TAD/TDY/TEMDU orders to vari¬ 
ous agencies and groups who never existed 
and were never there and did nothing of 
which they’ve been accused is laughable at 
best; alarming at worst. 

Next thing, we’ll have Capt. Bailey 
denying the SOG, “Air America,” that one 
hanger [sic] at Tan Son Nhut that few peo¬ 
ple could get near to or inside of, the 
DeHavilland flights over large expanses of 
green, odd people doing odd things, and that 
the “Phoenix Program” never happened nor 
existed; nor was William Egan You-Know- 
Who Station Chief in Saigon back in — 
well, never mind. And I guess Capt. Bailey 
never “lost” any documents? Nor “sani¬ 
tized” a record? If so, his halo must fit tight¬ 
ly indeed! 

By the way Captain: All it took in 1970 


to generate a DD-214 that said whatever 
you wanted it to say was an IBM Selectric 
with an OCR ball plus a handful of blank 
forms — and a yeoman who could keep his 
mouth shut. In 1997, it takes an HP Scanner 
and a cheap computer. Hell, Captain, even 
GRAMMAR school students are forging 
and printing counterfeit money when Mom 
and Dad aren’t watching! 

And no, sir. I claim nothing; I admit to 
nothing; I wear neither a black nor green 
beret. Refer to Amendment Five of U.S. 
Constitution. 

Sincerely (if not totally respectfully) 
yours, 

Walter E. Murdock 

Lieutenant Commander 

(MUSTANG-Electronics) 

U.S. Navy Disability Retired (300%) 

Wonder why debunkers make some peo¬ 
ple so nervous. Aside from some of the just 
plain laughable gaffs in the book , Capt. 
Bailey did not say such covert units did not 
exist — he just said the author of this book 
demonstrably was not part of them. Such 
covert operations have been the subject of 
articles dozens of times in this magazine — 
but written in the first person only when the 
author was there in real life, not his mind’s 
eye. You had to find a yeoman to type your 
phony DD-214? What did you say your dis¬ 
ability was? 





WORLD'S LARGEST STOCKING DISTRIBUTOR OF L 


N A ND OTHER HIGH QUALITY NIG 


„ G e<N 

(610) 391-9105 e-mail: xcalibur@ptdprolog.net FAX (610) 391-9220 


PO BOX 400, FOGELSVILLE, PA 18051-0400 


EAGLE EYES 

Military-Style Goggle 

I ♦Great for Nighttime Navigation 
| ♦Hands-Free Operation; Headstrap 
Included 

[♦Stereoscopic Vision Provides 
Depth Perception 
I *As Low As $1,995 




FROM 

EXCALIBUR 








AMERICAN EAGLE 

The "Original" Pocketscope 

♦Excellent for Surveillance and 
Photography 

♦Hand-Heid/Camera Adaptable 
♦Lens Options Allow Long & 
Short Range Photos & Video 
♦As Low As $995 


EAGLE SPIRIT 

Night Weapon Sight 


♦Perfect for Hunting Nocturnal 
Varmints 

♦Weaver Adapter Included 
♦Adjustable Elevation and 
Windage 

♦As Low As $1,595 


STRIKE EAGLE 

Day/Night Weapon Aimer 


♦ Daylight, Red-Dot Aiming 
♦Weaver Adapter Included 
♦Night Vision Laser Aiming to 
1,000 Meters 

♦Shown with Optional 3X Lens 
♦As Low As $1,695 
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THE ART OF 
THE RIFLE 


ART»f the 

RIFLE 


BOOKS 





by Jeff Cooper 

“Pick up a rifle and you change instantly from a subject to a citi¬ 
zen," says author Jeff Cooper But before a rifle can be a tool of 
power, you must know how to use it well. Armed forces have 
almost abandoned the idea of serious riflecraft, and with the 
increasing urbanization of the world, fewer and fewer people 
grow up honing their skills with firearms. It is time to set forth 
the art of the rifle before it becomes a thing of the past and something very important is lost 
forever. And what better person to do this than Jeff Cooper? He is America’s foremost rifle 
instructor, the founder of Gunsite Academy and the International Pistol Institute and the 
author of the classic books To Ride, Shoot Straight and Speak the Truth and Principles 
of Personal Defense. In The Art of the Rifle , Jeff tells you everything you need to know 
about the rifle, whether you intend to use it for securing meat, destroying enemies on the 
battlefield, protecting yourself and your family, shooting targets or resisting tyranny. He also 
entertains you with rousing tales of marksmanship, combat and big-game hunting ail over 
the world. This is the next best thing to personal instruction from Jeff Cooper on marksman¬ 
ship, gunhandling, firing positions, zeroing, breathing, trajectory, firing positions, mental con¬ 
ditioning and much more. 81/2x11, hardcover, photos, 104 pp. $ 29.95 


m. 

DRUG 

TESTS 


HOW TO BEAT 
THE WHIZ QUIZ 


VIDEOS 


ADVANCED 
ULTIMATE SNIPER 
Stele-of-the-Art Tactics, 

Techniques, and Equipment 
for Military 
and Police Snipers 
with Maj. John L Plaster 
This long-awaited sequel to 
The Ultimate Sniper reveals 
the cutting edge in sniping tac¬ 
tics and technology, including 
night sniping, suppressed 
sniper weapons, .50-caliber rifles, winter sniper warfare 
and advanced sniper fieldcraft. Color, approx. 120 min., 
VHSonfy, 



THE 






THE COMBAT SHOTGUN 
Concepts, Skills, and 
Tactics for Employing 
Shotguns in 
Personal Combat 
with Louis Awerbuck 
Learn the skills and tactics 
needed to successfully employ 
a shotgun in combat from one 
of the world's premier instruc- 
- tors. This is the most com¬ 
plete instructional program on 
shotgun combat ever captured on video and a must for 
every defensive shotgun owner. Color, approx. 9Q min., 
VHS only. $39.95 



JUST SAY NO TO DRUG TESTS 
How to Beat the Whiz Quiz 
by Ed Carson 

Urinalysis is a blatant violation 
of human freedom and dignity, 
and now you can fight back! Ed 
Carson, who handled drug test¬ 
ing for a large U.S. military 
base, reveals how the tests are 
done and how to beat them. He 
did it successfully for eight 
years using the exact methods Ej 
outlined in this book. Find out 
how to preserve your life-style and keep your fob. 51/2 x 
81 f2, softcover, 48 pp. $12.00 


NEW I.D. IN AMERICA 
by Anonymous 

Want one more chance at life 
with a “clean slate”? Trade in 
your old identity for a new start. 

Here is a step-by-step guide to 
creating a totally new you - 
with a birth certificate, 
passport, driver's license, Social 
Security number - all you need 
for breaking with your past 5 
1/2 x 81/2. softcover, Ulus., 

120 pp. $17.00 

CLOSE-QUARTER COMBAT 
A Soldier's Guide to 
Hand-to-Hand Fighting 
Professor Leonard C. Hotifieid 
This shocking manual takes you 
through the army’s close-quar¬ 
ter combat system as taught by 
its master instructor. Find out 
how to break a man's arm after 
disarming him, do a bad guy 
with a bayonet or entrenching 
tool and many more battlefield L, 
techniques. For academic study 
•Sfi/y. 51/2x81/2, softcover, photos, 120 pp. $25.00 




BOOKS 
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STREET STOPPERS 
The Latest Handgun 
Stopping Power 
Street Results 
by Evan Marshati 
and Ed Sanow 
This long-aWaited sequel to 
Handgun Stopping Po wer 
gives the very latest results of 
hundreds of actual shootings 
involving every major handgun 
caliber, including the hot new 
.40 S&W. Also covers exotic ammo street results, the con¬ 
troversial Strasbourg Teste on live goats, the Fuller Index 
for predicting stopping power and much more. 81/2x11, 
softcover, photos, 392 pp. $39.95 



SUPER PRIVACY 
The Complete Guide to 
Personal Privacy and 
Financial Freedom 
in Tomorrow’s 
Cashless Society 
by Bob Hammond 
Tomorrow’s cashless society will 
allow enyone and everyone to 
get at your finances and trans¬ 
actions, This fascinating book 
will stop them cold and protect 
what's yours. From legal new ID to offshore accounts, credit 
protection and trusts, now you can survive the coming 
cashless society. 51/2x81/2, softcover, 144 pp. $15.00 



RAGNAR’S ACTION 
ENCYCLOPEDIA, 

VOLUME TWO 
by Ragnar Benson 

This follow-up to the original 
Action Encyclopedia includes 
40 all-new chapters on choos¬ 
ing the right weapon, assemb¬ 
ling a sniper rifle, taking out 
tanks, avoiding police entrap¬ 
ment, doing your own medicine 
.and everything else Ragnar 
couldn't fit into Volume One. 81/2x11, softcover, pho¬ 
tos, iilus,, 256 pp. $40.00 


RAGNAR S ACTION 1 

ENCYCLOPEDIA 


m 

.0 



THE WHOLE SPY CATALOG 
by Lee Lapin 

The Whole Spy Catalog shows 
you exactly how to hire an ex- 
KGB agent, order a photo of 
anyplace on earth anytime dur¬ 
ing the last 20 yeans, get an 
instant background check on 
anyone, open a door from 100 
feet away, subscribe to an in- 
house FBI newsletter, order and 
install the latest electronic sur¬ 
veillance gear and many more 
tricks to trace, track, surveil and investigate anyone or any¬ 
thing. 81/2x11, softcover, photos, illus., 448 pp. $44.95 

GET EVEN nCT 

The Complete Book 
of Dirty Tricks 
by George Hayduke 

A hilarious overview of the meth¬ 
ods people use to get even with 
big business, government and 
enemies. These dirty tricks range 
from the simple to the elaborate, 
including more sophisticated 
schemes devised by CIA and 
Mafia members and political dirty 
tricksters. For entertainment purposes only. 51/2x81/2, 



hardcover, 208 pp. 

DO-IT-YOURSELF MEDICINE 
How to Rnd and Use the 
Most Effective Antibiotics, 
Painkillers, Anesthetics, and 
Other Miracle Drugs... 
Without Costly Doctors’ 
Prescriptions or Hospitals 
by Ragnar Benson 
Ragnar gives you precise 
instructions for securing and 
using the very latest drugs and 
supplies from animal health 
centers, foreign pharmacies, 


$19.95 


BO-IT 

YOURSELF 

MEDICINE 


and otter Mirada Drug* 
... Wrthotii Coally 
Doctor.' Prescriptions 
HospHaU 


HOW TO 
RUN, 
HIDE, 
AND 

SURVIVE 


military dispensaries and other unusual sources. 51/2 x 
81/2, softcover, photos, 128 pp. $20.00 

FUGITIVE 
How to Run, 

Hide, and Survive 
by Kenn Abaygo 

If you’re serious about going on 
the lam, this book may just 
save your life. Leam to build an 
evasion shelter, erect path 
guards, lose a pack of tracking 
dogs, enter the “Network’’ of 
people willing to assist evaders, 
apply natural camouflage and 
utilize primitive first aid skills. This unique manual exposes 
you to possibilities you never even considered. 5 1/2x8 
1 12, softcover, 96 pp. $12.00 


MORE FASCINATING TITLES 


ULTIMATE QUTDODRSMAN (VIDEO) ... $29.95 

LIFE AFTER DEBT....$30.00 

CARLOS HATHCOCK: MARINE SNIPER (VIDEO) ... $14.95 
AMBUSH! NAVY SEALS 

IN DEAOLYACTION (VIOEO)..$14.95 

SWAT BATTLE TACTICS. $17.00 

TACTICAL MARKSMAN ..$35.00 

TACTICAL PISTOL^ ..,$25.00 

TACTICAL SHOTGUN $25.00 


HOW TO GET ANYTHING ON ANYBODY.$30.00 

BOOK 2: HOW TO GET 

ANYTHING ON ANYBODY.... .$35.00 

PRACTICAL MARTIAL ARTS 

FOR SPECIAL FORCES. $15.00 

U.S. MARINES CLOSE-QUARTER 

COMBAT MANUAL .........$15.00 

WINNING A STREET KNIFE FIGHT (VIDEO) ...... $1435 

SURVIVING A STREET KNIFE FIGHT (VIOEO).$14.95 


MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE-DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 


PALADIN PRESS » P.O.BOX 1307 * BOULDER, CO B0306 • (303)443-7250 
FAX (303)442-8741 * E-MAIL pala@rmii.com * EDITORIAL E-MAIL clubed@rmii.com 

Videotapes are nonretumable. Defective tapes will be replaced. 


VISIT OUR WEB SITE: www.paladin-press.com 


& 


ORDER 


PALADIN PRESS® 

P.0. Box 1307-7HS 
Boulder, CO 80306 
303-443-7250 • FAX 303-442-8741 
E-mail: pala@nnii.com 


CREDIT CARD ORDERS CALL TOLL FREE 
1-800-392-2400 USA and CANADA 

Call 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. Send $2.00 for 
72-page catalog of over 750 titles (free with order). 


CARD NUMBER _ 


RESPONSE CODE: 7HS 


□ VISA □MASTERCARD □ DISCOVER □ CHECK/MONEYOROER 
_ EXPIRATION DATE. 


NAME 


ADDHESS_ 
CITY_ 


SUBTOTAL . 

UPS SHIPPING 
ON ORDERS OVER $60 . 


FREE 


POSTAGE AND HANDUNG $ 5.00 

FOR ORDERS UNDER J60 _ 


STATE 


TOTAL . 
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BROWN WATER TO SILVER SCREWUP 

In the author’s box for Steve Waterman’s “From Brown Water 
to Silver Screen,” it was incorrectly stated that Waterman was a 
former SEAL. He hastened to point out that he was “an admin puke 
attached to a SEAL unit” and not a SEAL. From one admin puke 
to another, our apologies. 


U.S. IN PANAMA POST-2000? 

Although the United States is bound by treaty to exit Panama by 
the end of 1999, Defense Secretary William Cohen has said he 
favors “some sort of residual contact and presence in Panama ... 
what level that might be would have to be taken into account in 
terms of the Panamanian Government’s feelings about that ...” 
According to Jane's Defense Weekly, Panama is considering the 
establishment of a multi-national counterdrug center at the current 
site of Howard AFB, and the U.S. Security Council is considering 
a proposal to provide the center with 60 aircraft and U.S. crews. 


FBI SPOKESMAN: MILITIAS "NOT DANGEROUS" 

Addressing a group of retired intelligence officers, Kenneth 
Piemick of the FBI’s Domestic Terrorism Operations Unit noted 
that few “militia” units are psychopathic and dangerous, stating 
that most of the groups are “not dangerous, work for a living, and 
exist primarily to do target shooting.” Piemick named some of 
what are considered to be the more dangerous groups and described 
their motivation, which was mostly religious-based, anti-tax or 
anti-Semitic. At the time of Piemick’s talk, the FBI currently had 
some 18 investigations open on various “militia” groups. 


BANG ALL YOU CAN BANG? 

An Army court-martial at Ft. Carson, Colo., has convicted Sgt. 
Gerald Ivey of playing a major role in a three-state drug-and-gun- 
running ring. An eight-year Army veteran, Ivey was convicted of 
11 UCMI violations, including illegally transferring guns, possess¬ 
ing drugs with intent to distribute, conspiracy to sell drugs and pro¬ 
viding false information to a licensed gun dealer. Ivey was sen¬ 
tenced to 15 years at Fort Leavenworth, Kans. 

The prosecution portrayed Ivey as a key player in the drug-and- 
gun-running ring, involving a group they described as one of the 
best-organized street gangs in America. Authorities said the gang 
has been sending members into the Army to receive combat and 
other types of military training. 


POLISH GOVERNMENT: 

FIGHT CRIME WITH CITIZEN GUNS 

Acknowledging the rise of violent crime in Poland, and the lim¬ 
itations of police. Interior Minister Leszek Miller has declared that 
citizens need guns in their homes to defend their lives and proper¬ 
ty. The government has proposed a law that would make it much 
easier for ordinary Poles to own guns. Any adult with no criminal 
record, who passes an exam on firearms use and holds a doctor’s 
certificate of physical and mental health, would be able to own a 
gun under the proposed legislation. 

Under the present system, gun ownership permits are issued at 
the whim of local police, but under the new legislation, if passed by 
parliament, “an applicant cannot be denied permission to own a 



... And into the sunset: At a birthday party for the NRA-ILA’s 
Tanya Metaska, SOF honcho and NRA Board member Bob 
Brown, left, and NRA Executive VP Wayne LaPierre, who had 
just weathered the “battle in Seattle,” share a victory moment. 


gun after fulfilling criteria established by the bill,” Interior official 
Janusz Szymanski told a news conference. 

Since democratic reforms began in 1989, crime has risen by 
about 250,000 incidents a year, more than a thousand per year com¬ 
mitted with weapons. Police do not hesitate to point out that the 
criminals have faster cars and more sophisticated weapons. 

Aside from enhancing the security of ordinary Poles, the new 
law is part of an effort to rationalize Poland’s laws to the rule-of- 
law principle. Under the communist-written gun ownership law of 
1961, “an individual would [have to] appeal the police decision to 
the Supreme Administrative Court,” Szymanski noted. “However, 
without clearly specified criteria, the court was rather helpless.” 


COP SHOP WEBSITE 

A new website designed to serve the greater law-enforcement 
community and sponsored by Cohen & Associates of Rochelle 
Park, N.J., may be accessed at www.bestdefense.com. The site fea¬ 
tures a diverse mix of current news stories, new-technology fea¬ 
tures, links and elaborate listings of relevant associations, publica¬ 
tions and trade shows. 


6,000 FPS. STEERABLE BULLET 

The face of external ballistics may be about to change, if 
ongoing research by the Air Force comes to fruition. A cigar- 
sized, needle-nosed, steerable bullet traveling at up to 6,000 feet 
per second is under development for use against satellites, ground 
targets and incoming theater missiles (current treaties prevent its 
development for use against strategic missiles), and aerial combat. 

Dubbed “Barrel-Launched Adaptive Munition” (BLAM), the 
new projectile(s) would be maneuverable via “tendons” that steer 
the projectile’s pinpointed nose to compensate for wind changes 
and/or moving targets. For air-to-air ops the BLAM would be fired 
from a fighter plane at roughly 3,000-4,000 FPS, and in an anti¬ 
satellite mode it would be fired from an F-15 or a B-l bomber at 
5,000-6,000 FPS. Such air-to-air rounds could cost as little as $400. 

The air-to-ground version would incorporate Global Positioning 
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had more offers of assistance than we requested.” Heh, heh, heh. 


Systems navigation components and could be fired from an AC- 
130 gunship and have a range out to 50 miles. Such a round would 
cost around $8,000 to $10,000. Preliminary tests conducted at the 
Aeroballistics Research Facility at Elgin AFB last year have proved 
the system can survive a hard launch. 


MUCH SLOWER, BUT STILL DEADLY 

Via SOF’s tech wonk Peter Kokalis comes this excerpt from a 
United Air Lines briefing sheet: 

The FAA employs a pneumatic cannon to “fire” dead chickens 
into aircraft windshields at speeds approximating the speed of the 
plane in flight: If the windshield survives, it is logically concluded 
that a same-design windshield would survive an in-flight impact 
from a similar large bird. 

The Brits borrowed the cannon to test the windshield on a new 
high-speed locomotive. They loaded a chicken and fired: The 
feathered projectile shattered the windshield, penetrated the engi¬ 
neer’s chair, broke an instrument panel and embedded itself in the 
rear wall of the cab. 

The stunned Brits asked the FAA to recheck the test data, who 
did a thorough evaluation to ensure everything had been done cor¬ 
rectly. The FAA did have one minor recommendation: In future 
tests, thaw that clucker before launching it. 

Moral: Never overlook the obvious. 


WEU POLICE ADlflSE ON CIVILIAN ARMS TURN IN 

The Western European Union (WEU) has dispatched some two 
dozen military police to Albania to advise the government in Tirana 
on how to persuade the Albanian people to turn in weapons they 
have looted from militaiy depots (see “From Bad To Worse” July 
’97). Western European states are uneasy about the weapons flow¬ 
ing across Albanian borders from criminal hands to other criminal 
hands. Noted WEU Secretary-General Jose Cutileiro, “... we’ve 


EUGENE M. STONER 1922-1997 

Gene Stoner, well-known designer of such weapons as the M- 
16 rifle and the Stoner 63 Weapons System, died of cancer at his 
home in Palm City, Fla., at the age of 74. Borne in Gasport, Ind., in 
1922 and educated in Long Beach, Calif., Stoner worked for Vega 
Aircraft, which became Lockheed Corporation. A veteran of WWII 
Marine Corps’ service in the South Pacific and North China, Stoner 
held some 100 patents at the time of his death. His most recent 
association was with Knight Manufacturing Company, where he 
worked on development of the SR-25 precision rifle. 


FRANK A. PACHMAYR 1906-1997 

Frank A. Pachmayr, custom gunsmith, inventor, conservationist 
and businessman passed away on 25 April 1997. Bom in Munich, 
Germany, in 1906, Pachmayr came to America with his family in 
1907. Trained in the family trade of gunsmithing, Pachmayr found¬ 
ed Pachmayr Gun Works in Los Angeles in 1929. Frank Pachmayr 
was a gifted and prolific inventor, holding myriad patents on recoil 
pads, grips and other firearms innovations, and will be remembered 
for his pioneering work on custom M1911 pistols. He was voted 
Outstanding American Handgunner in 1985. 


COMBAT GOLF 

After toys that make noise or other devices for putting formerly 
living things on their dinner table, it might be a fair wager that 
SOFt rs enjoy battering a golf ball around the green next — at least 
they do if they’re winning. 

Combat Golf, The Competitors Field Manual For Winning 
Against Any Opponent , by Capt. Bruce Ollstein, USA, is a concise, 
lucid and practical handbook designed to see that you do just that. 




In this 70 minute tape, we subject our 
knives to the most stringent and 
rigorous tests imaginable, it PROVES 
that we make the strongest and 
sharpest knives in the world. 

You’ll see our 
products 
punched 
through car 
doors, flexed 
in vises, 
cutting up to 

10" of free hanging manita 
rope and put through dozens of 
other radical tests. 

To see all of these history making 
demonstrations for yourself, ask 
your local dealer about our new 
Video, ( PROOF 'l $ 14.39 Suggested Retail). 

When COLD STEEL makes a claim, 

WE back it with evidence! 

THE DEFENSE RESTS! 


Cold Steel’s 
Vaquero™ 
makes history by 
severing three 
inches of free- 
hanging manila 
rope! 

NO OTHER 
FOLDING 
KNIFE has 

ever 

duplicated 
this feat! 


Call Todayjfpr a FREE! 

Full (Color‘Caraloqj 

CalfTollffi! 

i-aoo.g55.aaa 

courma 

2128-D Knoll Drh/e, Ventura, CA 93003 
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Ollstein draws upon the strategic and tactical wisdom of 
great minds such as Will Rogers, Teddy Roosevelt, 
Napoleon Bonaparte, Sun Tzu, Douglas MacArthur and 
Zeppo Marx who have not only shown they know win¬ 
ning is important — they have shown they are good at it. 

Well, maybe except for Zeppo. 

The book is not merely about golf: Just as Ollstein 
adapts Sun Tzu to golf, the combat techniques outlined 
in this “golfing” volume are readily adapted to any game 
or endeavor that you plan to win. Surprisingly literate 
for a West Pointer, and amazingly lucid for a chopper 
jock, Ollstein makes good advice come into focus with 
practical examples, Chapters deal with such topics as the 
mission, mission analysis, strategic diplomacy, mental 
preparedness, psyops, engaging the enemy, teamwork, 
training, equipment and war games. There is no chapter 
on dirty tricks: They are scattered throughout. It may be 
employed on many levels, for fun and sport, for hard 
competition, for bloodthirsty conquests on the green — 
even your business or romantic life (assuming West 
Pointers have one). Highly recommended, even if the 
only golf ball you play with is green and has a pin in it. 

Published by Viking-Penguin, Dept. SOF, 375 Hudson 
St., New York, NY 10014; available at bookstores everywhere. 


GREAT RAIDS 

Swift, hard-hitting, often long-range and usually comprised of 
elite or specially trained troops, raids have evolved into the fre¬ 
quently used instmment of choice for achieving limited objectives 
in modem military scenarios that are the antithesis of historical set- 
piece battles. Edited by Samuel E. Southworth, Great Raids In 
History examines such daring exploits from Drake to Desert One. 

Featured prominently in this volume are the dashing personalities 
whose names have become synonymous with triumphant derring-do: 


Drake, John Paul Jones, Mosby, Morgan, de la Rey, Lawrence, 
Skorzeny, Wingate, Hoare, “Bull” Simons — some 20 chapters in all 
detailing the great raids of history and the men who lead them, and 
analyzing why they succeeded — or failed. The chapter “Belgian 
Paratroopers In The Congo” detailing the U.S.-transported elite 
Belgian force that worked in concert with Mike Hoare’s 5 
Commando to rescue Europeans being butchered and held hostage in 
the 1964 Congo uprising was written by SOF’s Senior Foreign 
Correspondent Rob Krott. Highly recommended, this volume will 
become one of the cornerstone volumes in any military library. 

Published by Sarpedon Publishers, Dept. SOF, 166 Fifth Ave., 
New York, NY 10010. ^ 


U.S. MARINE CORPS DECALS 


Peel & Stick* No Water Mess • Wholesale Available 

□ $2.50 Rear Window Decals 



USMC Rear Window □ inside □ outside FORCE RECON Rear Window □ outside only 


DON T BOTHER TO RUN 
/ YOU LL ONLY DIE TIRED 


□ 

□ 


Bumper Sticker $2.00 

“Dont Bother to Run 
You’ll Only Die Tired” 


□ Coins $8.00 


□ Decals $1.00 


□ Bullion Patches $10.00 



1st Division 

□ 

2nd Division 

□ 

3rd Division 

□ 

4th Division 

□ 


5th Division 

□ 

6th Division 

□ 

Paratrooper 

□ 

Raider 

□ 


IFOR Bosnia □ 

Bosnia □ 

SOG □ 

Somolia □ 


USMC Sniper □ 
Military Police □ 



USMC Challenge Coin 
USMC OCS Coin 
“Don’t Bother to Run You’ll 
Only Die Tired” (Sniper) 
Coin 


Let our company design your next coin, patch, or decal - contact: 

Phillips Publications - Box 168, Williamstown, N.J. 08094 

Phone: 609-567-0695 • FAX: 609-561-4967 

Catalog $1.00 


□ 

□ 

□ 
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Professional Locksmithing Tools 


LOCKAID 

Specifically designed to pick ^ ■ 

tumbler locks. Designed over thirty ^ 

years ago to aid law enforcement agencies. 
Consists of tension wrench, three needles and 
Lockaid “Gun.” Prices include a copy of the book 
M Lockpicklng Simplified." 

Lockaid $69.95 _ 1 ] 1 1 i i 11 


PIX MODEL 13 Illja^O 

This deluxe yet compact kit 

features 11 of the most commonly 

used tools. Comes in a slim cowhide leather case 

for discreet undercover operatives. As a ^ 

special bonus, a 5-piece set of warded 

picks is included. A 16-piece set total. */\\ 

Also included, a copy of "Lockpicking 

Simplified.” Receive all this at a low price of 

Pix 13 $42.95 


Lockpicking Simplified $8.50 

Complete Guide to Lockpicking $15.00 
Improvised Lock Picks $9.95 

Tubular Locks $8.95 

Lockout and forced entry $11.95 

Involuntary Repression $10.95 


PXP 8 flj*u 

• Shirt Pocket Size. iK 

• Top Grain Cowhide xk. 

Leather. (j^S. 

• Has 8 Picks, Tension . \ 

Wrenchs and Broken Key c X 
Extractor. \\ 

• All Picks with Metal X 

Handles. ' 

• Copy of Lockpicking Simplified. 

PXP 8 $24.95 


pxp io 

• Shirt Pocket Size. VX\ Xx 

• Top Grain Cowhide Leather. ^ ^ 

• Has 13 Picks, Tension Wrenchs and Broken Key 
Extractor. 

• All Picks with Metal Handles. 

• Copy of Lockpicking Simplified. 

PXP 10 $34.95 


/ 


Safe & Vault manipulation 
How to Pick Pins & Wafers 
Combination Locks 
Keys by Impressioning 
Key Casting Manual 
Locks, Picks, Clicks 


pk-ez | 

All-In-One 
Pick-Set \ 

100% American Madel m* X 

As convenient to carry 

and use as a pocket knifel ^ 

Only 4 inches long, half inch square, weighs under five 
ounces, works fast and opens pin and water tumbler 
locks quickly, with very little effort Six tempered spring 
steel picks, tension wrench. $34.95 


WKS PICKS Afc 

Made of the finest blue tempered /J I \\ 
spring steel, this 5-piece padlock # l J \ ' 
pick-set is a must in every lock¬ 
smiths’ tool box. This set will pick open most 
every warded padlock made today. $9.95 


MONTHLY SPECIAL 



RECEIVE A COMBINATION SET 
INCLUDES —5 ITEMS 

1-MD-16 DELUXE SET. 


1-5CHALGE WAFER SET. 95 

1 -SESAMEE DECODER .£ 7*95 

1-WKS PICKS. 9 9*95 

1-DOUBLE SIDED TUMBLER PICKS. >29.95 

A VALUE OF $147.75 
AT A LOW PRICE OF $89.95 



r4 


SESAMEE DECODER 

This tool was designed to decode the exact 
combination of a sesamee padlock without 
damaging the lock. Detailed instruction included. 


ESP-13 vf* 0 ***# * 1 1 ' damaging the lock. Detailed instruction included. 

This handy new pick set is the most popular set among 
professional locksmiths today. This kit consists of 12 (fijfgsll 

different tools housed in a handsome black leather case $17.95 

designed for a shirt pocket. Included in the price, you 

receive a 5-piece warded key set and a copy of 

"Lockpicking Simplified." 17-piece set total. 

esp-13 $ 45.95 

MINI PICK TUBULAR 

The most effective tubular pick on the market, unike the larger picks with long 
handies or screwdriver handles. The longer the tool, the more pressure needed 

which causes easy breakage^ The advantage of the Mini Pick is it is so short, $79.95 

you only use your thumb and index finger. With a fittte practice this tool will open a tubular lock to less than a minute 
A Mxir Choice: (1) Center (2) Offset left (3) Offset right; B ‘‘Segal" 8 pin tubular; G 5-pin Tubular Q 6 -pin Tubular; E. 8 -Pin Ace. 


DOUBLE SIDED DISK TUMBLER PICKS 

Set of 4 picks designed to be used on the most popular double¬ 
sided disc tumbler, showcase, cam and padlocks. 

$29.95 SCHLAGE WAFER 

The most fantastic tool you will 
Electric Picks ever use. This set consists of two 

. _ base keys and pick. Complete in¬ 

structions included. 

$29.95 


The best single tool for most pin tumbler locks • Opens many locks in seconds 
High quality aluminum construction • Used by locksmiths worldwide 


E100C (3 volt). $ 99.95 


Catalog $3.00 — Free with order. 
Allow three weeks delivery 
on Personal Check Orders. 
Money orders ship same day 
received. 

All major credit cards 
accepted. 


MD16 

Shirt Pocket Size, Top Grain 
Cowhide Leather, Zippered 
Case, has 16 Picks, Tension 
Wrenches and Broken Key 
Extractor. 
$59.95 


MD32 

Hip Pocket Size, i| 
Top Grain J| 

Cowhide Leather, j 
Zippered Case, 
has 32 picks, 
Tension Wrenches,X 
Broken Key 
Extractor. 

$69.95 





MD60 

Top Grain Cowhide Leather, Zippered Case, 
has 60 picks, Tension Wrenches, Broken Key 
Extractor and Warded Master Keys. $109.95 


P.O. Box 68, Dept. SF8, Dexter, OR 
Web Address: www.gun-room.com 


Send to 

made in good faith, Steve Arnolds 
without mat® Gun Room 

believe or fraud by 

genuine persons Postage & handling 

within this industry $ 6.00 

Overseas postage add 
30% of total. 

97431; (541)726-6360 Mustbe18 0 ^ g r ® 
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pHoLQft by Peter G. Kokalis 



The Steyr AUG’s bullpup envelope brings it 
close to the H&K MP5 in size and thus ideal for 
use as a law enforcement entry weapon, 
(right) The most important accessory you 
must add to the Steyr AUG is a SURE-FIRE 
flashlight with both a pressure switch on the 
barrel handle and an on/off switch at the rear 
of the flashlight’s housing. 


T hose involved with Close Quarters Battle (CQB) — both law 
enforcement SWAT teams and military special operations 
personnel — continue to debate the relative merits of the so- 
called tactical carbine vs. the submachine gun. This controversy 
will not be resolved anytime within the foreseeable future as pro¬ 
ponents of each weapon system can present strong arguments. 
Heckler & Koch’s MP5 series clearly dominates the submachine- 
gun arena, however, the number of agencies adopting the Colt 9mm 
submachine gun is growing. 

While the Colt M16 series controls the U.S. law enforcement 
market for tactical carbines, the Steyr AUG remains a strong con¬ 
tender and its bullpup envelope brings it close to the MP5 in size. 
Although the number of attachments and refinements possible for 
the M16 seems to be almost endless, very little is required to pre¬ 
pare the Steyr AUG for batde. 

The most important accessory you must add to the 
AUG is a flashlight specifically designed for use with 
fighting firearms. Flashlights attached to a shoulder- 
mounted weapon should be powerful — very powerful. 

Goblins like to move at night, and not necessarily when 
the moon is full. 

Lights of this type are most definitely not aiming 
devices. They do not replace the weapon’s sights. These 
lights are used to illuminate the target and permit proper 
target discrimination, to prevent popping a fellow officer 


Another necessary element is a properly designed com¬ 
bat sling and the Giles sling is the best available, as it 
permits the operator to correctly and safely transition to 
his service sidearm in a combat environment. 


or a member of your family. They backlight the weapon’s sights 
and permit their proper use. If powerful enough, they can also be 
used to momentarily blind your opponent. Self-luminous tritium 
sights do not assist target discrimination in total darkness. 

Common sense is required in the tactical application of flash¬ 
lights. They should be turned on only long enough to identify a poten¬ 
tial target — fire, if required — then turn the light off and move. In 
the presence of potential danger, these devices should never be used 
as searchlights to visually clear an area. They will only serve to com¬ 
promise the mission and draw fire if used indiscriminately. 

Only one flashlight deserves consideration for installation on 
the Steyr AUG: the SURE-FIRE unit manufactured by Laser 
Products (Dept. SOF, 18300 Mt. Baldy Circle, Fountain Valley, 
CA 92708; phone: 800-353-1334 — to purchase products or 
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locate the closest dealer/distributor in your 
area). Since their introduction in 1987, 
they have totally commanded the field of 
combat flashlights. The SURE-FIRE sys¬ 
tem now includes more than 200 individ¬ 
ual modular components. Most of these 
components are the different housings and 
mounts necessary to accommodate all the 
weapons to which SURE-FIRE lights can 
attached. 

The best SURE-FIRE setup for the 
Steyr AUG is as follows: Start with a model 
L60 6-volt lamp module. Featuring a high- 
pressure xenon lamp, this unit will operate 
for an hour or more on a set of two litliium 
batteries and delivers more than 60 lumens. 
This should be attached to a model U05T 
housing, which has a pressure switch with a 
5-inch cable for attachment to the AUG’s 
folding vertical barrel handle. 

Equally important, this housing is 
equipped with an on/off switch at the rear. 
There may be times when you want the 
flashlight on, but the support hand free to 
search or cuff a suspect. Rotate the switch 
counterclockwise, or down, to turn on the 
light and clockwise, or up, to turn the light 
off. Originally, the switch operated in an 
opposite manner, but I and Giles Stock pre¬ 
vailed upon John Matthews, the president 
of Laser Products, to offer a reversed sense 
of direction as an option that seemed more 
logical to us (i.e., pushing up to turn the 
light off). 

Continued on page 65 



Bolter’s New Release Is the idmflus If^Jt^LrL 'Fciiriminj Filing Knife 

During World War 11 Colonel Rex 
close-combat tEislrucLur fur lIk OSS. ju 1 ned 

forces with British Cottimairdn 

7 —w 

instructor WE. Fairbairn to impn v 
the design of the FairbsHiTi'SrkL'^-T^vJ^fc 
commando dagger. Their colbhori- -TjH 
lion produced one of die finest 
ing knives ev^r designed . Cnl. 

Applegate has turned over j-’iH 

plans and design notes to Enter 
this piece of history. 

Bokers latest issue features j 6" jR 
long, l t! wide blade, beefy nil the 
way to the tip. in a iradklMtiA .. 
ger cross section profile. It i i * M 

forged of Solingen 440C stainless 
hardened to a Rockwell 58. ! DH 

The signatures of the WO meii 
are etched in the bead 
blasted finish. 

The fiberglass reinforced # 

Delrin handle is ibkkeued w ~~ 
the middle, contouring in.^hen V £ 
out meeting a short, forward —. 

bending bra ss cross guard ibaL ( 1 
protects the fingers. Rearward 
balance is achieved by Lnseniti^ 
steel weights. Vertical grooving 
allows the flesh of the fiug$?r& • 

and palm to become one with T ' 
the handle. A lanyard hole is ^ 

added for convenience. 


New 

Release 


A-F II 

radially Serrated. 
KydeV ShcaLb 
' SllbM 

A-F 12 

Curdura* Sbeisili: 
S107.30 


nAOMWiktCtOLifitiEty 

For filler information or a I I4SI knife 
call nil I free (800) 99L&3W 
Boker 1. vA. trc.. I55L1 EEal*am ^irm. 
i iki CO R0 21 >3117 


OverMolded rifle stocks 


Available lor the Huger 10-22 & 77, Remington 700, Winchester 70 and AR15/M16 rifles 

models for standard and heavy barrels 


Revolutionary O.M.™ Series stocks 
are made so that the 
action fits precisely in 
a rigid fiberglass 
reinforced insert 
(skeleton) assuring 
accuracy and durability. 

The insert is then 
completely 
OverMolded with 
the same rubber 
Hogue Grips 
are famous for. 


■ 




Ask about our new 
target barrets for 
10-22 rifles. 


’ SLEEK STRAIGHT 


C 


Bolt 

r * action models come 
standard with aluminum pillar 
bedding or full length aluminum 
bedding block. 


NON-SUP 


STEALTHY 

QUIET 


f 


w 




V** AR Kit includes a rubber 
t OverMolded free float 
^ aluminum forend tube for a 
super comfortable grasping area 
that insulates your hand from the heat 
and vibration of rapid fire. 

Super-strong, but lightweight rubber AR grip - designed to retain 
the aesthetics of the rifle while providing a comfortable grip with 
finger grooves and palm swells . Available with or without 
forend tube. 

CALL TOLL-FREE FOR A 

FREE CATALOG of hogue products 
1 800 GET GftlF 1 n 800-4384747) 

or 805-239-1440 • FAX 805-239-2553 
P.O. Box 1138, Paso Robles, CA 93447 
http^/www, getgrip.com 

(OVERMOLDED STOCKS ifcP— 


PEND) 























I Was There 


by Robert K. Brown 


Alas, opportunities wane for a man who 
would be king (or other appropriate genre of 
maximum leader such as jefe, shah, dear 
leader, president-for-life, generalissimo or 
sultan). Largely gone are chances to show 
up in the ill-run Caribbean banana republic 
or impoverished African state-of-choice 
with a well-organized and/or equipped 
(preferably impressive) gaggle of troops 
and announce a coup or coronation. But for 


return for opening parliament, cutting rib¬ 
bons and some high-profile charity work. 

How to become royalty? That can be a 
problem, especially in such a crowded play¬ 
ing field as Europe where everyone who 
owns a white shirt has made a claim at some 
time or another, but sometimes one can sim¬ 
ply stand up and announce “Me Be King!” It 
is not one whit more difficult than announc¬ 
ing “Me Be President For Life,” and the 


gentlemanly and resourceful fellow who has 
nonetheless managed to build a successful 
career as pretender to the throne and enter¬ 
prising businessman. 

Good friends with General Franco of 
Spain, Leka was asked to leave after 
Franco’s death, spent some time in the Far 
East, and eventually settled in southern 
Africa, establishing himself as an arms mer¬ 
chant. He was once jailed in Thailand over 
an unfortunate misunderstanding, but other 
than that has managed to hang in there. A 
Sandhurst graduate, Leka was an “active” 
pretender to his country's throne, opposing 
the communist Hoxa regime by sending in 
guerrilla teams — all of whom were unfor- 


The King And i 

Who Says SOF Doesn't Associate With Royalty? 


many historical figures this has been an 
exciting, often profitable, career strategy 
whose only fault was a retirement plan 
dependent upon the whims (and benevo¬ 
lence, if any) of one’s successor (40IK in 
this context refers to the number of an 
account at Credit Suisse). 

Europe has always been awash with pre¬ 
tenders to various (former) thrones, some of 
whom can trace their lineage and claim to 
royalty back centuries to kingdoms or prin¬ 
cipalities that have not within memory 
existed as states. In practice, however, a 
stateless monarch need only trace his roots 
back to the most recent upheaval responsi¬ 
ble for having sent his royal family into 
exile (it is not important to establish the 
length of one’s blue-blood genealogy, if 
there is utterly no hope of re-establishing 
your family throne). As it may be impossi¬ 
ble to rest on one’s pedigree, it is better to 
find a generous host with a similar religio- 
political philosophy, or set oneself up as a 
Kato Kaelin of the Jet Set, or find a semi- 
legitimate business venture such as writing 
or starting a charity for your benefit, or, best 
of all, locate a major-power sponsor who 
can use you for nuisance value to the pre¬ 
sent tenants of your kingdom. The alterna¬ 
tive is to end up a blue-collar king. 

It has been my observation that all these 
options are much easier tasks if one has had 
the foresight to become royalty, as opposed 
to being a garden-variety dictator (rustic 
revolutionaries can be such guttersnipes). 
And if you have any progeny you claim, 
bear in mind that your successor/deposcr 
will often think of you more kindly if you 
are kin. Setting your kid up in the royalty 
business is a safer bet than most, even with 
the fluctuating real estate values that result 
from those interminable European wars. 
And, it might just work out in the long term: 
The low countries and Scandinavia have 
had long-term relationships with stable 
royal families, which have evolved into 
symbiotic relationships where the royals get 
free houses and comfortable stipends in 



long-range benefits are well 
worth it. When conditions are 
favorable, people may actual¬ 
ly believe you , and a dynasty 
is bom! Aside from being a 
nice vacation spot, the great 
thing about Europe is, you 
are royality if people 
acknowledge that you are. 

A case in point is the house of Zog, of 
Albania. In 1928, Ahmed Zogu, a mere but 
enterprising commoner, crowned himself 
King of Albania. Already in the throes of a 
continental depression, and in an era when 
being royalty was becoming an increasingly 
less popular career with Marxism et al. on 
the loose, nobody really noticed. There 
seems to have been little, if any, competition 
for that job slot and Zogu’s insinuation into 
the ranks of European royalty was success¬ 
ful. There was soon a new heir to this new 
throne, Leka 1. 

European politics being what they 
always have been, war soon came and then- 
prince Leka was hustled out of Albania with 
his father, just ahead of advancing Italian 
fascists in 1939, to be educated in England. 
Although deposed, H.M. King Leka I is a 


tunately. and quickly, eliminated. 

I first met King Leka I in 1980, in 
Rhodesia. At that time he maintained a large 
compound outside Salisbury with 46 guards 
— Thai and Shan tribesmen, armed with 
G3s and UZIs. 

For a deposed king, Leka appeared to be 
doing well. Whether he was making a grand¬ 
ly profitable income as an arms merchant, 
was subsidized by a dole from sympathetic 
Muslim oil magnates, or was on a CIA 
stipend for whatever nuisance value he 
might have to Hoxa, I do not know. In the 
mid-1980s, Leka was forced from Rhodesia 
by the new left-wing government, and relo¬ 
cated in South Africa — sans armed guards 
but with his wife, Austrian-bom Queen 


Continued on page 71 


| 
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In March 1980, SOF 
Publisher Robert K. Brown, 
left, lunches with H.M. King 
Leka I of the Albanians, cen¬ 
ter, and SOFe rs Ralph 
Edens and John Donovan in 
Salisbury, Rhodesia (now 
Zimbabwe). (Inset) H.M. 
King Zogu I. 
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PARKER-HALE BIPODS 

It’s always good to know your 
equipment is the best there is — 
especially if you have to use it to 
save lives without risking lives of 
the non-participants in a given 
scenario. If furred varmints are 
your targets of choice, it’s satisfy¬ 
ing that at least one piece of your 
gear is as good as it gets. 

Adopted by an overwhelming 
number of the world’s military 
forces and special-operations 
units, the rugged, dependable, fully articulated Parker-Hale bipods 
have pretty much set the world standard for clean, practical design, 
strength and dependability. 

Parker-Hale Bipods are available in the U.S. from GSI, Inc., 
Dept. SOF, Box 129, Trussville, AL 35173; phone: 205-655-8299. 



BURRIS SIGNATURE SERIES MIL-DOT SCOPES 

For more than 25 years, Burris has produced 100% American- 
made precision shooting and sports optics, backed by Burris’ 
Forever Warranty. That’s an impressive guarantee, but doesn’t rep¬ 
resent the largess you might think, as it’s a guarantee very few have 
ever needed to rely on. 

Burris has just announced their new 3X-9X-50mm and 6X- 
24X-44mm Signature Series(R) Mil-Dot scopes. The large objec¬ 
tive lenses on these scopes offer 
low-light performance that some 
call phenomenal; the precision 
lenses deliver crisp, bright, sharp 
images almost never found in 
scopes in this price range. Eye 
relief is very forgiving and field 
of view is greater than many 
lesser-magnification scopes. 

The Mil-Dot scopes incorpo¬ 
rate many other Burris features, such as the exclusive posi-lock 
system on the 3X-9X which locks in accuracy round after round, 
and the Hunter/Competition adjustment knobs that allow changes 
without tools, from behind the rifle. These scopes deserve a look- 
though, as they represent excellent value. 

Burris Company, Dept. SOF, Box 1747, Greeley, CO 80631; 
phone: 888-2 BURRIS; fax: 970-356-8702. 



EXTREME KNIVES 

SOG®, a knife company familiar to those who put knives and 
tools to hard use, has announced a new generation of SOG products 
— the Jetedge ™ series of hybrid folding knives. The Jetedge series 
is the first time SOG has used stain-resistant ATS 34 blades and car¬ 
bon-fiber handles. ATS 34 is a premium steel for knives, as it is hard 
(Rc. 60), tough, and holds an edge. Carbon-fiber composites, of 
course, have one of the best strength-to-weight ratios of any material. 

The Jetedge series features a liner-type lock (and a detent ball to 
keep them closed), an S-curve pocket clip, totally new grind lines 
and one-hand-opening thumb slots. Their innovative “shark-tooth 
tip” ™ provides a strong profile without compromising slicing abil¬ 
ity. A convenient thumb rest maximizes forward cutting pressure 
and control on the aggressive half-serrated blade. 



Jetedge 1 has a 3- 
inch blade, weighs 
2.1 ounces; Jetedge 
2 has a 3.75-inch 
blade and weight 3.5 
ounces. Both are 1/3 
serrated. Gear that’s 
good to go, like 
we’ve grown to 
expect from the 
innovative folks at 


SOG. Contact SOG 
Specialty Knives, Dept. SOF, 6521 212th St. S.W., Lynnwood, WA 
98036; phone: 206-771-6230; fax: 206-771-7689. 


FT. LEWIS SAFETY TOE BOOT 



Danner’s best-selling hard-duty uniform boot now has a hard 
toe. Danner’s “Ft. Lewis” is now available with an ANSI-approved 
composite safety toe and 400 grams of Thinsulate insulation. 
Adding this safety toe to the existing features (Cambrelle nylon lin¬ 
ing, Gore-tex bootie, full-grain water-resistant leather, mid¬ 
sole/insole of anti-fungal texorist board/Alpine board/thin hard 
rubber/thick soft EVA) make the Danner the uniform boot of 

choice. The Ft. Lewis with its 
Vibram Sierra lug sole, thanks to 
Danner’s stitchdown construction, 
can be re-soled. For jumpmaster 
assists and DI encouragement — 
get a pair of hard-toe Danner’s and 
kick some ass. Contact Danner 
Boot Company, Dept. SOF, 700 
S.W. Taylor #400, Portland, OR 
97205; phone: 503-279-4000; fax: 
503-279-4066. We’ve never met a 
man who was sorry he bought a 
pair of Danner boots. 


ONE-UP SURPLUS 



After the collapse of the Evil Empire, coup after coup was 
scored on the former-Soviet .surplus market — guns, knives, optics, 
bric-a-brac, junk. Here’s the ultimate bric-a-brackski from the Cold 
War: the Soviet sub-orbital space shuttle BOR-5. Five were built, 
three crashed, two survive. The other one is in a Russian museum. 
This one shows some bum-marks from re-entry, but is otherwise in 
fine shape and is a guaranteed one-owner (although a 
high-miler). How mucha costa? A lot less than it cost 
Boris, and a bargain if you need one for your aero¬ 
nautical museum, at only $ 1.2 mil. 

Contact Ross Marshall, Plutonium Inc., Dept 
SOF, 8055 Lankershim #2, North Hollywood, CA 
91605; phone: 818-504-4135. ^ 
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New, Eye-Opening, Documented 
FREE REPORT Proves ... 

Now, You Can Destroy Any Attacker Using 
Never-Before-Seen “Killing” Techniques 

Creator of Official U,S. Navy SEAL Combat System Releases Brutal New 
Gim & Knife. Sections Of His Instructor Qualification Fighting Series 


C an you disarm a man holding a knife to 
your throat? What if a car-jacker sticks a 
gun through your window — and your 
wife, girlfriend, or child is sitting beside you? 

In an often brutal yet professionally direct ap¬ 
proach, Jerry Peterson’s new video series shows 
you how to destroy these attackers, while taking 
you to the ultimate level of fighting. 

The culmination of a 2-year transformation 
from actual SCARS military archive techniques, 
his Instructor Qualification Series offers you the 
opportunity to learn what until now was taught to 
military Special Operations forces (SEALS, Rang¬ 
ers, Green Ber&s, etc.). 

It’s been called “the most brutally effective 
fighting system ever seen.” 

Before explaining more about this system, 
here’s how Jerry Peterson, the creator of this sys¬ 
tem, became the first — and only — civilian ever 
to standardize, license and teach a hand-to-weapon 
fighting system to the United States military. 

In 1989, Naval Special Warfare Command 
(NSWC), the group which controls all SEAL ac¬ 
tivity, was looking for ways to standardize hand- 
to-weapon combat techniques. After an exhaus¬ 
tive review, they had rejected every single mar¬ 
tial art form in the world. 

They found each completely unworkable in 
combat-oriented fighting situations where SEALS 
were in full gear, carrying 100# packs, and often 
knee-deep in water. 

Amazing Scientific System 
Then a SEAL NSWC officer (with black belts 
in 3 martial arts) saw Jerry Peterson’s scientific 
fighting system. What he stumbled on wasn’t mar¬ 
tial arts. In fact it was unlike anything he’d ever 
seen before. 

The SEAL officer watched in disbelief as a 
class of inexperienced students threw real punches 
for virtually 1 full hour, never repeating the same 
sequences. In one session he witnessed more fight¬ 
ing than most martial arts students see in a year. 

Later, two top brass at NSWC saw the officer 
demonstrating moves he’d learned. But intrigue 
turned to doubt when they learned the originator 
was an ex-Army enlisted man. 

Still they met with Jerry, as much out of admi¬ 
ration for his Vietnam record as anything (he spent 
15 months as lead point for Charlie Company, the 
173rd Airborne — one of the most decorated units 
of the war). As Vietnam vets, the SEAL officers 
figured Jerry at least would understand their needs. 
Easily Defeats Decorated SEAL 
But they were totally unprepared for what hap¬ 
pened. To prove his system, Jerry Peterson and a 
highly-decorated SEAL Officer (and at 240, 100 
pounds heavier than Jerry) went toe-to-toe — but 
at half speed. To the Officer’s amazement he was 
instantly disabled and dropped to his knees. 

Only then did he realize — had he not been 
talked out of going full speed by others who knew 
the awesome power of Jerry Peterson’s system, 
his false confidence in his martial arts training and 
in his sheer size advantage would have left him 
with an arm broken as easily as a match stick! 

In 5 short minutes these SEAL officers — men 
who had seen everything in the way of brutal fight¬ 


ing, and who had virtually unlimited budgets to 
develop the SEALS into the world’s best — were 
blown away by Jerry Peterson’s Autofdnematic™ 
fighting system. 

Officially Required SEAL Training 

Following a pilot program at Command head¬ 
quarters all SEALS began receiving this training. 
Still, hardheaded, cocky, non-believing SEALS, 
many with extensive martial arts backgrounds, con¬ 
stantly tested Jerry: 

□ SEALS are the most proficient combat swim¬ 
mers in the world. Yet 40-year-old Jerry (who 
wasn’t a particularly good swimmer) “drowned” 
SEAL after SEAL in training. His scientific prin¬ 
ciples apply on any terrain. 

□ SEALS are trained to run 20 miles in soft sand. 
But Jerry (who really wasn’t in great shape) had 
them gasping just 5 minutes into his first work¬ 
outs while he participated effortlessly. He used 
breathing techniques others had never seen (tech¬ 
niques he can teach you in minutes). 

□ In Europe Jerry challenged a deployed SEAL pla¬ 
toon to pin him against a wall. All thought it a joke. 
Yet he escaped — from the grasp of 14 of the most 
proficient fighting men in the world (then showed it 
was no trick — simply physics, and easily learned). 

Today SEALS use all these scientific techniques 
and many more. Since 1989, Navy SEALS go 
through a minimum of 40 and up to 600 rigorous 
hours of Jerry Peterson’s training prior to deploy¬ 
ment (often in intense, 24-hour a day sessions). 

Top Government Officials Amazed 

His system was demonstrated to Navy Admi¬ 
rals, a 4-Star General, and Congressional leaders 
— as well as the Secretary of the Navy and the 
U.S. Secretary of Defense! 

Jerry was even called in prior to Desert Storm 
to brief the military on using Neural Offensive 
Linguistics™ (a cornerstone of his system, it de¬ 
fines a mind set which eliminates all defensive 
thinking, allowing anyone, even you, to make in¬ 
stantaneously correct decisions in the midst of any 
hostile environment). 

Devastating Power Gives You 
An Unfair Advantage 

In his HCS video course Jerry Peterson intro¬ 
duced you to his revolutionary system. 

Now, with the publication of Jerry Peterson’s 
SCAR-HCS Hand-To-Weapon fighting system, 
Jerry leads you into the never-before-seen world 
of brutal, no-holds-barred gun, knife and club fight¬ 
ing — material you’ve never seen (unless you were 
in elite Special Operation forces). 

You’ll learn the same hand-to-weapon tech¬ 
niques, the same mental approaches, the same ’kill’ 
sets Jerry developed for over 200 SEAL SCARS 
instructors. (These SCARS instructors now teach 
this system to all branches of the military Spec Op 
forces — Army, Navy and Air Force). 

You’ll know how to defeat, seriously disable 
and, when necessary, kill anyone threatening your 
life or the life of a loved one or friend! 

Guaranteed To Work In Your Most 
Nightmarish Hostile Situation 

Everything in his system was proven in the most 
intense war lab of the past 30 years — Vietnam! 


But this isn’t a 
course to impress 
friends at your Karate 
studio. The Instructor 
Qualification Series is 
Jerry Peterson’s com¬ 
plete professional 
fighting system. 

And professional 
fighting has but one 
objective: to defeat an 
attacker incredibly 
fast. In 29 years 
Jerry’s longest fight 
lasted but 5 seconds! 



Official SEAL SCARS-CFC 
Creator Jerry Peterson 


This system is only for those who need a pow¬ 
erful yet amazingly simple system (simple because 
it's based on quickly-mastered scientific principles 
not a difficult art form) to protect them in life- 
threatening situations. 

No Navy SEAL has ever lost in hand-to-hand 
combat when correctly applying Jerry’s system! 
And they never will (nor will you) because ... his 
system is undefeatable! 

This Totally Integrated System Enables 
You To Destroy Any Attacker — 
With Absolutely No Fear Or Hesitation! 

Cheap imitators advertise fighter after fighter 
after fighter — a hodgepodge of unrelated, nonsci- 
entific moves. Now they even fig, hoping to con you 
into believing SEALS would lose to these guys. But 
they know. No one heats a Peterson-trained SEAL. 

These * wanna-bes* teach one move if an attacker 
swings a fist at you, another if he’s got a knife. 

But Jerry Peterson’s scientific system teaches 
you why you MUST use the exact same techniques 
— with a weapon or without! What everyone else 
teaches is wrong. Just ask the SEALS! 

The imitators claim they’ve trained Navy 
SEALS. But Jerry Peterson is the sole creator of 
the official hand-to-hand and hand-to-weapon com¬ 
bat fighting system used by the SEALS today. 

He’s the only civilian with a Naval Special 
Warfare course number (SCARS-CFCU K-431- 
0096) plus a new $2.5 million military facility 
predicated solely on his SCARS training. 

The Navy SEAL ‘wanna-be’ trainers? They’ve 
got nothing — no official status, no course number. 

Free Special Report Reveals 
GUN And KNIFE Fighting Secrets 

Jerry Peterson’s system is brutal. It has to be. 
Yet it’s surprisingly easy to leam. It requires NO 
athletic ability, NO speed, NO conditioning. 

And because his videos offer an unprecedented 
3 camera angles (including a new overhead shot), 
you can learn this scientific system in just days; 
specific techniques often in just minutes. 

Jerry has created a Free special report reveal¬ 
ing the amazing details about his scientific weap¬ 
ons fighting system — the system which has made 
the Navy SEALS an undefefljflfrfe fighting force. 

It’s easy to get your free copy. Just call 

1-800-600-1420 

24-hours for a Free recorded message to get your 
Free report. International, call 602-921-8533. 

O Copyright 19K Chvlton & Co. Inc. 
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MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE-DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 


VISIT OUR WEB SITE: www.palaclin-press.com 


A SPECIAL SUMMER DISCOUNT 

_ 

FOR THE SUMMERTIME BLUES? 

Find a shady spot, kick back, chill out and take in a couple 
of Paladin books and videos. It’s summertime, the livin’s easy 
... and with Paladin it’s cheap, too: right now, when you 
place an order of $60.00 or more, we’ll throw in free 
UPS Ground shipping*. That’s money in your pocket for a 
tall, cool drink—or better yet, another Paladin book! So treat 
yourself. As a good Paladin customer, you deserve it! See the 
order form and ACT NOW to take advantage of this hot deal! 
Offer ends August 31,1997. 

(Offer available to retail customers only.) 

* free surface mall shipping to customers outside the U.S. 


THE HOME WORKSHOP SPY 
Spookware for the 
Serious Hobbyist 
by Nick Chiaroscuro 

Here are all of the circuit-board 
patterns, parts lists and building 
tips needed to build a sneaky 
array of bugs, tops, mics and 
other forbidden spy toys. These 
simple designs are for “wire spe¬ 
cialists" or anyone interested in 
knowing about the clandestine 
sciences. For academic study 
only, 81/2 x 11, softcover, photos, illus., 104 pp. 


THE REVENGE 
ENCYCLOPEDIA 

This is the mother of all revenge 
books! You’d have to buy more 
than 25 books to get all the wit 
and wisdom contained in this 
compilation from the best of 
Paladin's revenge books. Don't 
be fooled by cheap Imitators 
that claim to know how to get 


Revenge 

Encyclopedia 


■w1 r uh 


revenge source when you need 
to even the score with nosy neighbors, bungling bureau¬ 
crats, snarly clerks or other pests. For entertainment pur¬ 
poses only. B 1/2x11, softcover, 120 pp. $15.(1 


S0G 

The Secret Wars of fl|| 

America's Commandos 

in Vietnam 

by John L. Plaster 

Read some of the most thrilling 

true combat stories ever written. * 

SOG commandos won ten Medals .J8K3jR| 
of Honor and dozens of other 

awards for bravery In battle while fflM H 

performing some of the most dar¬ 
ing, dangerous missions of the 
Vietnam War, The author served three one-year tours with 
SOG. 61/8x9 1/4, hardcover, photos, 368 pp. $25. 


SPECIAL FORCES GUERRILLA 
WARFARE MANUAL 
by Scott Wlmberley 

This manual is a primer in the 
many facets of a successful 
guerrilla campaign as taught by 
the pros in the U.S. Special 
Forces. Covers small-unit tac¬ 
tics, proper use of patrol bases, 
setting up intelligence net¬ 
works, waging psyops, organiz¬ 
ing political support and more. 

A fascinating tutorial in modem armed resistance. 51/2 x 
B1/2, softcover, Ulus., 248 pp. $25.00 

ACQUIRING NEW ID -■ 

How to Easily Use the Latest 

Computer Technology to m 

Drop Out, Start Over, and AcXlB&iG 

Get On with Your Life 

by Ragnar Benson 

Forget about using the old 

“dead-baby’s birth-certificate” ‘’ cjffwX T 

ruse to get new ID. Everyone's 

on to that trick. What you need *** * “• 

is the know-how to make your 

own documents on a home 

computer. And by following the 

simple instructions in here, you can. 51/2x81/2, soft- 

cover, photos, Illus., 152 pp. $20 M 

THE GESTAPO ANO I 

SS MANUAL —_ I 

translated by Carl Hammer H 

This first English translation of II 

the training manual used before I 

and during World War II provides ^ 

a rare glimpse into the actual 
operating procedures of the 
Gestapo, SS and Waffen-SS - 
procedures until now virtually 
undocumented. Part I covers 
police training; Part li describes 
paramilitary operations in open terrain; Part i!E details urban 
police operations during peace and war times. 31/2x11, 
softcover, itlus., 120 pp. $25,00 


SPECIAL 

FORCES 


GUERRILLA 

WARFARE 

MANUAL 


CREDIT SECRETS 
How to Erase 
Bad Credit 
by Bob Hammond 

Solve your financial problems 
once and for alii These proven 
methods show how to eliminate 
debts and establish a perfect 
credit rating. Discover the inside 
tricks used by lawyers and pro¬ 
fessional credit consultants with 
this easy-to-follow program, 5 
1/2 x 8 1/2, softcover, 80 pp. 


BAD: A Video Guide M W ^ 

to Constructing and D # T 11 ■ ] 

Firing Your Own L J m 1 A 

Backyard Artillery Device 
with Ed Carson 
With this video, an assortment 
of parts from your local hard¬ 
ware store and a few hours of * t» 

semi-skilled labor, you too can v 

have your own backyard —^ 1 

artillery device. Powered by a 
few drops of gasoline and a 
shot of oxygen, it will shoot full beer cans up to 300 
yards. For academic study only. Color, approx. 60 min. 
VHS only. $29. 


FIGHTING WITH FIREARMS A 

Combat Handgun, 1 1 ’ with 'M 

Shotgun, and Rifle ■ . 1.1 TTtTTvM 

Skills for the Real World 
wtth Andy Stanford 

Andy Stanford has spent years j xpil y| 
analyzing combat shooting Dtow yiH 

mettrods and distilling them 
into a system of skills designed 
for the reaf world. In this video, flUfjfPn 

he cuts through the hype and 
misinformation of firearm train- 
ing and reveals the critical elements of fighting with hand¬ 
guns, shotguns and rifles. Color, approx. 90 min., VHS 


How to Erase 
B3d Credit 


$14.00 


The Advanced 
Bounty flu liter 

by Bob Burton BpJBWIH 

bounty hunter rovuals idvanced I | 

and capturing humans. Learn j 

how to obtain an arrest con- 

tract, surveillance tips, what to ! 

wear during a bust, how to 13 « 

work with the police, hazards of nHHMHHHi 
the use of deadly force, how to 
avoid your own arrest, legal precedents of the trade and 
more. 51/2x81/2, softcover, photos, 216 pp. $16.9$ 


ULTIMATE SNIPER: 

THE VIDEO 

with John Plaster and 
Carlos Hathcock 

Leam the art of sniping from 
two masters. Maj. John Plaster 
Instructs you In ail areas of 
snplng fieldcraft, marksman¬ 
ship and tactics, and famed 
USMC sniper Carfos Hathcock 
recounts some of the field-test¬ 
ed tactics be used to rack up 
93 confirmed kills In Vietnam. Covers optics, weapons, 
shooting drills, cammo, staging, hides, countersniplng, 
range and wind estimation and more. Color, approx. 90 
m(n., VHS only. $14.8 


SnipeR 


RAGNAR’S ACTION 
ENCYCLOPEDIA OF 
PRACTICAL KNOWLEDGE 
AND PROVEN TECHNIQUES 
by Ragnar Benson 
Leam how to build weapons 
and explosives, trap anything 
that moves, drop out of the rat 
race, protect your privacy, 
elude the bad guys, defend 
yourself, change identities, land 
a job and live well - as well as 
a tittle bit about everything else 
that might be Important 81/2x11, softcover, photos, 
Itlus., 456 pp. T $45.0 

IN THE UNE OF FIRE 

A Working Cop’s Guide to Line of JStrB 

by Michael £ Conti _ K I 

As a working cop. you want to P 

end your patrol in the same ftth [t Jl 

condition you began; alive and j. MB Hyldgl 

uninjured, improve your odds j fHT \B9rj 

by reading and mastering the T 

information in this book on 

pistol selection, stopping 

power, combat reloading, stop- 

pages, carrying devices, stances, grips and officer 

Conti’s ‘'secrets” to accurate shooting. 81/2x11, soft- 

cover, photos, 184 pp. $30.0 


RAGNAR’S ACTION 

ENCYCLOPEDIA OF 

PRACTICAL KNOWLEDGE 
AND PROVEN TECHNIQUES 


A^ANIJAL 


THE ULTIMATE SNIPER 
An Advenced Training 
Manual for Military and 
Police Snipers 
by Mai, John L Plaster, 

USARfRet) 

This highly readable and 
extremely valuable training 
book covers the practical, field- 
tested details of sniplng’s three 
great skill areas - marks¬ 
manship, fieldcraft and tactics. 

Rifles, scopes, ballistics, target 
detection, stalking, hides, cammo, countersniping, special 
ops, police vs, military and much more. 81/2x11, 
softcover, photos, illus. 464 pp. $ 39.95 


SILENCER HISTORY AND HSWBJHgffiH 
PERFORMANCE, VOL 1 

Alan Paulson has been called 

“the dean of the American silencer experts today.” 81/2 x 

11, softcover, photos, Illus., 424 pp. $50.00 
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ADVANCED FUGITIVE 
Running, Hiding, Surviving, 
and Thriving Forever 
KennAbaygo 

In this companion to Fugitive: 

How to Run, Hide, and 
Survive, you'll leam the 
advanced evasion techniques 
successful fugitives have used 
to get gone and stay gone for 
long periods of time - perhaps 
forever - and you'll benefit 
from their experience and their mistakes. 51/2x81/2, 
softcover, photos, illus., 144 pp. $15.1 


x .-PUNNING, 

* HIDING, 
I^PWVIVING 
“1 AND 
THRIVING 
FOREVER- 


ORIGINAL MANUSCRIPTS ON WEAPONRY, MILITARY SCIENCE, 
SELF-DEFENSE, PERSONAL FREEDOM AND RELATED SUBJECTS. 

SEND A COPY OF THE MANUSCRIPT TO; 

PALADIN PRESS • P.0. BOX 1307 • BOULDER, COLORADO 80306 
or E-mail: clubed@rmii.com 


PALADIN PRESS * P.O.BOX 1307 > BOULDER,CO 80306 (303)443-7250 

FAX (303)442-8741 * E-MAlLpaIa@rmH.com • EDITORIAL E-MAIL ciubed@rmii.com 


Videotapes are nonretumable. Defective tapes will be replaced. 


22 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE * AUGUST 1997 











OTHER FASCINATING TITLES 


REVENGE & HUMOR 

Don’t Get Mad—Get Even:The Rne Art of Revengemanship.. ... $ 22.95 

Your Revenge Is in the Mail ..12-95 

Revenge Book: The Chilling Sequel........ ... 10-00 

Get Even: The Video of Dirty Tricks (video). ....... — .. ... • 14.95 

Get Even 2..... • - 19-95 

Screw Unto Others: Revenge Tactics for All Occasions ...... . 19.95 

Make My Day! Hayduke's Best Revenge Techniques for the Punks in Your Life . 19.95 

Techniques of Harassment — .... ...... 19.95 

Up Yours! ... .. . 19.95 

The Revenge Book , ......... .... 10.00 

PERSONAL FREEDOM & MONEY 

How to Hide Anything .... ... $ 12.00 

Secrets of a Super Hacker..... —... .19.95 
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Glock: The New Wave in Combat Handguns .. . 25.00 
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Keep ’em Alive ..... *..*.. 12.00 
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Marine Special Warfare and Elite Unit Tactics . .... .. 20.00 
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U.S. Army Special Forces Medical Handbook . * ..... 22.95 
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Package Check 


F ive or six years ago presidential candidate Bill Clinton 
appeared on MTV, the music-video/alternative-news chan¬ 
nel. During a Q&A session with a studio audience, the 
Hunk from Hope (Ark.) happily responded to a young woman’s 
irreverent question about his personal choice in underwear: 
Boxer shorts or briefs? 

Nowadays, the burning question pertains to the contents of said 
underwear. Specifically, what are the “distinguishing characteris¬ 
tics in Clinton’s genital area that were obvious” to sexual-harass¬ 
ment litigant Paula Jones? 

Perhaps any forthcoming U.S. District Court trial in Clinton vs. 
Jones will not have to go there ... 

The Scarlet Letter 

The Supreme Court ruled, 9-0, this spring that President Clinton 
does not enjoy “categorical immunity” against lawsuits unrelated to 
his official duties. This means Jones may pursue her suit against the 
former governor of Arkansas. She seeks a public apology (or some¬ 
thing resembling an apology) from Clinton, and $700,000 in dam¬ 
ages. 

Jones alleges that in 1991, while she was a clerical worker for 
the state government, the governor invited her (through a state 
trooper moonlighting as procurer) to a Little Rock hotel room. 


There, Gov. Clinton allegedly dropped trou and asked for oral sex; 
Jones says she indignantly refused. The president says it never hap¬ 
pened. In 1994, Jones sued. Two lower-court rulings and one near- 
settlement later, Clinton vs. Jones went to the high court. 

There, Clinton’s lawyers argued for presidential privilege : His 
executive duties keep him too busy to be bothered by lawsuits, so 
the case should be postponed until after his second and final term. 
(One lawyer earlier had speculated that Clinton, as commander in 
chief, enjoyed protection under the Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Relief 
Act. Editorial cartoonists nationwide had fun with that boner.) 

The high court’s unanimous ruling on 27 May surprised 
Washington observers. News of it overshadowed news of 
Clinton’s attendance at a treaty-signing meeting in Paris of 
NATO and Russian leaders. The administration’s spin-doctors 
immediately went to work. “People who don’t pay close atten¬ 
tion will hear that the president lost nine-zip and jump to con¬ 
clusions,” a White House official remarked to a New York Times 
reporter. 

Of course, the Supreme Court’s ruling only allows the suit to 
continue; Clinton’s guilt as a low-grade sexual predator has yet to 
be proved — although Slick Willie’s reputation for adultery is now 
accepted as fact by many Americans. (Besides, JFK did it...) 

Legal experts quickly speculated that an out-of-court settlement 

and subsequent few weeks of 
bad publicity might be Clinton’s 
easiest way out. It would allow 
the American public (with its 
short attention span) to forget 
and the president to move on 
with the affairs of state — and 
other nagging scandals. Clin¬ 
ton’s personal lawyers might 
manage to further delay the 
case, too. 

Lessons Learned? 

How Americans look at this 
mess depends on whose Gore is 
getting oxed. 

This and many other publi¬ 
cations (even of the “liberal 
media”) have noted that femi¬ 
nist and women’s rights groups 
— which supported Anita Hill 
and her ultimately discredited 
claim of sexual harassment 
against conservative Supreme 
Court nominee Clarence 
Thomas — have ignored Jones. 
Rejecting charges of hypocrisy, 
one feminist leader indignantly 
retorted that Jones was being 
supported by “a plethora of 
ri ght-wing organizations.’’ 

And what about the 
Democrats — the party of the 
common man and woman, the 
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champion of lower-income Americans? 
Clinton apologists and party apparatchiks 
brazenly played the social-status card to 
discredit Jones, the working-class daughter 
of a small-town evangelist, as a big-haired 
gold digger, a bimbo, “trailer trash” A 
striking example of Southern Democrat 
nastiness came from the reptilian James 
Carville, former adviser to Clinton: “Drag 
a $100 bill through a trailer park; there’s 
no telling what you’ll find.” (This churlish 
remark reportedly killed prospects for a 
1994 out-of-court settlement.) 

This spring, at about the same time as 
the Clinton vs. Jones ruling, another messy 
affair — a female Tailhook , of sorts — was 
being played out. A hard-charging B-52 
flyer, 1 st Lieutenant Kelly Flinn, left the 
service because of adultery and un-officer- 
ly conduct. The personal, even intimate, 
behavior of a crew member on a nuclear- 
weapons platform is the military’s busi¬ 
ness. And because of passion, bad judg¬ 
ment, and probably a fair amount of jet- 
jockey arrogance, the Air Force lost a high¬ 
ly trained young warrior who happened to 
be a woman. 

Further up the chain of command, the 
man in the Oval Office will be distracted, at 
least to a small extent, from his truly impor¬ 
tant duties by a highly embarrassing lawsuit 
over an alleged incident from six years ago. 

Whether it is Lt Flinn vs. the Air Force 
or Clinton vs. Jones, it is the American peo¬ 
ple who ultimately are the losers. ^ 
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UNITED SUITES 

Coming in fast and low: Project to equip 31 ships — Whidbey 
Island -class landing ships, Wasp- and new San Antonio -class 
amphibious ships, and aircraft carriers — with defense against 
cruise missiles is delayed by 4 years until 2003-4, Navy reports. 


Reason: lack of money (up to $7 million per ship). System compris- , - ,, 

pq miH-rannp infp.rrp.nlnr mk<iilpQ Phatarw rinsp-mnnp mins rhaff - ft 


es mid-range interceptor missiles, Phalanx close-range guns, chaff 
and electronic decoys, sensors, radar, fiber-optic “nervous system,” 
and computer. • Hostile holograms: Army researchers predict 
laser-generated 3-D images of U.S. tanks and other weapons, as bat¬ 
tlefield decoys or psyops props, are technologically possible within 
10 years. • Politically incorrect: A congressional report concludes b- 
U.S. military now incapable of fighting Gulf War-type conflict due to 
downsizing, overextended forces, low morale; Pentagon civilian offi¬ 
cials quickly disagree. 
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RUSSIA 

Oil and missiles: Moscow media confirm Russia sent about 30 Scud¬ 
'S^ B missiles (conventional warheads) plus launchers to Armenia during its 
shaky cease-fire with Azerbaijan. (The 2 ex-Soviet republics have fought 
over the Nagorno-Karabakh area.) Western oil companies, investing in 
vast potential of Caspian Sea region, are alarmed by arms race and esca¬ 
lating tensions. • Cold War revisited: German officials say their 
nation is primary European target of Russia’s new spy services, whose 
methods increasingly resemble old KGB’s. • Deputy prime minister 
calls for creation of “Interpol-type” organization to combat thousands of 
crime rings operating in former Soviet Union. • New defense for 
tanks: Computer-guided system for late-model tanks, called “ARENA,” 
reportedly reacts automatically upon radar contact with incoming anti¬ 
tank missile. System then launches turret-mounted explosive block 5 
meters into air; block detonates, scattering downward arc of pellets in 
missile’s path. 



CANADA 

Arctic after Cold War: Military receives Pentagon 
offer of $100 million in credit, for purchases of U.S. 
equipment, in partial compensation for environ¬ 
mental cleanup at about 20 old Distant Early 
Warning radar sites in Canada’s Arctic and old U.S. 
Navy base in Newfoundland. Controversial propos¬ 
al, not yet approved in Ottawa or by U.S. Congress, 
would occur over 10 years. 


HONDURAS 

Soldiers as cops: Government responds to rise in 
violent crime and kidnapping by deploying 1,000 
soldiers for police duties. 



HAITI 

At the request of local government, 
Canada pledges to keep 700 peace¬ 
keeping troops here through Decem¬ 
ber even though U.N. mission ends on 
31 July. Meanwhile, 200 U.S. para¬ 
troopers are brought in to practice 
protecting U.S. facilities. • Crime wave 
continues, and police casualties 
increase. Starvation seen in northwest 
area. 


ZIMBABWE 

Regional alliance: Twenty-day 
peacekeeping exercise here 
involves local troops and deploy¬ 
ments from Lesotho, Malawi, 
Mozambique, Namibia, South 
Africa, Swaziland, and Tanzania. 
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BOSNIA 

War-crimes investigator resigns from job of 
finding 25,000 people missing in Bosnia and 
Croatia; cites insufficient budget and lack of 
NATO troops’ aid in excavation of mass 
graves. • Kevlar add-ons: U.S. Army trucks 
here are equipped with 300-pound ballistic 
mats as partial protection against land mines. 
• During SFOR mission, U.S. Navy flies P-3 
surveillance aircraft (with long-range cam¬ 
eras) and EP-3s for signals intercept over 
Bosnia and Albania. 



TURKEY 

Religion and politics: Infighting pits 
army, influential and traditionally secular, 
against Islamic government of Prime 
Minister Erbakan. Army leaders declare 
Islamic fundamentalism as greatest 
threat to national security, order closure 
of religious secondary schools. 
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SOUTH AFRICA 

Post -apartheid crime wave 
builds, scares away foreign 
investors, forces large 
domestic companies to flee 
downtown areas of major 
cities. Growing public senti¬ 
ment seen for reinstatement 
of death penalty. (Police/mili¬ 
tary task forces profiled in 
September ’96 SOF.) • 
Parliament passes laws pro¬ 
hibiting citizens from partici¬ 
pating in unauthorized mer¬ 
cenary activities. 
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BELGIUM 

Not ‘all for one’: Fierce rivalry between 
European and U.S. arms industries for interna¬ 
tional sales promotes incompatibility of 
weapons among NATO member nations, offi¬ 
cials in Brussels headquarters say. National 
pressures to protect defense industry plus a 
lack of central threat (Soviet Union) make it dif¬ 
ficult for NATO leaders preaching unity. 




CHINA 

No more ‘human waves : Mainland China is steadily 
upgrading its armed forces, emphasizing high-tech 
weapons overall and mechanization of (smaller) army over 
sheer numbers of infantry, Pentagon concludes. Other fund¬ 
ing priorities for next 20 years appear to be combat aviation, 
air defense, warships, spy satellites, and large arsenal of 
cruise and ballistic missiles. 
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IRAN 

Revolutionary Guard’s largest-ever wargame, called “Road to 
Jerusalem,” involves 200,000 troops engaged in infantry and air¬ 
borne ops, amphibious landings to “recapture” Henqam and 
Qeshm islands, and launches of tactical missiles (including anti¬ 
ship). • Choke-point challenge: Revolutionary Guard’s com¬ 
mander says Iranian forces — which include 3 Kilo-class diesel 
submarines — could, if necessary, close the Strait of Hormuz to 
hostile nations and keep it open to friendly ones. (Much of West’s 
oil, in tankers, passes through the 30-mile wide strait.) Blockade 
threat not new: During Soviet war in Afghanistan, U.S. planners 
projected worst-case scenario of Soviet invasion of Persian Gulf 
via Iran. 
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ISRAEL 

Obsolete gas masks? 

Concluding that hostile Syria 
has VX nerve gas (deliverable 
via missiles), government to 
spend $15 million to upgrade 
civil-defense equipment. Jeru¬ 
salem warns Damascus its mil¬ 
itary response to gas attack 
would be “many times” worse 
— possibly a veiled reference 
to nuclear weapons. 
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UNITED ARAB 
EMIRATES 

SAM sales: Pentagon warns Abu 
Dhabi government that if it buys 
Russian S-300V (SA-12) long-range 
air-defense missiles — which lack 
NATO-compatible “identify friend or 
foe” equipment— instead of Patriot 
system. U.S. aircraft will not be able 
to operate in UAE airspace. (U.S. 
SecDef Cohen reportedly made sim¬ 
ilar warning to South Korea.) 
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PAKISTAN 

First Agosta 90-B diesel sub, 
built in France, to be delivered in 
1998 as part of $943-million 
deal. After that, two more to be 
built locally in joint venture with 
French shipbuilder. Subs to 
carry torpedoes and Exocet anti¬ 
ship missiles and significantly 
boost capability of navy (which 
is dwarfed by rival India’s). 



BRITAIN 

Military leaders see battle looming with newly 
victorious Labour Party over campaign pledge 
to decrease military presence (now 23,000 
troops) in Germany. Top brass fear large pull¬ 
out would damage Britain’s credibility in NATO 
and cost nearly (U.S.) $4 billion. 


UKRAINE 

Show them the money: Income source for 
cash-strapped armed forces — besides inter¬ 
national sales of Soviet armor and aircraft left 
behind in 1991 — is non-military work: Army 
trucks are hired out for freight shipments, com¬ 
bat engineers build railroads, and air force 
charters aircraft. 


Bad signs: Government reports deaths of 
nearly 150 children from malnutrition; U.N. aid 
agency says famine there is “virtually 
inevitable.” Japanese government speculates 
North Korea has turned to narcotrafficking for 
foreign currency following seizure there of 
freighter carrying cache of drugs. U.S. officials 
say recent North Korean military maneuvers 
might have been in response to civil unrest. 


World Sitrep is compiled in part from the biweekly 
newsletter For Your Eyes Only: An Open Intelligence I 
Summary of Current Military Affairs. Published by Tiger 
Publications, P.O. Box 8759, Dept. SOF, Amarillo, Texas 
79114-875S; subscriptions are $70 per year (26 issues), J 
$74.38 in Texas. Sample issue available for $3. Those 1 
interested in world intei are encouraged to subscribe. 















































This year's banquet will include the auction of guns used 
by the LAPD in the bank robbery shoot-out. Auctioneer will be 
a Hollywood celebrity. Included in convention packet, Saturday 
night awards ceremony features insightful speakers 
and savory cuisine. Dress is casual. 


NEW topics including: SEAL Actions in 
Vietnam, Room Clearance, Prisoner Search 
and Secure Techniques, Entry Weapons of Choice, C.Q.B., Escape and 
Evasion and more. Learn the truth firsthand from the men who have been 
there. Free admission only to registered conventioneers and shooters. 


1997 SOF Convention Pre-Registration Form 


□ Yes! I want to be a part of the 1997 Convention 

□ Check or money order enclosed. $150 must be received by 
Aug. 31, 1997. $175 after August 31. 

Half refund by 8/15/97 • No refund after 8/15/97 

□ Charge $_to my □ Mastercard □ Visa 

Card Number 11111111111111111 Exp. Date I J I 

Signature __ . .. IV 

Name ___ 

Address _ _ _ Apt. # _* 

City _State_Zip_ 


Phone Number_ 

T-Shirt Size (circle one) S M L XL XXL 

Mail with payment to: SOF Convention ’97 Pre-Registration 
P0 Box 693, Boulder, CO 80306 
Phone (303) 449-3750 • FAX (303) 444-5617 


SOF EXPO 


Check out the latest in weaponry, ammo 
and other merchandise from over 300 
exhibitors, including S9W, Ruger, Mossberg, Beretta, Colt, Hornady, 


Brownell's, Armalite, Gerber, Boker Knives, Bushmaster, DPMS, and Olympic 
Arms. Runs Friday, Saturday and Sunday. Free admission to registered con¬ 
ventioneers and shooters. 


THREE-GUN MATCH 


Prestige and cash prizes for expert shoot¬ 
ers and those who aspire to be. 


FIREPOWER DEMO 


An awesome display of firepower caps off 
an action-packed day at the range; team 
shootoffs, manufacturers’ new-product demos, skydiving, big guns & explo¬ 
sives. All day Saturday - free to conventioneers. 

Receive expert training in a wide range of 
courses including skydiving, commando 


PARTICIPATORY EVENTS 


crawl, IPSC indoor shoot, interactive automated shooting systems, hand-to- 
hand combat, one-on-one training and conversation in an 'informal' setting 
with real SEALS. 


Note: All events, seminars and schedules subject to change. 









































































































































Zona Rosa U pdate 

thRU 




FMLN Turncoat 
Entangled In Top- 
Secret Turf War 

Text & Photos by 
Dale Andrade 


Editor's note: The author is not related to the 
subject of this report . 


T he recruitment of unsavory characters is 
a fact of life at the Central Intelligence 
Agency. It happens all of the time, but 
eveiy once in a while one of them sur¬ 
faces and causes a public stir. 

Most recently, a Guatemalan military officer 
connected to human-rights abuses was found to be 
on the CIA payroll. This outrage — and others — 
have led to a purge of CIA “assets” thought to be 
involved in “serious criminal activity.” 

But there is one case that has escaped much 
notice, despite the fact that it has connections to a 
bloody incident in El Salvador more than a decade 
ago: the massacre of four unarmed U.S. Marine 
Corps embassy guards, plus bystanders, at a 
restaurant in the Zona Rosa section of downtown 
San Salvador. 

On 25 March, an immigration court in Newark, 
N. J., ruled that one Pedro Antonio Andrade, a legal 
resident in the United States, must be deported to 
El Salvador because of his alleged role in the 1985 
massacre. 

How could someone suspected of such a 
heinous crime be allowed into this country in the 


Salvadoran infantrymen bore the brunt of the 
civil war. 
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Salvadoran infantrymen take a breather 
during ops against FMLN guerrillas in 
Usulutan province in August 1985, two 
months after Zona Rosa massacre. 


first place? Good question. The kicker is 
that Andrade was suspected of planning the 
massacre even before he came to the United 
States — and he later was paid more than 
$20,000 by the CIA. 

From Salvador To Jersey 

During the 1980s, Andrade was a guerril¬ 
la leader in the Partido Revolucionaria de 
los Trabajadores Centroamericana ( PRTC ), 
one of five branches of the FMLN 
(.Farabundo Marti National Liberation 
Front), the communist organization fighting 
to overthrow the government of El Salvador. 
Various reports linked Andrade to the 
PRTC’s urban terrorist cell, the Mardoqueo 
Cruz Urban Commandos, the group respon¬ 


sible for the Zona Rosa massacre. 

For six years now, Andrade has lived a 
peaceful life in New Jersey. There is no evi¬ 
dence that he has broken any laws on U.S. 
soil. But a long-simmering feud between 
the CIA and the departments of State and 
Justice over the way in which he was 
allowed into the United States insured that 
he would not be left alone forever. 

Late last summer, the Immigration and 
Naturalization Service (INS) moved to 
“exclude” Andrade as a “person without 
documents” because his parole (legal status 
to live in the United States) had expired in 
April 1993. In November, they arrested him 
in Patterson, NJL 

Andrade’s lawyers were outraged. 


According to attorney Anne Blanchfield, 
the hearings were not even necessary 
because Andrade followed all of the rules. 
“He did reapply,” she says, “but his applica¬ 
tion was never granted; it seems like there is 
no paperwork on it.” However, INS officials 
say “there is no record that Andrade 
requested an extension of his parole.” 

But this is only part of the defense. 
According to Blanchfield, Andrade was 
really not part of the FMLN at all, having 
“resigned in 1988” because “he was in dis¬ 
agreement with certain policies.” But the 
FMLN refused to accept Andrade’s resigna¬ 
tion, she said, and “set him up to be arrest¬ 
ed by the police.” 

And what about the evidence against 
Andrade in connection with the 
Zona Rosa murders? 

“There’s no evidence what¬ 
soever,” says Blanchfield. She 
discounts the testimony of for¬ 
mer guerrillas as either coerced 
or bought. She also points out 
that a polygraph test adminis¬ 
tered by Salvadoran officials 
exonerated him. The bottom 
line, says Blanchfield, is that 
Andrade would almost certain¬ 
ly be killed if he were forced 
back to El Salvador. 

Indeed, Andrade might have 
plenty to worry about. As a for¬ 
mer high-ranking guerrilla he is 
sure to have enemies still in the 
government; as a turncoat who ratted on his 
former comrades, it also seems likely that 
there are many on the left who would not 
mind seeing him dead. 


Information For Sale 


The Zona Rosa massacre brought home 
the reality of guerrilla war to Americans who 
thought the conflict in El Salvador could be 
fought from the sidelines. Insurgents are 
more than willing to use terror in their cause, 
and they will invariably bring it to bear at 
the most unexpected times. 

On 19 June 1985, the target was Chili’s, 
an American-owned chain restaurant fre¬ 
quented by American embassy workers. 
The attack was short but devastating. Four 
off-duty Marines died in a hail of bullets: 
Sergeant Thomas T. Handwork, Sgt. Bobby 
J. Dickson, Corporal Gregory H. Weber, 
and Cpl. Patrick R. Kwiatkowski. Two other 
Americans, employees of the Wang 
Corporation, plus six bystanders were also 
killed and several others wounded. 

The investigation into the murders went 
nowhere. Salvadoran police lost track of wit¬ 
nesses and evidence as sightseers trampled 
the bloody crime scene. A month and a half 
later there was not a single lead in the case. 

Then on 4 August 1985, U.S. Border 
Patrol agents caught a man named Juan 
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Miguel Garcia Melendez trying to sneak 
over the border into San Diego. Knowing 
the game was up, Garcia whispered to 
Border Patrol agents that he had informa¬ 
tion on the Zona Rosa massacre — if the 
U.S. government would pay him the 
$100,000 reward offered by the State 
Department for information leading to the 
capture of the murderers. The Border Patrol, 
and later FBI agents, interrogated Garcia. 

Garcia admitted to being a member of the 
PRTC, but claimed he was just an underling. 
On the afternoon of 19 June, he claimed, he 
was working at an upholstery shop in San 
Salvador that doubled as a safehouse; there, 
two guerrillas, William Celio Rivas Bolanos 
and a man he knew only as “Ulises,” bragged 
that they were going to “kill some gringos.” 
Rivas recalled he paid no heed, but that night 
he heard on the radio that four U.S. Marines 
had been murdered in the Zona Rosa. 


shadowy figure known as “Mario 
Gonzales.” His real name was Pedro 
Antonio Andrade, commander of the 
PRTC’s urban operations. By the beginning 
of 1986, both the CIA and the Salvadoran 
government strongly believed that Andrade 
was behind the murders. 

Then in May 1989, Salvadoran police 
captured Axel Armando Orellana Mena, a 
ranking member of the PRTC’s Central 
Committee. He, too, knew all about 
Andrade, insisting he was behind both the 
planning and execution of the attack. Based 
on Orellana’s interrogation, Salvadoran 
police soon pinpointed Andrade’s location. 
On 28 May, they nabbed him. 

Andrade’s capture paid off. Less than a 
week later, Andrade led Salvadoran troops 
to the biggest weapons cache ever captured 
during the long civil war. At three different 
sites around the city police found 343 


Kalashnikov rifles, a half-million rounds of 
ammunition, and dozens of explosive 
devices. Andrade claimed the weapons 
came from North Korea, Cuba, Nicaragua, 
and the Soviet Union — the usual suspects. 

He told his interrogators that Havana’s 
Directorate of Special Operations “planned, 
coordinated and supervised training and 
logistical support for the FMLN and 
planned FMLN operations against strategic 
or special targets. Cuban diplomats in 
Mexico provided funds and documentation, 
such as visas and false identity papers, to 
FMLN members.” 

Nicaragua was the bridge over which all 
of this passed, and Andrade provided 
detailed descriptions of the logistical effort 
as well as the names and identities of many 
of those involved. The CIA concluded that 
this “active” involvement by Cuba and 
Nicaragua was “instrumental in allowing 
the FMLN to continue hostile activities in 
El Salvador.” 

A Little Fish - Or Big? 

Not surprisingly, the Zona Rosa killings 
came up immediately during the interroga¬ 
tion. Andrade adamantly denied that he was 
the mastermind, admitting only that he was 
ordered to set up routes to and from the 
Zona Rosa and to obtain medical supplies 
before the attack. He said he was not told 
the reason for any of this. 

Who, then, planned the attack? 

Andrade pointed the finger at Jose 
Manuel Melgar, a PRTC Political 
Commission member in charge of directing 
the activities of the Mardoqueo Cruz cells 
beginning in May 1985. The attack, said 

Salvadoran army’s mission during civil 
war included pacification of rural commu¬ 
nities formerly under guerrillas’ control. 


Garcia got none of Washington’s reward 
money. Instead, on 16 August he was placed 
on a plane back to El Salvador, where police 
aiTested him as he stepped onto his native 
soil. Charged with “subversive association,” 
Garcia spent the next seven and a half years 
in prison. 

His information, however, paid big divi¬ 
dends. Police raided the upholstery shop 
and captured Rivas and another man who 
was later found to have no connection to the 
guerrillas. Unfortunately, police missed 
another key suspect, Ismael Dimas Aguilar, 
the man known as “Ulises.” Police appar¬ 
ently forgot to cover the back door and 
Dimas escaped. 

The Usual Cold War Suspects 

Over the next two years, Salvadoran 
police rounded up five guerrillas involved 
in the murders (two others were later killed 
during battles in other parts of El Salvador), 
but these were the shooters — not the boss¬ 
es. One leader they really wanted was a 
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Andrade, was to be Melgar’s big entrance 
into the world of urban terrorism. 

On the other hand, according to a Justice 
Department report, Andrade admitted that 
although he was not aware of what Melgar 
was up to, “he knew full well that he was 
participating in the overall plan which 
would be carried out at some time in the 
near future” and that whatever happened, it 
would be directed against “gringos.” 

There was also a strange 
twist to the case. 

Two days after his arrest, 

Salvadoran officials asked the 
U.S. Embassy if Andrade might 
be an American citizen. It 
seems that police found a U.S. 
social-security number for him, 
a California identification card, 
a check-cashing card issued in 
1981 indicating that he worked 
for the Marriott Corporation, 
and a slip of paper with an 
address in Cliffside Park, N.J. 

According to the Justice 
Department, Andrade said he 
had entered the United States 
illegally during the early ’80s 
and was living with relatives in 
Los Angeles. He returned to 
Central America because, he 
discovered, “it was just as safe 
to be fighting in the jungles of 
El Salvador as it was to be on 
the streets of Los Angeles.” 

Intel-Gathering 
Vs. Justice 

The Justice Department was 
thrilled to hear that there might 
be a break in the case. 

Assistant U.S. Attorney Brian 
Murtagh, the lawyer assigned 
to the Zona Rosa case, visited 
CIA headquarters in Langley, 

Va., on 30 May 1989, two days 
after Andrade’s capture. 

Murtagh was shown a classi¬ 
fied cable just in from San 
Salvador: A man known as 
“Mario Gonzales” (at the time 
they did not know his real name 
was Pedro Andrade) had been 
captured and he wanted to make a deal. “I 
can tell you something about Zona Rosa,” 
the man was quoted as saying, “but only if I 
can come to the United States.” 

Murtagh recalled a CIA lawyer told him 
that “Gonzales might be involved in the Zona 
Rosa matter, but that CIA station officers in 
El Salvador could not wait to get their hands 
on him.” Did the Justice Department have 
any objections to a parole for “Gonzales” so 
he could become a CIA asset? 

After poring over Zona Rosa documents, 
Murtagh realized that this was the man they 
were looking for. In a phone conversation 
with CIA lawyers the following day, he 
“expressed strong concerns about the CIA’s 
request for parole in light of the fact that the 
CIA had previously identified him 
[Gonzales/Andrade] as being involved in 


the Zona Rosa murders.” 

To the CIA, though, intelligence-gather¬ 
ing came first; Andrade clearly had much to 
tell. Still, because of the possible connec¬ 
tion between him and the Zona Rosa mur¬ 
ders, the Agency feared it might get caught 
up in a criminal investigation. The Justice 
Department, on the other hand, felt the 
crime at Zona Rosa superseded Andrade’s 
intelligence value. A bureaucratic fight was 


in the offing; after a plea from the CIA for 
“assistance in calming [the Justice 
Department] down for a few days,” allies in 
Washington intervened. 

On 2 June, the station got special per¬ 
mission from Deputy Director of Central 
Intelligence Richard Kerr to debrief 
Andrade, but only if the subject of the Zona 
Rosa attack was not brought up. If it was, 
read the instructions, “Station participants 
were immediately to excuse themselves 
from the interview.” 

A Tangled Web 

Of course, there was no way to separate 
the Zona Rosa killings from other intelli¬ 
gence matters. The CIA knew that Andrade 
was unlikely to cooperate unless he was 
offered assurances that he would not face 


trial in the United States for the murders. 
But no one was willing to do that unless 
they were certain that Andrade had not 
been involved. 

On 5 July 1989, the U.S. Embassy asked 
the Salvadoran police to give Andrade a 
polygraph test. They did, and reported that 
he mostly was truthful about not being 
involved in the procurement of weapons for 
the attack, but said his responses on three 
questions pertaining to plan¬ 
ning the attack were “inconclu¬ 
sive.” However, a second poly¬ 
graph test on 20 July seemed to 
bear out Andrade’s claims. The 
Salvadorans decided he was 
being truthful. 

The Justice Department was 
not persuaded. Murtagh recalls 
that none of the FBI’s experts 
examined the results of the 
polygraph, and that regardless 
of what the Salvadorans 
claimed, he was becoming 
more convinced with every 
passing day that Andrade was 
involved in the murders. No one 
else, however, seemed to care. 

On 11 September, a cable 
signed by the U.S. ambassador 
to El Salvador, William Walker, 
officially asked the Department 
of Justice not to seek the extradi¬ 
tion and prosecution of Andrade. 
His message said that the “evi¬ 
dence does not support a finding 
that [Andrade] was involved in 
either the planning or implemen¬ 
tation of the crime,” and 
attacked the credibility of the 
witnesses who fingered him. 

However, the appearance of 
bureaucratic tidiness is deceiv¬ 
ing. Although Ambassador 
Walker signed the cable, it was 
written by Richard Chidester, 
the State Department’s legal 
officer in El Salvador between 
March 1989 and June 1991. 
Chidester appears to have been 
acting not for the U.S. 
Embassy, but on behalf of the 
CIA — which wanted Andrade 
brought to the United States without the 
threat of prosecution. (After the episode 
came under investigation in 1995, Chidester 
claimed that the “whole idea” came straight 
from the CIA station in El Salvador, which 
directly asked him if there was some way to 
get Andrade into the United States.) 

On 25 September, the CIA station sent a 
message to Langley requesting permission 
to provide financial assistance to Andrade’s 
family, which was already living in the 
United States. The station chief said that 
Andrade had agreed to tell everything he 
knew about the FMLN and its activities, 
and to make a video “unmasking the 
FMLN.” In return, Andrade wanted a 
promise of clemency and a cash settlement 
of $10,000 for himself and his family. 

The CIA went one step further, setting 



Salvadoran artillery battery prepares to fire in support of army 
patrol in contact with guerrillas. 
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up a fund of $20,000 for the family and 
promising additional money if Andrade’s 
revelations proved valuable. According to 
the CIA, this was done because Chidester 
assured them that “Justice [Department] had 
no intention of prosecuting Andrade.” 

Apparently, the CIA and the Justice 
Department were not actually talking to one 
another. 

"Pulled A Fast One" 

For two months the Justice Department, 
CIA, and the State Department haggled 
over what to do with Andrade, but no minds 
were changed. 

Assistant U.S. Attorney Murtagh led the 
faction that believed Andrade was involved 
in the murders, while the CIA argued that 
since nothing could be proved, it made more 
sense to exploit Andrade’s intelligence 
value. With no agreement in sight, all parties 
agreed to refrain from any unilateral action. 

There it stood. The Justice Department 
could not charge Andrade without help from 
the CIA. Although Murtagh believed the 
Agency could provide evidence against 
Andrade, he knew that CIA case officers 
would never “be made available to testify at 
trial.” So the next best thing was keeping 
Andrade out of the United States, the one 
place he really wanted to go. 

Despite objections and supposed agree¬ 
ments, the State Department officially 
requested a parole for Andrade on 27 March 
1990. Again, the man behind it all was 
Richard Chidester. He sent copies of the 
request to the CIA and the FBI, but not to 


the Department of Justice’s lawyers or his 
own State Department Legal Adviser’s 
Office, both of which had objected to 
Andrade’s parole all along. Chidester said 
that his actions were necessary because 
Andrade was in “grave danger of being 
murdered by his former comrades.” 

The request was hand-carried to the INS 
as a “hot case” demanding immediate atten¬ 
tion. On 24 April, the INS approved a three- 
year parole for Andrade in the United States. 

This certainly looks like an underhand¬ 
ed attempt to outflank the Justice 
Department, but Chidester insists that he 
was not trying to “sneak the parole request 
through the system....” Whatever the case, 
the cable was never received by Justice 
Department prosecutors. 

Although Andrade’s parole was 
approved in April, he remained in El 
Salvador in order to provide the CIA with 
more “detailed intelligence information” 
and to make his propaganda video 
denouncing the FMLN. For about a week 
in early June he stayed in Chidester’s 
home, according to the State Department, 
so he “would be more at ease and talk 
freely” during the filming. But it was all 
for naught. The CIA never used the video, 
which later was destroyed. 

Then on 28 June, Andrade entered the 
United States, flying from El Salvador to 
Miami and then on to join his family in New 
Jersey. He was safe: The statute of limita¬ 
tions on prosecution for the Zona Rosa mur¬ 
ders had expired nine days earlier. 

Why did Andrade not come to the United 


M60 gunner aboard Salvadoran army UH- 
1 helicopter watches for signs of FMLN 
ground activity during resupply flight to 
troops in the field. 


States immediately after his parole was 
granted in April? It certainly looks as if the 
State Department and the CLA, well aware 
that the Justice Department did not know 
what was going on, wanted to wait until they 
were sure there was no chance that Andrade 
might be arrested and chained with murder. 

Murtagh was “surprised and furious” 
when he learned, 12 days later, of Andrade’s 
quiet entry into the United States. He imme¬ 
diately called his counterpart at CIA and 
vented his outrage, though he knew there 
was little he could do. Murtagh would tell 
investigators that he assumed the parole was 
all part of “a CIA operation” and that, with 
Chidester’s help, Langley had “pulled a fast 
one.” His supervisors agreed, but since 
there was no fraud on Andrade’s part in all 
this, no one at the Justice Department tried 
to deport him. 

Of course, all of this was going on 
behind the scenes with the American public 
kept in the dark. Not even the families of the 
dead Marines were apprised of the case: As 
late as 1995, parents still knew almost noth¬ 
ing about the investigation, nothing about 
the infighting between government bureau¬ 
cracies, and certainly nothing about 
Andrade’s parole. Then the mother of slain 

Continued on page 70 
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(inset, above) Fathi Shiqaqi shortly before his assassination by a Mossad hit team, 
(above) Repubblika la Malta. 122 sq. miles of sun, shopping and scenic charm. “The 
Doctor's” last resort, (left) Supporters of assassinated Islamic Jihad leader, Fathi 
Shaqaqi, unload his body from a plane at Damascus Airport, 31 October 1995. 


T he Arab was just approaching 
his hotel after doing some 
shopping. Carrying several 
bags containing new clothing, 
he looked like any other travel¬ 
er on holiday in Malta. 

The steps of the Hotel Diplomat were in 
front of him and he paid little attention to a 
young man walking purposefully toward him. 

With narrow eyes and high cheekbones, 
the Arab probably regarded him as Asian 
and, therefore, unlikely to be a threat. 

As the young man drew near the Arab, 
he jerked a Beretta pistol from beneath his 
jacket and fired three muffled shots in quick 
succession. The first two bullets, hollow- 
points, struck the Arab in the left temple, 


but the third missed and struck a nearby 
parked car. 

A woman bystander screamed as others 
on the street hit the pavement or sprinted for 
cover. The assassin ignored the commotion 
and coldly, methodically, leaned over and 
fired three more rounds into the Arab’s 
bloody head. Then he rose, jammed the gun 
back under his jacket, and dashed into a 
small alley just behind the hotel, no more 
than fifty feet away. There, an accomplice 
on a blue Yamaha motor scooter waited, the 
engine revving, as the gunman leaped on 
and in seconds was extracted from the area. 

So ended the days of Dr. Fathi Shiqaqi, 
known as “The Doctor,” and leader of 
Islamic Jihad. 


Early Years 

Bom in 1951, in Rafahl, at the southern 
tip of the Gaza strip, Fathi Shiqaqi embraced 
the ideas and philosophy of Egyptian presi¬ 
dent Gamal Abdul Nasser. In 1967, amid the 
aftermath of the Six Day War, he joined the 
Muslim Brotherhood in Gaza. 

In 1974, Shiqaqi finished his mathemat¬ 
ics studies at Bir Zeit and, after marrying his 
landlord’s attractive daughter, Fathiyah 
Chiyat, moved to Egypt where he studied 
medicine at Zaqziq University. 

While in Egypt, he established contact 
with the most extreme Islamic groups, 
including the al-Tachfier wa al-Hegira and 
the Egyptian Islamic Jihad. Both organiza- 
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tions relied heavily on the teachings of the 
blind Sheik Omar Abel Rahman, who was 
sentenced to life in prison for his part in the 
so-called “July 4th Conspiracy” to bomb a 
number of tunnels and buildings in New 
York City and is widely suspected to have 
been involved in the World Trade Center 
bombing. Shiqaqi became acquainted both 
with Rahman and the assassins of Egyptian 
president Anwar Sadat. 

It was during this period that Shiqaqi also 
met his future partner in Islamic Jihad, 

Abed al-Aziz Oude. Ironically, the 
man who would later kill so many 
people, including children, became a 
pediatrician upon his graduation while 
continuing his Islamic studies at night. 

Following Sadat’s assassination 
and fearing arrest, Shiqaqi decided to 
leave Egypt and returned to the occupied 
West Bank. 

Many of his friends and colleagues, 
however, were not so lucky, and were either 
imprisoned or deported to the Gaza Strip, 
where they became easy recruits for the new 
organization being created by Shiqaqi and 
Oude. Islamic Jihad was not designed to be 
a mass movement, but rather a revolution¬ 
ary elite that would lead the masses to 
Islamic revolution. 

To support his family, Shiqaqi took a 
pediatric position at Jerusalem’s Augusta 
Victoria Hospital on Mount Scopus. He also 
worked part-time at another hospital, the 
Muqassad. Soon he came to the attention of 
the Shin Bet, Israel’s domestic security 
agency. He was first arrested shortly after 
his return, in 1982, and held in administra¬ 
tive detention for a short time before being 
released. Unintimidated by the Israelis, he 
returned immediately to his organizational 
activities on behalf of Islamic Jihad and 
acquired the nickname, “The Doctor.” 

In August 1983, Islamic Jihad conducted 
its first operation: An Israeli religious stu¬ 
dent in Hebron was stabbed to death by 
members of the organization, and in the 
aftermath of the attack Shiqaqi was arrested 
and sentenced to 11 months in jail. 

Upon his release, Shiqaqi stepped up his 
recruitment efforts and began forming 
secret terrorist cells. Among those whose 
help was enlisted were members of the 
Muslim clergy. Recruits were provided 
with weapons and trained in the use of 
explosives, and then directed to carry out 
terrorist attacks. 

Once again, Shiqaqi was arrested by the 
Shin Bet and jailed. In 1988, he was 
expelled from Israel to South Lebanon, but 
soon found his way to Damascus. 

The Master Terrorist 

Shiqaqi was treated as a celebrity by the 
Syrian government and allowed to operate 
freely in Damascus. He was provided with a 
police escort and his bodyguards were per¬ 
mitted to openly carry weapons. From 
Damascus, he expanded his organization 
and formed regional headquarters in both 
Beirut and Amman. In addition, he estab¬ 
lished linkages to Palestinian students 


studying in Europe, especially in Germany 
and the United Kingdom. 

He communicated with his various cells 
in the occupied territories via the Islamic 
Jihad office in London. The United States 
was also used as a conduit from Shiqaqi to 
his followers. 

From his home on the outskirts of the 
Yauq Refugee Camp near Damascus, and 
his office on the second floor of a shopping 
center at the camp, he wove his web of 


deception and terror, and controlled every 
aspect of Islamic Jihad. Using secure fax 
machines, he sent encrypted messages to all 
of his terrorist units and personally directed 
every terrorist operation. In January and 
February 1995/ the Palestinian National 
Authority’s (PNA) security forces raided 
the offices of Islamic Jihad in Gaza. During 
the raids, they discovered numerous faxes 
from Iran’s Revolutionary Guards and from 
the Iranian National Security Council. The 
faxes described the transfer of money from 
Iran to Islamic Jihad to fund terrorist opera¬ 
tions as well as specific instructions relating 
to suicide attacks designed to sabotage the 
Middle East peace process. 

By 1995, Islamic Jihad was believed to 
have an estimated 500 to 600 active mem¬ 


bers. Based largely in Lebanon and Gaza, it 
was not as well-known or as deadly as the 
other major Palestinian Islamacist rejection- 
ist organization, Hamas , but it was to 
become more active and murderous with 
each passing month. Particularly worrisome 
to the Israelis, was the strong Iranian influ¬ 
ence behind the organization. 

Shiqaqi’s fate was settled on 22 January 
1995. On that Sunday, two suicide bombers, 
both members of Islamic Jihad, blew them¬ 
selves up at a junction known as Bet 
Lid. It was a gathering spot for those 
awaiting transport, and was crowded 
with young paratroopers returning to 
their nearby base from weekend leave. 

The resulting explosions killed 21 
Israelis, 19 of whom were soldiers. 
Sixty-eight other soldiers, both men 
and women, were wounded. 

Within days of the attacks, Israeli intelli¬ 
gence had determined that Shiqaqi and his 
organization were behind the outrages. To 
support their claim, intelligence officials 
provided the Israeli leadership with various 
documents, intercepts, fax messages, and 
the testimonies of field agents. Shiqaqi 
never denied his role in the attacks and even 
bragged about them in an interview with a 
Monte Carlo radio station. 

The "X" Committee Decides 
Shiqaqi's Fate 

On Thursday, 26 January 1995, the 
“X” Committee met in a second-floor 
office in the ministry of defense, located 
in the Hakiryah, a government office 



Outside the front entrance of the Hotel Diplomat, Shiqaqi drew his final breath. Six 
shots, five hits, one confirmed kill, no friendly casualties: The Mossad taking care of 
business. 


Ironically, the man 
who would later kill so many 
people, including children, 
would become a pediatrician. 


AUGUST 1997 ^ SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


35 


Notarial Tourism Organisation — Malta 



complex in the heart of Tel Aviv. 

Most of the defense ministry’s main 
offices are there, including those of the gen¬ 
eral staff of the IDF, Aman [military intelli¬ 
gence], the air force, and the navy. 

The “X” Committee had been created 
by Prime Minister Golda Meir to help her 
deal with the unprecedented threat posed 
by Black September in the early 1970s. It is 
the most secretive governmental body in 
the Israeli government. The usual 
composition of the “X” committee is 
the prime minister, the minister of 
defense, the foreign affairs minister, 
the justice minister, and sometimes, 
but not always, the leader of the oppo¬ 
sition or a former prime minister from 
the opposition ranks. This is to ensure 
that the committee’s decisions are 
bipartisan and will be backed by both major 
parties. 

During Meir’s time, the “X” committee 
met like a Star Chamber and put individual 
terrorists “on trial” for their lives. A minis¬ 
ter without portfolio, Yisrael Galili, served 
as the prosecutor. The Directors of Mossad, 
Aman, and the Shin Bet were prosecution 
witnesses, and provided incriminating evi¬ 
dence against each accused terrorist. The 
Minister of Justice served as the defense 
lawyer, arguing on behalf of his “clients” 
why they shouldn’t be killed. The Prime 
Minister, Defense Minister, and opposition 
leader served as the judges who decided the 
fate of each of the accused. 

Shiqaqi’s own words were enough to 
condemn him. A little more than a month 
before his death, he gave an interview to an 
Arabic-language newspaper published in 
London. In the interview, he promised that 
“we will continue with suicide attacks on 
Israeli tai^ets.” And he added, “I believe in 
the Palestinian Covenant that calls for the 
elimination of Israel and I believe in the 
armed struggle and the Jihad [holy war] as 
the main path to liberate Palestine.” Shiqaqi 


was ruthless and clever, there was blood on 
his hands, and the Israelis knew that if per¬ 
mitted to live, more of their fellow country¬ 
men were sure to die. 

Following a lengthy meeting, the prime 
minister and the minister of defense 
instructed the Mossad to “plan and execute” 
an operation against Shiqaqi. 

The Operations section of the Mossad is 
called “Caesarea,” which is directly under 


the control of the Mossad director. Mossad 
hit teams use the Hebrew name chuliya for 
teams or squads. Mossad had five hit teams 
between 1974 and 1992, but with the onset 
of the peace process the number had been 
reduced to three at the time when Shiqaqi 
was marked for elimination. 

Each hit team is made up of 10 to 15 
operators, including specialists in logistics, 
surveillance, intelligence collection, cover, 
security, communications, and exfiltration 
and escape, along with command elements 
and backup capabilities. 

Within every team there are at least two 
assassins, chosen for their cool nerves and 
marksmanship, and carefully screened to 
ensure that they will never hesitate to pull 
the trigger once the order is given. 

Closing In On "The Doctor" 

The section of the Mossad responsible for 
intelligence collection on Arab countries and 
terrorist organizations is called “Tzomet,” 
which roughly translates as “juncture.” 

Israeli agents tried, with mixed success, 
to maintain physical surveillance on Shiqaqi 
in Syria and at his Yarmuq office and home. 


More successful was their electronic 
surveillance of him, as they had managed 
to penetrate the Syrian switchboard that 
served the Yarmuq refugee camp and, 
therefore, electronically monitored both 
his home and office. In addition, from 
time-to-time a drone was launched from 
the Golan Heights in the direction of 
Damascus, barely 40 miles away, which 
picked up various signals intelligence 
regarding Shiqaqi. According to a 
senior Israeli intelligence official, 
they were able to track his activities 
about 30- to 40% of the time. 

On at least two occasions, a 
high-ranking Syrian intelligence 
official warned the Islamic Jihad 
leader that the Israelis were moni¬ 
toring him and that he was on their 
hit list. 

They advised him to reduce his travel, 
change his daily routine, and move his home 
and headquarters to a more secure neighbor¬ 
hood, which had once housed the notorious 
“Carlos the Jackal” as well as Syrian chiefs 
of security. Shiqaqi, for his part, distrusted 
the Syrians believing they were trying to 
better monitor and control his operations, 
since they were under enormous pressure 
from the United States and desired to be 
removed from the State Department’s list of 
terrorist-sponsoring nations. 

The Israelis were confident enough of 
their intelligence efforts and network within 
Syria to actually consider striking at him in 
Damascus. Any thought of doing so was 
preempted, however, when they learned 
from their eavesdropping efforts that the 
Islamic Jihad leader was planning a new trip 
to Libya, by way of Malta. 

In the 1980s, Malta had been a Libyan 
satellite under its corrupt prime minister 
Dom Mintoff and was still a major transit 
point to Libya. Shiqaqi had visited Libya 
eight times during the previous three years, 
including four times already in 1995. On his 
most recent trip, he met privately with the 
Libyan dictator, Muammar Qaddafi. After 
Shiqaqi’s death, Islamic Jihad said that held 
traveled to Libya to discuss the deportation 
of Palestinians from Libya, which had been 
ordered by the mercurial Libyan leader. 

In reality, Shiqaqi wanted to discuss the 
possibility of moving his headquarters to 
Libya from Syria. He was deeply concerned 
that Syrian president Hafez al-Assad would 
cave in to Western pressure and crack down 
on various terrorist organizations operating 
on Syrian territory. It was possible that 
Islamic Jihad could even be expelled by the 
Syrians. To allay such concerns, Shiqaqi 
wanted to forge a new alliance and ensure 
that he and his movement would have a new 
base of operations and the freedom to oper¬ 
ate without political restraints being im¬ 
posed on them. 

During each trip to Libya, Shiqaqi used 
a Libyan passport provided to him by the 
nation’s security services, identifying him 
as “Ibrahim al-Shawish,” a 43-year-old 
Libyan citizen. He also had Iranian and 
Lebanese passports, and a Sudanese diplo- 



Within every team there are 
at least two assassins, screened 
to ensure that they will never 
hesitate to pull the trigger once 
the order is given. 
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matic passport. Only the Lebanese passport 
gave his real name. 

The Operation 

In early October, Shiqaqi departed for 
Libya. In preparation for his trip, he had 
shaved his beard and donned a wig. Once in 
Tripoli, an Israeli team monitored Shiqaqi’s 
movements around the Libyan capital with 
devices that had been secretly planted in his 
hotel room and among his personal effects. 
After two weeks, Israeli agents in Libya 
confirmed that Shiqaqi was about to return 
to Damascus, and the assassination opera¬ 
tion went into high gear. 

More than 40 Mossad operators — trig- 
germen, operational intelligence collectors, 
security specialists, managers and commu¬ 
nications technicians — were deployed to 
Malta, Libya, Sicily, and on the high seas. 
To protect against Shiqaqi changing his 
plans at the last minute and evading the trap 
set for him, Israeli agents were also lying in 
wait for him on the Tunisian-Libyan border 
and on the long desert highway from Tripoli 
to El-Alamein in Egypt. 

The Mossad’s Deputy Director for 
Operations left Tel Aviv under a false identi¬ 
ty and set up his operational headquarters in 
Sicily. The chief of operations of Caesarea’s 
assassination unit flew to Malta, and linked 
up with his advance elements, who were 
lodged in a safe house in Valletta. They set 
up a command control and communications 
(C3) center in the house, complete with cel¬ 
lular phones, computers, and sophisticated 
external communications equipment. Both 
men posed as wealthy tourists on vacation, 
and were even accompanied by “wives” 


who were, in reality, communications spe¬ 
cialists. All the participants used phony 
passports identifying them as tourists, busi¬ 
nessmen, oil experts, merchants, and even a 
retired naval officer. A smaller C3 center 
was established in Tripoli, Libya. 

Once the hit team arrived in Malta, its 
logistics officer provided them with a small 
blue Yamaha EXT motorbike, which had 
been brought to the island some weeks ear¬ 
lier by a now-vanished French citizen using 
a bogus passport. The Yamaha was stored in 
a rented garage and equipped with stolen 
Maltese license plates (Q.M. 6904) lifted 
from another Yamaha, now rusting at the 
bottom of the Mediterranean. 

A high-speed boat, with two large 
inboard engines, arrived from Sicily at 
about this same time. Bearing Italian regis¬ 
tration numbers and markings, it was 
docked at a small marina at Sleima, north of 
Valletta and across the Marxamzett Harbor. 

The Israelis knew that Shiqaqi used a 
local contact, who subsequently was 
shadowed and his telephone conversa¬ 
tions tapped. 

On 25 October 1995, Shiqaqi boarded 
the faded yellow Grenta ferry in Tripoli’s 
harbor (one of three Libyan National 
Transportation Company ferries that ply 
the night waters between Libya and Malta), 
unaware that he was being surveilled. Like 
all the other passengers, Shiqaqi paid 74 
Maltese pounds (about U.S. $225.00) for 
his passage, as well as an additional 
amount for a private cabin, and prepared 
for the 11 -hour voyage that would include 
both dinner and breakfast. Once in his 
cabin, a young Mossad agent of Tunisian 


Israeli investigators examine the area 
where a suicide bomber blew himself up 
near a Tel Aviv shopping center, 
Monday, 4 March 1996, in retaliation for 
the Shiqaqi hit. 


origin kept close watch. 

Ironically, the meetings in Tripoli had not 
gone well. Qaddafi had seemed just as intent 
as Assad in exerting his control over Islamic 
Jihad and using it as a proxy to achieve his 
own goals, chief of which was the consoli¬ 
dation of all Palestinian rejectionists (oppo¬ 
nents of peace with Israel) under one 
Libyan-dominated umbrella. During some 
of the meetings, other Palestinian rejection- 
ist leaders had been present, including Abu 
Musa, who had broken with Arafat in 1985 
and subsequently become a Syrian puppet, 
and Talal Naji of the Popular Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine/General Command. 
Naji was deputy to Ahmed Jibril, who heads 
the PFLP/GC and is widely regarded as one 
of the most dangerous terrorists in the world. 

At 9:00 a.m. on Thursday, 26 October, 
Shiqaqi disembarked at Valletta’s harbor 
dressed in a dark suit and carrying small 
suitcase and handbag. He presented his 
Libyan passport to the immigration officials 
and got his ninth Maltese entry stamp. 

He climbed into a white cab and told the 
driver his destination, the Hotel Diplomat, a 
seven-story luxury hotel on the Sleima’s 
promenade, and was dropped at the side 
entrance 15 minutes later. Oblivious to the 
eyes focused on him, he entered the hotel, 

Continued on page 65 
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dawned as a routine day in San Salvador for the two 
police patrolmen. That soon changed. 

While cruising the posh neighborhood of La Escalon, 
they spotted a vehicle that had been reported as stolen. But as they 
approached the car, the suspects in the “hot” vehicle sped away. 
The officer at the wheel of the cruiser floored it in rapid pursuit. 
Some of the six passengers in the fleeing car smashed the rear 
glass and opened up on the police with Ml6 rifles and MP5 sub¬ 
machine guns. 

The patrolmen braved the gunfire, and the shooters barely 
managed to abandon their vehicle and jump into a second car. 
Farther up the road, the suspects were once more intercepted but 
managed to evade capture after firing on a house, a civilian car, 
and at least one other police cruiser. 

A few days after this chase, a military squad was ambushed in 
El Salvador’s Santa Ana province. The attackers — a gang of cat¬ 
tle thieves — brandished assault rifles and hand grenades and 
killed an army corporal and wounded a second soldier. 

Two days later, the chief of police operations in the Western 
Zone was assassinated. 

These alarming events did not take place at the high point of El 
Salvador’s 12-year civil war. They occurred recently, at the begin¬ 
ning of 1997. 

Salvadoran SWAT 

In a previous trip, I had had the chance to visit the 


Salvadoran police special-response team, then in its gestation. I 
later heard the project had matured, so I contacted my friends 
Arturo Villeda and Gonsalo Gomez of the Civilian National 
Police (PNC) public-relations office and arranged for a visit to the 
PNC base at Los Planes de Renderos. 

Subcommissioner Pedro Gonzalez welcomed me with open arms 
to the headquarters of the Police Reaction Group (Grupo de 
Reaction Policial: GRP). The meeting had been set for two days 
earlier, but was canceled when the unit took its first fatality: a cor¬ 
poral gunned down while on leave. The group was mourning the 
loss of its fallen comrade but remained on full alert due to the visit 
of several VIPs. 

The unit was raised in November 1994 for use in hostage rescues 
and special police-response emergencies. The GRP was fully oper¬ 
ational by June 1995, but at the time the group was limited to stan¬ 
dard blue field uniform and lacked tactical equipment. Strapped as 
they were, the unit performed superbly in several rescues of 
hostages. The unit also was called out to arrest several barricaded 
and heavily armed fugitives who were cuffed without casualties. 

The group recently has been deployed as back-up for the Anti- 
Narcotics Division in some major cocaine busts. 

All of these successes were in contrast to another elite police 
unit, the Anti-riot Response Group (Grupo de Respuesta 
Antimotines: GRA) t which was disbanded after several accidental 
shootings and accusations of excessive force. The former GRA has 
been reorganized as the Order Maintenance Unit (Unidad de 
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El Salvador's Police And 
SPECOPS Battle New 
Breed Of Criminal r ' . . 

Text & Photos by Julio A. Montes 









Mantenimiento del Orden: UMO) and is trained by French advisers. 

New Equipment, New Training 

Acknowledging the GRP’s performance and the importance of 
this kind of police unit in post-civil war El Salvador, the govern¬ 
ment allocated additional funds for training and equipment in 
August 1995. 

The various in-use 9mm pistols were replaced with 9mm SIG- 
Sauer P228 pistols. The Chilean-manufactured SAF submachine 
gun became the standard-issue police weapon but was displaced in 
the GRP with the Heckler and Koch MP5 family. The GRP’s arsenal 
also includes several Mossberg 500 shotguns, while the sniper teams 
received the 7.62x51mm SIG SSG-3000 precision rifles. These 
weapons were complemented with U.S.-made Kevlar helmets, gas 
masks, black tactical uniforms, and Motorola portable radios. 

Gonzalez was proud to show off his new hardware. The entry 
teams are issued new H&K MP5A5 and MP5KA6 submachine 
guns. The unit needs an assault rifle to complement these, so the 
group’s leadership has requested 70 5.56x45mm H&Ks, either the 
HK-53 short-barreled type or the G41K version. For the moment, 
worn-out M4 carbines (the short-barreled M16) are in use, but an 
H&K rifle is preferred in order to streamline training. The G41K is 
particularly desired because it adheres to several NATO standard¬ 
izations including the use of M16-type magazines, which are wide¬ 
ly available in El Salvador. 

The unit additionally needs four more SIG SSG-3000 rifles and 


10 sets of sniper gear, three 
electric generators, eight sets 
of scuba gear, and two Zodiac 
inflatable boats. The GRP 
uses paintball guns for realis¬ 
tic close-quarter battle train¬ 
ing, and 15 pistols and 15 
“submachine guns” are need¬ 
ed along with 10,000 pellets. 

As to the need for a light 
observation helicopter, the air 
force transferred two old UH- 
lHs, but one crashed and the 
other had severe mechanical 
problems. Since then, four McDonnell Douglas 520N choppers 
have been delivered. 

The requirement for a command vehicle has been partially 
met by PNC mechanics and GRP volunteers taking an aban¬ 
doned GMC van (of the former national police agency) and 
transforming it with new parts, emergency lights, gun racks, and 
radio sets. The PNC has supplied the group with a small number 
of vans and Chevy Blazers. 

As to training, the United Nations dispatched a number of U.S., 
Mexican, Spanish, and Chilean advisers for the new Salvadoran 
police force. Overall, they performed a decent job of organizing j 
and training the new law-enforcement agency, but tT.N. personnel 
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army’s immediate-reaction units: the leg¬ 
endary Airborne, Atlacatl , Atonal , Arce, 
Belloso » and Bracamonte battalions. 

The PNC is now trying to control the 
cities but is unable to deploy enough offi¬ 
cers to the countryside, where banditry on 
the roads is common. The western region 
has been afflicted by well-organized and 
heavily armed cattle rustlers while (similar¬ 
ly organized and armed) kidnapping rings 
operate in the eastern region. Organized 
crime dominates the flourishing drug trade. 

El Salvador does not enjoy the clear sep¬ 
aration of domestic law enforcement from 
active-duty military that long has existed in 
the United States (until the current adminis¬ 
tration in Washington, anyway). El 
Salvador’s president has ordered an 
increase to 20,000 police officers, but in the 
meantime the army has been assigned to 
support the PNC, providing some 5,000 sol¬ 
diers now involved in two rural police oper¬ 
ations: ‘‘Vigilant” and “Golden Grain.” 

Army patrols of five to eight soldiers are 
sent out under the command of two PNC 
officers, and for days at a time they comb 
the coffee and sugar-cane plantations as 
well as cattle fields. Patrols also roam the 
highway linking the International Airport 
with San Salvador where bandits prey on 
returning travelers. 

Besides combined security operations, 
other important task forces have been orga¬ 
nized. Visits by the Pope and several U.S. 
and Central American dignitaries brought 
together the army’s elite Presidential 
Security Battalion {Batalldn de Seguridad 
Presidential) and the Special 
Forces Command (Comando de 
Fuerzas Especiales: CFE) with 
the GRP police unit. 


Shoot, Move, 
And Liberate 


The army has concentrated 
its best and brightest in the CFE, 
which comprises the Special 
Anti-Terrorist Commando 
{Comando Especial Anti- 
Terrorista: CEAT ), the Special 
Operations Group ( Grupo de 
Operaciones Especiales: GOE ), 
and the Airborne Battalion 
{Batalldn Paracaidista). 

After spending some time with the GRP, 
I headed to the Ilopango Military Air Base 
to visit my buddies in the army. 

Major Salvador Giralt Barraza, chief of 
the Armed Forces Protocol and 
Communications Center, had invited me to 
visit the Special Anti-Terrorist Commando 
— an opportunity I could not miss. 

Upon arrival at the air base, officers took 
me to the training field where a platoon of 
masked men was assembled. The soldiers 
wore flightsuits, black bullet-proof vests, 
and protective masks and gloves. Their 
main weapons were MP5A3 submachine 
guns that likely were purchased in the 1970s 
but yet appeared to be in top condition. The 
other weapons were 9mm Beretta M9 pis¬ 
tols and a shotgun. Each man had a U.S.- 


(above) Salvadoran naval commandos, 
armed with 5.56x45mm M4 carbines and 
M203 grenade launchers, move out on 
Zodiac rubber boat, (right) CEAT com¬ 
mandos frequently drill in hostage-res¬ 
cue exercises, (below) Salvadoran navy 
“Protector” patrol boat is decked out 
with four machine guns: two .50-caliber 
M2HBs and two 7.62x51 mm M60s. Well- 
armed smugglers increasingly use El 
Salvador for transshipment of South 
American cocaine and heroin. 


with treacherous criminal gangs filling the 
vacuum left by the warring communist guer¬ 
rillas and armed forces. (See “San Salvador 
Blue,” March ’97 SOF.) It is understandable 
that in this environment the government’s 
emphasis is on support of the National 
Civilian Police. While this happens, howev¬ 
er, the military establishment — which so 
courageously fought and won the civil war 
— has almost been forgotten and is now bat¬ 
tling for its own economic survival. 

The new PNC has been unable to replace 
the National Guard, which was disbanded in 
1992. The National Guard performed as a 
rural police, and also bore the brunt of the 
counterinsurgency ops until replaced by the 


in general enjoyed a lavish lifestyle in El 
Salvador. (After all, U.N. headquarters in 
New York City picks up the tab.) Social out¬ 
cry developed against Mexican advisers 
when one of the foreign policemen was 
accused of selling PNC-confiscated cocaine 
— but could not be prosecuted due to his 
U.N.-granted diplomatic immunity. 

Looking For A Mission 

The road to peace in El Salvador has not 
been without “ruts.” As soon as the battle¬ 
field quieted in 1992, the Salvadorans found 
themselves involved in another type of con¬ 
flict: the war against crime. 

El Salvador remains an armed camp, 
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Muchos Problemas, Possible Solutions 


A fter 20 years of constant use, heavy fighting, and battered mil¬ 
itary budgets, most of the Salvadoran military’s big-ticket 
items are almost worn out. Without delving into the rock-bot¬ 
tom defense budget, here is an overview of the problems and some 
potential solutions. 

Air Force: One immediate, post-war need for the Salvadoran Air 
Force is to replace its aging jet trainers, which include the 
Aerospatiale Fougas and the Cessna A-37B Dragonfly. These will 
have to be replaced with an advanced trainer that also can be used 
for light ground attack and point air-defense missions. The United 
States is still the arms supplier to El Salvador, which likely would 
welcome the acquisition of McDonnell Douglas A-4 Skyhawks 
retired from the U.S. Navy*. 

As to tactical transport aircraft, the: surviving pair of piston- 
engine Douglas C-47 Dakota transport planes ideally could be 
brought up to standards for maritime patrol duties. Air Force offi¬ 
cers hope to be able to restore their sole DC-6 transport, but there 
are no plans to bring back the last C-123K Provider. Both of these 
old soldiers sit at Hopango Air Base awaiting disposal. (Additional 
C-123Ks could come from U.S. and Venezuelan surplus.) 
Furthermore, two IAI-201 Arava short-takeoff-and-landing planes 
are still grounded and need modernization. 

Helicopters are vital to Salvadoran military and counter-drug 
ops, and all of the UH-1H “Huey” workhorses need overhauling and 
modernization. The air force has a requirement for twin-engine heli¬ 
copters for search-and-rescue (SAR) missions, but perhaps this 
requirement could be met by rescuing overhauled Sikorsky SH-3 
Sea Kings from U.S. mothballs. 

Army: Salvadoran armored units were equipped before the civil 
war with German- and French-made light armored vehicles. By 1996, 
army mechanized units were in poor shape. The dozen or so German 
UR-416 armored personnel carriers, acquired in 1975, had been in use 
for 20 hard years. Those that I saw have been rebuilt several times in 
the local motor pool. 

The 90mm gun of the French AML-90 proved its worth during 
the war against the FMLN , but only five of the Panhard recon/com¬ 
bat vehicles were available for most of the conflict due to the lack 
of spare parts. A 1985 attempt to modify the AMLs with surplus 
engines from U.S.-made trucks failed. After that, 66 light assault 
vehicles were built, with U.S. technical assistance, on the chassis of 
old Dodge M37B1 3/4-ton trucks. The Cashuat armored vehicles 


came in two versions: troop carrier, defended by the eight infantry¬ 
men’s small arms; and gun vehicle, with 7.62mm M60 machine gun 
and .50-caliber M2HB heavy machine gun. These vehicles bore the 
brunt of the second “final offensive” of 1989. 

One might think that with millions of dollars of U.S. aid over a 
decade, El Salvador would have been able to field an army with ade¬ 
quate armored vehicles. Not so. 

The UR-416s and AML-90s remain the backbone of the 
armored cavalry —and are in need of replacement. A common 
chassis to facilitate logistics should be considered and, given the 
realities of the Salvadoran economy, modernized second-hand 
vehicles should be acquired. 

Cavalry officers favor the M-l 13 APC to replace the UR-416. 
They could easily be obtained from U.S* surplus and perhaps modi¬ 
fied by the U.S, Army to an “A3” standard. The M-113A3 version, 
perhaps a few with gun turrets, would be a great addition to the mech¬ 
anized units. One problem, though, is that the M-l 13 is a tracked car¬ 
rier that can damage paved roads; another is that it has an automatic 
: transmission, which complicates local repair. 

Another contender, particularly as a replacement for the Cashuat, 
would be the venerable “half-track” modernized to today’s stan¬ 
dards. A reasonable compromise might be reached with M-2/M-3 
half-track APCs obtained from U.S. or South American stocks and 
modified to carry 20mm cannons or 120mm mortars in addition to 
machine guns. Cavalry Regiment troopers already have test-fired 
20mm aircraft cannons for use on the Cashuat 

The Navy: The Naval Force was well equipped during the civil 
war with coastal-patrol boats and now can effectively patrol along 
the littoral areas of Jiquilisco Bay and Fonseca Gulf. However, the 
navy is incapable of satisfactorily performing its most important 
missions: SAR operations along the coastline, and security of the 
nation’s Exclusive Economic Zone (ocean fishery area). 

As large fisheries are depleted by other nations, their fishing 
fleets move south in search of other areas. Furthermore, drug run¬ 
ners have moved their shipments to the Pacific Ocean in hopes of 
skirting the screen of U.S. Navy and Coast Guard ships patrolling 
the Atlantic. The Salvadorans have been able to interdict only a few 
of these illegal shipments. 

The largest Salvadoran patrol vessels have ranges of only about 
700 nautical miles, inadequate for a constant presence within the 
country’s 12-mile territorial limit. — JAM, 



Two types of Salvadoran warwagons that saw heavy use in ops 
against FMLN rebels: German-made UR-416 APC (left) with .50-cal¬ 
iber heavy machine gun, and locally developed Cashuat , here in gun- 
carrier variant with one M2HB forward and an M60 on each side. 


made gas mask. 

CEAT operators are 
tasked with hostage-rescue 
and anti-terrorist missions 
—which require excellent 
marksmanship. The com¬ 
mandos were happy to 
show their skills at the 
range, firing their weapons 
while going through several 
obstacles. To further exhibit 
their skills, I was asked to 
stand next to the targets while 
the commandos — wearing 
gas masks — ran through the obstacles and 
stopped to fire their submachine guns and 
pistols. They achieved excellent groupings 
on the silhouette targets and, I am happy to 
report, missed my head (although the expe¬ 
rience did not help my churning stomach, 
already in bad shape from the previous 
night’s rum). 

Then it was the sniper teams’ turn to 
show off. Armed with 7.62x51mm Steyr 
SSG69 rifles, these specialists shot at 500 
meters into small targets: rubber gloves 


filled with water. They easily could have 
accomplished these shots from even longer 
ranges. 

During a mock hostage rescue, a squad 
of commandos was inserted by a UH-1H 
chopper. They quickly rappelled onto the 
roof of an old warehouse; within a few min¬ 
utes, they had “liberated” two hostages held 
by a team of “terrorists.” 

Salvo SpecOps Today 

Those who want to join the CEAT must 


go through a two-week selec¬ 
tion process before attending a 
two-month training course that 
emphasizes close-quarter com¬ 
bat skills. Upon graduation, the 
counterterrorist receives his 
green beret and is offered addi¬ 
tional training in one or several 
of the many military skills 
available to the CFE. 

The Special Operations 
Group, the GOE , likewise is an 
essential part of the CFE. 

During the civil war, long- 
range recon patrols (Patrulla de 
Reconocimiento de Alcance Largo: PRAL) 
and the “Hatchet” combat commando 
groups ( HACHAs ) became legendary in 
actions against FMLN guerrillas. 

Today, the GOE comprises a headquar¬ 
ters group, a reconnaissance company with 
two PRALs, two HACHA units for reaction 
and combat exploitation, and the Naval 
Commando unit. 

Continued on page 67 
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TV Does Justice To 
An American Hero 

by Dan Gagliasso 

Photos courtesy of Turner Network Television 


“The 1st Volunteer Cavalry are without a doubt the 
best of American manhood. We’ve got Indians, New 
York policemen, football champions, bronco busters 
and bounty hunters —and one man Vm sorry to say, 
who used to work for the Federal Revenue Service. 
They represent the best of what America was. But 
these men will also turn anew page in history and lead 
us to what America should be .” 

LL Colonel Theodore Roosevelt 
Second in Command 
1st U.S. Volunteer Cavalry, 1898 


>, Santiago, Cuba, 1898 

locking the road to the Spanish garrison defend- 
mD city was Kettle Hill and San Juan Ridge. 

Spanish volley fire and errant American artillery rounds 
blistered the U.S. troops lying, sweating and dying in 
\the high wet grass. They clustered behind cover await¬ 
ing the latest of contradictory orders. Roosevelt, atop 
his mount, Little Texas, yelled the order to charge. The 
ragged line of his “Rough Riders” and black troopers 
; from the Nirith and Tenth Cavalry sprinted across the 
meadow, up Kettle Hill’s initial slope, cut and ripped 
through the wire barriers, then splashed through a shal¬ 
low lagoon. Up still another slope* they barreled defi¬ 
antly into the Spaniards’ San Juan Ridge position, firing 
and swearing, while the enemy lurched from their 
trenches and fell into a disjointed and desperate retreat. 

Roosevelt, having already dismounted his wounded 
horse, ordered sustained fire support to his left, where 
lingering, but fading, resistance was still taking 
American lives. Although hampered by poor reconnais¬ 
sance and a desperate lack of control, the battle was 
characterized by the troops 1 gallantry and their American 
commanders’ reckless and inspiring leadership. 

“A splendid little war,” Ambassador John Hay had 
called it, as if it were a Sunday country outing. For 
those who endured the danger, their several-hundred- 


(opposite page, top-left) Tom Berenger as Lt. Col. 
Theodore Roosevelt, (bottom, left) Aftermath. Rough 
Riders prepare for a semi-stand down following 
hours-long assault, (bottom, middle) Lieutenant 
Woodbury Kane (Mark Moses) at the helm of a 
Spanish water-cooled Maxim, (bottom, right) Sam 
Elliott, as Captain Bucky O’Neil, and Berenger’s 
Teddy Roosevelt, confer, (immediate left) Horse sol¬ 
dier averts incoming arty as other Rough Riders 
assume the f heads-down M position. 
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F ilmland Rough Rider and the upcoming series Soldier Of Fortune, Inc.'s com¬ 
mander, Brad Johnson is the real deal. SosayshisTTie Rough Riders and Flight of 
the Intruder director John Milius. A former hunting guide and long-time roper in 
the Professional Rodeo Cowboys Association, Johnson is a hands-on physical type who 
is as comfortable with handling firearms and horses as he is negotiating the sometimes 
more treacherous business offices of Hollywood. 

His numerous TV and film credits include Always , ’Nam Angels , Ned Blessing and 
Siringo. This year will not only see Johnson as one of the 
major stars of The Rough Riders, but also starring as for¬ 
mer Special Forces Major Matthew Shepherd in the new 
syndicated military-adventure television series based upon 
the title of Soldier Of Fortune magazine. 

Johnson will honcho a team of elite ex-SF types on dan¬ 
gerous missions around the globe. Acclaimed producer Jerry 
Bruckheimer, who has given audiences such over-the-top 
hits as The Rock , Crimson Tide and Top Gun , is responsible 
for recognizing Soldier Of Fortune, Inc.'s cinematic poten¬ 
tial. This is a show that promises to deliver the high-impact 
adventure that boosts ratings — and careers. 

Brad Johnson’s genuine appeal could be a big part of 
what many predict will be a lofty and sudden success for 
the series and star in the independent and international television markets. 

Johnson’s Rough Riders co-star and former Gunsmoke regular, Buck Taylor, sees even 
bigger things looming for Brad. “Brad Johnson has the appeal and talent to become a 
major star in the tradition of John Wayne.” 

Heads up for Brad Johnson and Soldier Of Fortune, Inc., going operational this fall. — D.G. 




(top) Americans get a brief respite as 
Roosevelt and ONeil size up enemy posi¬ 
tions. (middle, left) Engaging the enemy, 
Rough Riders hit the wire and slice their 
way through, (middle, right) Roosevelt and 
advisers at a tense strategy conference, 
(bottom, right) Insect-riddled field dispen¬ 
sary is haven for fire-baptized wounded. 


a 170-page first draft that motivated Turner 
Network Television’s execs to green light this 
major historical project. 

Once TNT committed, Milius set about 
convincing Tom Berenger that he was right 
to play Lt. Colonel Roosevelt. As executive 
producer, Berenger had actually wanted to 
portray a common cowboy member of the 
regiment. But Milius saw his possibilities. 
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“It was obvious to me that Tom was perfect 
for the part of Roosevelt.” 

Berenger is such an intense professional 
that he would only agree to shoulder the 
challenging role if he felt he could make his 
Roosevelt absolutely convincing. 

His hard work with top rehearsal coach 
Steve Bridgewater paid off; his perfor¬ 
mance a well-rounded historical portrait 
that combines the qualities of a 19th-centu¬ 
ry nerd, amateur boxer, rancher, and politi¬ 
cal reformer with the yet-untested aspiring 
warrior who will go on to be one of 
America’s greatest presidents. 

With Milius and Berenger ready to move 
forward it didn’t take long for other top tal¬ 
ents Sam Elliott, Brad Johnson, Gary 
Busey, R. Lee Ermey, Brian Keith, Chris 



Wicked blast rocks Spanish entrench¬ 
ments. Milius’ celluloid homage to 
Roosevelt and his Rough Riders spared 
little expense, likely costing more than the 
real war extracted from American coffers. 


Noth, Francesco Quinn, George Hamilton 
and others to hop aboard. 

Little Equipment Available 

Production logistics presented some 
unique problems: There was little or no mil¬ 
itary equipment of the 1898-era generally 
available for film rental; virtually no suit¬ 
able uniforms were stored at any 
Hollywood costume companies; and period 
firearms were scattered about at numerous 
locations. 

Most of the tum-of-the-century sets 
would have to be constructed by production 
designer Jerry Wanek and his crew. Various 
locations in Texas, ranging from the Conroe 

Continued on page 68 


“The Likes Of Which 
We Will Never See Again." 


was by all accounts the most unusual regiment the United 
States Army ever fielded in battle. Its members came from 
almost every comer of the then-44 states and four continental terri¬ 
tories. Almost 70 of the regiment’s number were foreigners hailing 
from over a dozen far-flung countries, though cowboys and ranchers 
did made up the largest contingent of Teddy Roosevelt’s appropri¬ 
ately nicknamed “Rough Riders.” 

Yet 29 of the volunteer cavalrymen were also active-duty army 
personnel who requested transfer to the Rough Riders, or ex-troop¬ 
ers who had recently served on active duty. Many of these men had 
seen service against the Sioux and Apaches. The regiment’s com¬ 
manding Colonel, Leonard Wood, had not only been President 
McKinley’s chief surgeon, but was also a Medal of Honor recipient 
for heroic service against Geronimo. 

Acting Second Lieutenant Ernest Haskell was a West Point cadet, 
on leave, who craved some real-life battlefield experience. He got 
more than he bargained for when he was seriously wounded during 
the 1 July advance on Kettle Hill. 

On the other end of the spectrum were the regiment’s surprising¬ 
ly laige numbers of full-blooded Cherokees, several Lakotah Sioux 
and the son of a Pawnee chief, Wiliam Pollock. Upon enlisting 
Pollock insisted on having his shoulder-length hair schomed. “I 
don’t want to go into civilized warfare looking like a wild Indian,” 
he proclaimed with a stoic face. 

By modem societal standards many of the more previously con¬ 
ventionally employed Rough Riders might never have even consid¬ 
ered military service. Sixteen lawyers, 14 journalists five ministers, 
and even four congressmen, also enlisted in the regiment’s ranks. 
Captain William H. Llewellyn had even resigned his post as the 
Speaker of the New Mexico Territorial Legislature to eagerly sign up. 

Lieutenant Charles Ballard was another New Mexico recruit 
who had also served as a U.S. Marshal. There were other famed 
western law enforcers: James Armstrong of K troop was the Texas 
Ranger who had captured famed Texas killer John Wesley Hardin. 
Trooper Ben Daniels had been marshal of the tough Kansas trail 
town Dodge City, and Chris Madsen and Tom Rynning were also 
well-known western lawmen. But then there was Private Charles 
Younger, the 22-year-old son of outlaw Bob Younger, who had rid¬ 
den with Jesse James’ gang. 

The tough Westerners might have been best represented by one 
grizzled Arizona cowboy, Robert Brown (no middle initial!). He was 
said to have drilled at least five men in righteous cause and to have 
always kept his hand on the grip of a well-used Colt revolver, no 
matter what. Contrary to early Hollywood press agentry, there is no 
documented proof that silent-screen cowboy star Tom Mix ever 
served as a Rough Rider. 

If many of the economic power brokers of the time opposed war 


with Spain as bad for business, many of their privileged sons and 
nephews did not. David Goodrich, of the rubber and tire family for¬ 
tunes, joined the regiment early on, as did William Tiffany, Jr., the 
son of the famous New York precious metals’ company family. 

Woodbury Kane was the cousin of the richest man in America at 
the time, John Jacob Astor, and one of the country’s most famous 
polo players and yachtsmen. There were Harvard, Yale and 
Princeton football legends, champion golfers and even a top tennis 
player. Many of these New York “swells” weren’t recent college 
boys on a lark, but mature men in their thirties and forties. 

The foreign members of the Rough Riders were an equally eclec¬ 
tic group. There were some 14-odd Germans amongst the regiment’s 
members and 36 other hearty volunteer cavalrymen who came from 
every comer of the British Empire. These included 7 Scotsmen, 10 
Canadians, 5 Irishmen, a Welshman and an Australian. 

There were also Russians, Swedes, Danes, the son of a French 
Countess, a professional hunter from Alsace, on the French-German 
border, and two men who had served in the French Foreign Legion. 
The Rough Riders’ second trumpeter, Emilio Cassi, was originally 
from Monte Carlo, Monaco. He had served in the Italian Army, had 
once been the first trumpeter in a troop of the famed Chasseurs 
d'Afrique in Algeria and, according to Roosevelt, had seen service 
with the legion in China. The Alsatian, Frederick Herrig, was an old 
hunting companion of Teddy’s who proved to be one of the best 
horsemen, amongst many, in the Rough Riders. 

Scottish nobleman Robert Munroe Ferguson had fought against 
the Boers in South Africa a decade earlier. Because of his previous 
military experience he soon found himself a 2nd lieutenant in K 
troop. Australian George Osborne was a former officer in the New 
South Wales Mounted Rifles. He joined up with the Rough Riders 
right at the 5th Corp’s debarkation point in Tampa. 

Joseph Sampson Stevens was the son of the Duchess de Dino of 
Paris. It was he and Willie Tiffany who privately purchased and pre¬ 
sented the regiment the then-unique John Browning’s Model 1895 
Colt Machine Guns (commonly known as “the potato digger”), the 
first ever used by U.S. Army troops in combat. 

Another unusual combat-tried member of the Rough Riders was 
then-well-known actor Mason Mitchell, a personal friend of novel¬ 
ist Robert Louis Stevenson. Thirteen years before he had served as 
the British chief of scouts during the French half-breed-inspired Riel 
Rebellion on the Canadian frontier. 

The Rough Riders had served a scant four-and-a-half months, but 
had seen some of the heaviest fighting and casualties of any unit 
involved in the short-lived Spanish-American War. As Roosevelt 
himself proudly said of them years later, “It was a different time. A 
different place and a different breed of men. The likes of which we 
will never see again.” — D. G. 
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For Close 
Range 


Text&'Photos 
b\ Peter G. Kokalis 




there is no shortage of compact semiautomatic pistols chambered for seri 
(bus cartridges from which to select at this time. Compacts chambering e is her 
Ithe 9mm Parabellum or .40 S&W rounds are today’s hot ticket within a 
firearms industry suffering from an extended period of the doldrums. 

First reviewed by Soldier Of Fortune in March 1996, the pocket-sized 
Kahr K9 remains one of the best choices for deep concealment and gun 
fighting at close ranges. Kahr Arms (Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 220, Blauvelt, NY 
^0913; phone: 914-353-5996; fax: 914-353-7833) has recently expanded its 
ne to include a new caliber and a wide array of finishes. 

Most intriguing is the introduction of the Kahr K40, a caliber .40 S&W 
version in essentially the same envelope as the 9mm Parabellum K9 model. 
Overall length of the K9 is 6.0 inches, while that of the K40 is 6.1 inches. The 
eight, without a magazine, is approximately 4.5 inches for both models. This 
mension provides for a full grip on the frame for all except those with 
jfextremely large hands. The width, with wood grip panels, is 1.115 inches. 
iWidth of the K9’s slide is 0.90-jnch, whereas that of the K40 has been 
increased to 0.94-inch to accommodate the increased pressure generated by 
the .40 S&W cartridge. Both the K9 and K40 have steel frames and weigh 25 
and 26 ounces, empty, respectively. 

The grip-to-frame angle (the angle formed by the front leading edge of the 
grip portion of the frame with a line perpendicular to the bore’s axis) for these 
pistols is 13 degrees. That of the Ml911 Government Model is 17 degrees 
New finishes available in either model (in addition to the standard black 






































oxide) include electroless nickel, Stain¬ 
less steel ami the famous Bfack-Tfimsh 
as supplied by WJE. Birdsong & 
Associates, Inc. (Dept. SOF, 1435 
Monterey Road, Florence, MS 39073- 
9748; phone: 601-939-7448). Black-T 
is especially popular with those who 
move in the shadows, from elite mili¬ 
tary organizations to clandestine 
government operatives. The FBI’s 
HRT uses Black-T finish on their 
pistols and MP5 submachine guns. 
Black-T is a co-dispersion of fluoropoly- 
mer resin. Teflon and graphite, in a thermoset¬ 
ting binder. It produces a low-friction coating, 
free Ml so-called “stick-slip” (smear) characteris¬ 
tics, combined with excellent resistance to corro¬ 
sion. Available colors are non-reflective black and 
NATO (olive) green (the latter is not an available 
Option for Kahr Arms pistols). 

This is an extremely low-maintenance fin- 
very little, if any, lubrication is 
Required — as it provides a 0.08 drag coef¬ 
ficient which is superior lubricity to 
almost all firearms lubricants. In most 
cases, a lightly oiled rag is sufficient to 
wipe away accumulated debris and car¬ 
bon fouling. There is no better finish 
for fighting firearms. 

The Kahr K9/K40 slide is milled 
from either 4140 ordnance steel bar 
stock or 416 stainless steel. Its 
frame is a mill-finished, 4140 ord¬ 
nance steel or 421 stainless-steel 
Investment casting. 

The 3.5-inch barrel, manufac¬ 
tured by the famous German bar¬ 
rel inaker, Lothar Walther, has 
ll^gfoove, polygonal rifling 
with a right-hand twist of one turn in 9.84 
inches (250mm) for 9mm Parabellum and 
one turn in 16 inches (406mm) for .40 S&W barrels. 

■ B?lygonal bores provide a better gas seal, more consistent velocities, superior 
^curacy and ease of maintenance. The barrel lug and feed ramp are cut away on 
| jbe right side to accommodate a projection inside the frame that houses the trig- 
f gger bar and trigger-return spring. This brings the bore’s axis somewhat closer to 
^fttlitrigger mechanism and thus the shooter’s grip as well, and by so doing slight¬ 
ly Moderates the perceived recoil. 

As issued, the Kahr K9 pistol comes with wrap-around, textured-soft neoprene- 

R polymer grips. Originally developed for hard-kicking, magnum-caliber revolvers 
for hunting, tacky synthetic-rubber grips do not belong on fighting handguns. If 
H>u happen to get an incorrect grip at the commencement of the presentation from the 
gplster, you cannot adjust your grip any time during the drawstroke. Hogue, exotic 
k Wood, uncheckered grip panels are available for the Kahr K9. Those whose lives may 
very well depend upon this handgun, are well-advised to install them. 

J The spring-loaded, serrated, magazine catch-release button is located in the 
Enventional position on the left side of the frame, directly to the rear of the trig- 
eifguard. When pressed, the magazine will fall cleanly away. 

Fhe 7-round (9mm Parabellum) or 6-round (.40 S&W), single-column, 
tachable box-type magazines have six indicator holes on each side of their 400 


Kahr Arms highly successful pocket pistol is now available chambered for both 
the 9mm Parabellum and .40 S&W cartridges — today's hot tickets in the new 
ffira-compact pistol arena — and in a wide range of finishes, including electro- 
B*s-nickel (as shown). 
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Designed for deep concealment and gunfighting at close 
ranges, the Kahr K9 and K40 have become popular backups 
among armed professionals. 


series stainless steel bodies (tumbled at the factory to remove 
burrs). The two-piece black-plastic floorplate permits easy disas¬ 
sembly of the magazine, which should be done each time the pistol 
is cleaned. The floorplate extends slightly beyond the bottom of the 
magazine body and serves as a finger extension. The follower is 
also made of plastic, with a steel pin on the left side that pushes up 
the slide-stop lever to hold the slide rearward after the last round 
has been fired. 

Evolution and product improvement of the Kahr pistol series is 
an ongoing process. Chamber dimensions of the K9 have been 
opened up 0.0015-inch to improve feeding with a wider range of 
ammunition types. The angle of the extractor claw has been 
increased to further enhance reliable feeding. The extractor body is 
now self-cleaning as a consequence of relief cuts on the top and 
bottom and a hole machined into the body. The steel recoil rod has 
been hollowed out to reduce weight. The slide’s back cover fit has 
been tightened by use of an integral key way to reduce movement. 
Both the trigger and trigger-bar spring have been redesigned for 
increased durability. The slide’s breech face is now broached 
instead of milled for tighter comer radii, which provides a tighter 
barrel-to-slide lock-up. Black-oxide, electroless-nickel and stain¬ 
less-steel barrels are now finished, both inside and out, with nickel 
teflon for added corrosion resistance. 

Both the front and rear sights are dovetailed to the slide. The 
blade type front sight, 0.14-inch thick, has a single white dot. The 
open, square-notch (which measures 0.15-inch in width) rear sight 
has a single, white, vertical bar centered under the notch. When 
fired under stress, these types of colored dots and bars are never 
seen. The rule for fighting is a “flash” front sight picture and the 
consequent reaction: “front sight, press.” Both the front and rear 
sights are now a secure press fit. Trijicon 3-dot. self-luminous tri¬ 


tium night sights are now an available option. 

SOF was recently sent a Kahr K9 and K40, both finished in 
electroless nickel, for test and evaluation. All testing was conduct¬ 
ed with Jacketed Hollow Points (JHPs) from Black Hills 
Ammunition (Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 3090, Rapid City, SD 57709; 
phone: 605-348-5150 — call for the location of your nearest deal¬ 
er, if there is none, Black Hills will ship to you at retail). Any hand¬ 
gun intended for serious social purposes must be able to feed and 
function reliably with expanding ammunition. Both the Kahr K9 
and K40 meet this all-important requirement. 

Full Metal Jacket (FMJ) 9mm Parabellum ball ammunition 
invariably over-penetrates to an undesirable extent. A minimum 
of about 12 inches of penetration in soft tissue up to a maximum 
of approximately 18 inches is the desired range. That’s exactly 
the penetration performance range designed into the superb 
Homady XTP bullets used in Black Hills 147-grain 9mm 
Parabellum ammunition. 

Homady’s and Black Hills’.40 S&W ammunition, when loaded 
with the Homady 180-grain Jacketed Hollow Point (JHP) XTP bul¬ 
let, turn in the best performance. Velocity ranges from 950 to 975 
fps for the Homady loads, and 850 to 890 fps for the Black Hills 
ammo. Expansion is stellate-shaped, with the points averaging .68 
caliber and the flats at about .64 caliber. There is no fragmentation 
and this bullet will penetrate about 14.2 inches of soft tissue. 

In assessing handgun ammunition, penetration is, without doubt, 
the most important single parameter. The bullet must penetrate deeply 
enough to crush, cut and break through the human body’s vital struc¬ 
tures and organs. Once we’ve obtained the required penetration, the 
bullet that makes the biggest hole will do the most damage. It’s impor¬ 
tant to remember that if we drive a hollow-point projectile at too high 
a velocity, it will inevitably overexpand and reduce the penetration to 
an unacceptable depth. It may also fragment to an undesirable extent 
There’s a correct velocity for every handgun bullet, and it’s never the 
highest velocity possible. Big game hunters understand this, but the 
Fantasy Island hobbyists who write about gunfighting in the popular 
gun press, with few exceptions, don’t seem to have a glimmer. 
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In general, the best rule of thumb 
is to select the heaviest JHP bullets 
and drive them at moderate veloci¬ 
ties. That means 147-grain projectiles 
in 9mm Parabellum, 158-grain bul¬ 
lets for .38 Special/.357 Magnum, 
180 grains in .40 S&W and 230-grain 
pills for your .45 ACP handgun. 

After firing several thousand 
rounds through Kahr Arms pistols in 
both 9mm Parabellum and .40 S&W, 
I can personally testify to their robust 
construction and completely satisfac¬ 
tory reliability. The K40 bounces 
about a bit more than the 9mm 
Parabellum model, but not enough to 
bother any experienced pistolero. The 
accuracy potential matches the 
intended function of these weapons: 
close-range, high-stress, rapid-fire 
desperation shooting when all else 
has failed. 

Depending upon the caliber, fin¬ 
ish and sight options, Kahr K9 and 
K40 pistols carry a suggested retail 
price of $538 to $788, complete 
with one magazine. Spare maga¬ 
zines cost $32.50 each. The option¬ 
al Hogue exotic wood grip panels 
are priced at $47.95. ^ 


Method Of Operation 


T his locked-breech, short-recoil-operated pistol is a clever 
blend of both innovative and well-proven conventional fea¬ 
tures. The barrel and slide are locked together by a rectangu¬ 
lar locking lug above the barrel’s chamber which engages the 
slide’s ejection port. This form of locking js found Qitthe SIG- 
Sauer series, Ruger and Glock pistols as well. The slide-stop’s axis 
pin passes through a kidney-shaped cutout in the barrel’s underlug, 
After ignition, the barrel and slide recoil rearward locked 
together for approximately 1/2-inch. At that point, the camming 
action of the slide stop’s axis pin upon the cutout in the barrel’s 
underlug pulls the rear of the barrel downward out of battery with 
the slide. At this time, the extractor withdraws the empty case and 
as the slide continues rearward the case strikes the ejector (pinned 
to the frame back, a separate component) and is propelled out the 
ejection port. The compressed recoil spring, which is quite power¬ 
ful (and will cause some to have difficulty manually retracting the 
slide), drives the slide forward to strip another round from the 
magazine and chamber it upon locking with the barrel. 

All of this is fairly mundane, but the firing mechanism is not 
and requires some explanation. Like the Glock, this so-called 


“trigger-cocking” semiautomatic pistol has no thumb, grip or mag¬ 
azine safeties. When locked in battery, with a round in the chamber, J 
the Kahr K9 is — ready or not — ready to fire. As die trigger' is .. 
pulled, the trigger bar is drawn forward, pivoting the spring-loaded 
cocking cam, the left lobe of which engages the spring-loaded^ 
three-piece firing-pin assembly, rearward. At the end of its fritatioh 
the cocking carn drops out of engagement with the firing s* allow¬ 
ing it to fly forward and impinge against the primer. 

Simultaneously, the cocking cam’s right Jobe lifts up the firing 
pin’s passive safety bock and the cam.pulis the firing-pin assembly 
rearward from half-cock to a fully cocked position underfuUapriag ; 
tension. A ramp on the right slide rail disengages the trigger bar j 
from the cocking cam and permits the cam to* reset itself, react! vat-' v 
ing the firing-pin block. When the slide and barrel move forward . 
into battery, the firing pin is caught and put under half-cock tension 
by the cocking cam. Trigger-pull weights on SOF $.K9 andK40 test' 
specimens were 6.5 and 6.25 pounds, respectively Both Wer£ ■ 
objectionably mushy as the trigger travel prior to let-off prescribes 
an are of 0.6 inch, 

-r'P.GJt 


Kahr K9/K40 Speriflcaftons 


Caliber: 

Operation: 

Weight, empty: 
Length, overall: 
Height: 
Width: 
Width of slide: 
Barrel: 

Barrel length; 


Fmjsh: 

furniture: 

Price: 

Manufacturer 
l&f summary: 


9mm Parabellum and .40 S&W 

Locked-breech, short-recoil, seihiautomatic, trigger-cocking system with no thumb, grip Of 
magazine safeties but with passive firing-pin block. 

K9:25 ounces; K40:26 ounces. 

K9: 6 inches; K40; 6.1 inches. 

Approximately 4.5 inches, 

(at the grips) 1.115 inches (with wooden grip panels). 

K9: 0.90-inch; K40: 0.94-inch. 

K9: Six-groove, polygonal rifling with a right-hand twist of one tum in 9.84 inches (250mm); 
K40: one turn in 16 inches (406mm), 

3.5 inches, 

7-round, (K9) or 6-round (K40) single-column, detachable box-type with removable base pad 
and fioorplate. 

Blade-type front sight, 0.14-inch thick, with a single white dok open, square-notch (which 
measures 0.15-inch in width) rear sight with a single, white, vertical bar centered under the 
notch; both dovetailed to the slide. Optional Trijicon 3-dot night sights also available. 
Electroless-nickel, black-oxide, stainless-steel or Birdsong Black-T. 

Black, neoprene-type polymer grip panels; optional Hogue exotic wood-grip panels at $4755. 
$538 to $788, depending upon caliber, finish and sight options; complete with one magazine; 
spare magazines at $32.50 each. 

Kahr Arms, Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 220, Blauvelt, NY 10913; phone; 914-353-5996; fax; 914-353-7833. 
Reliable. Proper compressed envelope for both the 9mm Parabellum and .40 S&W cartridges. 
Designed for deep concealment and gunfighting at close ranges. Mushy trigger puiL 




Field Stripping 

R emove the magazine and clear any loaded round from the chamber. Retract the 
slide rearward, about 3/4-inch, until the disassembly notch on the left side of 
the slide is aligned with the slide stop’s axis pin. Gendy drive out the slide-stop 
leyei; from right to left, with a brass hammer or plastic screwdriver handle. Ease the 
slide forward under control. Pull the trigger to release the firing pin. Let the trigger 
go forwgreL to permit the passive firing-pin safety to pass over the cocking cam, and 
pttsfrfhe^slide group forward and off the frame. Press forward on the recoil-spring 
guide rod and remove the guide rod and recoil spring from the slide. Lift out the bar¬ 
rel No further disassembly is recommended. After cleaning and* lubrication, 
reassemble in the reverse order. — P. G.K. 




^1/WVW 
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SOF REVEALS RUSSIA’S 
SECRET RATTLE RIFLE 


Radical Mem Design For 21st Century 

by Valery N. Shilin 



The AN-94 assault rifle, right-hand view. Will this become the 
“Kalashnikov” of the 21st century? (right) AN-94 assault rifle, left side. 


I first met Gennadiy 
N. Nikonov at 
Izhmash, a compa¬ 
ny of nearly 55,000 
employees located 
at Izhevsk in the 
Ural mountains, 
when I was organizing ex¬ 
perimental foreign-language 
classes to a special factory 
contingent best described as 
the advanced technical elite. 

The purpose was to enable 
them to read Western techni¬ 
cal sources in the original. 

Additionally, and what I 
thought was of particular 
significance, this contingent 
had to get a special course of professional 
training to be better prepared for future 
direct international cooperation — to me, 
an incongruous mission for a defense fac¬ 
tory in a closed city (Izhevsk became an 
open city only in 1992)! 

Nikonov was then a 27-year-old engi¬ 
neer from one of the design bureaus. I was 


not then aware Gennadiy 
worked in a central arms- 
designing bureau, since stu¬ 
dents were not allowed to dis¬ 
close their professions. 

Gennadiy and I lived in 
the same neighborhood. 
Once, walking with my infant 
son, I met Gennadiy on a sim¬ 
ilar mission with his own 
child. We stopped to talk, and 
our social encounters became 
more frequent. 

A year or so later, I was 
promoted and came to work at 
the Izhmash Department for 
Foreign Relations. At the 
beginning of the ’80s I 
learned Nikonov also was promoted and 
appointed as a project engineer for a new 
secret weapon. Following the rules, I never 
asked him about his new job. 

I left Izhevsk on an assignment to North 
Africa, and my contacts with Nikonov were 
temporarily suspended for security reasons. 
When I returned to Izhmash almost four 


years later, I found he was known by almost 
everyone — he had become a star! 

Word was that his new “Abakan” ASM 
assault rifle was far more effective than the 
famous Kalashnikov. Later, working in the 
Arms Marketing Division of Izhmash, I 
was often queried by Western friends and 
partners: “Who is Nikonov? What does the 
‘Abakan’ look like?” The issue being top 
secret, I was not able to give any details 
until recently. Soldier Of Fortune maga¬ 
zine now has a unique opportunity to break 
this exclusive story to its readers. We shall 
begin with the latest news: The Abakan 
assault rifle was just recently given a new 
official index name (type classified), now 
listed as the AN-94 (Avtomat Nikonova, 
model 1994). 

Gennadiy N. Nikonov 

The inventor of this new weapon was 
bom on 11 August 1950 in Izhevsk, Russia. 
Both parents were employees of Izhmash, 
now Izhmash Joint Stock Company. In 
1968, Nikonov graduated from technical 
school and came to work at Izhmash as a 



Russian arms designer 
Gennadiy Nikolayevich 
Nikonov, 47. 
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technician in the Department of the Chief 
Arms Designer. While in school, Nikonov 
had a passion for underwater rifles and he 
received his first professional recognition 
for developing an interesting design for a 
trigger mechanism for an underwater rifle. 
While at Izhmash, Nikonov combined his 
factory work with attendance at evening 
classes in a local mechanical institute. 

In 1975, he graduated from the Izhevsk 
Mechanical Institute as an engineer. His 
professionalism, diligence, and steady 
attention to business launched a meteoric 
career. He was commissioned to create var¬ 
ious rifles including air-operated rifles and 
sporting firearms such as the stylish and 
accurate Izjubr (buck deer) carbine — an 
exclusive, limited-edition rifle. 

With diverse engineering skills, 
Nikonov proved to be a good team leader 
and was appointed as a senior project engi¬ 
neer to design a number of both single-shot 
bolt-action rifles and fully automatic 
weapons. 

His originality in solving complex engi¬ 
neering tasks led him to patent a number of 


novel mechanisms and components. 
Gennadiy Nikonov also holds 42 copy¬ 
rights. One of his unique developments was 
the straight-pull bolt for a winter Biathlon 
rifle. Along with such practical works, 
Nikonov also conducted several sophisticat¬ 
ed research projects. 

In the mid-1970s, Nikonov entered a 
post-graduate course as a Ph.D. candidate. 
In the period of 1980 to 1985, he participat¬ 
ed in several leading-edge projects commis¬ 
sioned by the then Soviet Ministry for 
Defense Industry. One such project was the 
“Abakan” assault rifle. For his professional 
achievements Nikonov was awarded the 
honorary titles of “Best Designer of the 
Company” and “The Best Designer of the 
Ministry.” Married with two sons, Nikonov 
and his family live in Izhevsk. 

The AN-94 "Abakan" 
Assault Rifle 

The first public appearance of the 
Abakan rifle was in May 1993 at an exclu¬ 
sive arms exhibition in Nizhny Novgorod. 
Before that the new rifle had been shown 


only to a limited number of people — either 
Russian technical experts or government 
VIPs. Soon after the show, a number of arti¬ 
cles appeared in Western publications, but 
which offered scant information ‘— the 
Abakan was still cloaked in secrecy. 

I had been able to test and evaluate the 
Abakan in early 1991, but, due to its classi¬ 
fied status, had been unable to write about 
it The most prominent exterior feature is 
the extensive use of synthetic material 
(glass fiber-reinforced polyamide). An all¬ 
synthetic stock extends from the folding 
butt stock to a fore end. 

There is what appears to be an underbar¬ 
rel gas tube, but which, in reality, is a stock- 
extension rod with a firing-unit guide rail 
and an underbarrel grenade launcher mount. 

A small stud in the middle of this rod 
plays an important dual-function role: In 
automatic fire, both the barrel and the 
extension rod oscillate, and may develop a 
resonant bounce. To interrupt the frequency 
of oscillation of the rod and thus eliminate 
the bounce, the stud was placed in the mid¬ 
dle of the extension rod. 



AN-94 assault rifle, with stock folded. Note extensive use of synthetics. 


(above) Closeup of AN-94 shows 1) hinge for folding butt stock, 2) rotary asterisk-type 
diopter rear sight, 3) butt stock lock-release button, and 4) trigger-mechanism release 
lever, (right) Underside of weapon shows 1) magazine latch (the magazine attaches at 
an angle to give extra space for the return spring), 2) safety shift lever (position “11” for 
safe, position “O” for fire), 3) fire-mode selector, 4) cleaning rod. 
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Features at the muzzle end of the AN-94 include 1) stock-extension rod with guide rail 
and underbarrel grenade-launcher mount, 2) barrel, 3) stud which functions both as an 
anti-resonant-bounce device and a weapons lock in the firing port of an APC, 4) front 
sight, 5) bayonet, 6) muzzle brake. 


Secondly, the rifle is adapted to deliver 
fire from the firing port of armored vehicles, 
and the gun is usually locked in its firing posi¬ 
tion by a special mechanism. To inhibit longi¬ 
tudinal sliding inside the lock, the stud serves 
as a retainer. The gas cylinder is located 
inside the upper hand guard above the barrel. 
All firing mechanisms, gas tube with cylinder 
and the receiver, are placed inside the syn¬ 
thetic stock also. The rifle’s stock, which in 
other designs might be called a receiver were 
it made from steel or aluminum, serves in this 
instance not unlike the mount for a conven¬ 
tional artillery piece. The barrel and the 
receiver, integrated into a firing unit, travel 
inside the stock. The bolt and the bolt-carrier, 
in turn, perform their reciprocating motion 
inside the receiver. 

The polyamide hand guard is integrated 
with the top cover. At the top rear part of the 
stock there is a rotary asterisk-type diopter 
with peepholes located at different levels 
for various elevations. One of the star points 
of diopter has two holes to hold a self-lumi¬ 
nous tritium capsule, which enables an 
operator to conduct fire effectively in twi¬ 
light or under conditions of poor visibility. 
A similar device is available for the round- 
post-type front sight placed inside protec- 


Pistol grip integrated with trigger 
mechanism, safety lever, selector and 
magazine latch. 


five ears. The front sight may be adjusted 
for elevation and windage. 

The muzzle brake is an original two- 
chambered design which, like the whole 
weapon, departs from earlier Russian small 
arms designs. Unlike earlier designs of small 




(above) The Izjubr 
(buck deer) auto¬ 
loading rifle in .308 
Winchester, a de¬ 
luxe limited edition 
featuring a four- 
round detachable 
magazine, was an 

early Nikonov design, (above) With engineering complete on the Abakan assault rifle, 
Nikonov and his team embarked on a project to develop a series of sporting and service 
semiautomatic shotguns in 20-ga. magnum and 12 ga., based on the Kalashnikov firing 
system. This semiautomatic Sa/ga-12K service shotgun, featuring a gas regulator and 10- 
round detachable magazine, will be covered in a forthcoming issue. 


firearms with underbarrel bayonet mounts, 
the Abakan has a side-mounted bayonet lug 
on the right side of the barrel, to enable bet¬ 
ter penetration capability in hand-to-hand 
combat. In addition, the bayonet in a hori¬ 
zontal position can be used to make swing¬ 
ing side cuts. Because of its location, both 
the bayonet and an underbarrel grenade 
launcher can be attached at the same time. 

As seen in the photos, the AN-94 assault 
rifle is significantly different from the earli¬ 
er Kalashnikov designs. Only five AK-74 
components were borrowed by Nikonov: 1) 
folding-butt hinge with release knob, 2) pis¬ 
tol grip, 3) magazine, 4) optical sight base 
and 5) cleaning kit. The standard-column, 
detachable, box-type 30-round magazine is 
attached at an angle to give extra space for 
the recoil spring. 

To disengage and remove the top cover 
with hand guard, the lever located at the 
front right-hand side of the stock is pivoted 
on its axis to the lower position. To remove 
the action, with the top cover removed, with 
the right hand pull the integrated firing unit 
holding the barrel until it comes free of the 
guide rails inside the stock and the stock 
extension rod. To strip the trigger mecha¬ 
nism from the receiver-like carrier-stock, 
depress the folding butt stock lock-release 
knob all the way through, and holding it in 
such a position, turn the smaller lever locat¬ 
ed above the pistol grip downwards. 

The Abakan buttstock folds to the right 
in contrast to the AK-74 and AK-100 series. 
Folded in such a manner, the rifle unfolds 
easier and quicker from the ergonomic point 
of view and is handier to carry. 

To absorb the shock of the firing unit in 
the rear position and to boost its return trav¬ 
el, the rifle has a buffer located inside the 
stock above the foregrip. The buffer inter¬ 
acts with the firing unit through the hook 
located under the barrel extension to the 
right of the receiver. To boost the return 
travel of the bolt carrier there is a shock 
absorber in the rear of the receiver. 

The most significant feature of the 
Abakan assault rifle is the variable full-auto 
mode that automatically switches from 
1,800 rpm to a 600 rpm rate after two 
rounds are fired. 

The high rate of fire of this rifle is 
achieved by means of the following: 1) 
short travel of the bolt carrier, and that the 
return travel of the bolt carrier is accelerat¬ 
ed by the spring of the shock absorber locat¬ 
ed at the rear of receiver; 2) construction of 
an integrated carrier-stock that features a 
buffer (located above the foregrip inside the 
stock), which assists the return spring by 
giving an extra impulse and accelerating the 
firing unit in its return travel; 3) further, the 
use of a hammer of a sliding type which has 
a special device to minimize the time 
between the initial two shots. 

As for the reliability of the Nikonov 
ASM rifle, last May, I visited the Central 
Testing Range of the Russian Army in the 
city of Rzhevsk near St. Petersburg. I was 
shown one of the first Abakan prototypes, 
which had fired some 40,000 rounds with- 
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With innovative design features and materials application, the AN- 
94 may be slated to replace the venerable Kalashnikov. 


out any failures. Of course, I 
could hardly expect there 
remained any rifling in the barrel 
due to such an extensive use. 

Doubtful, I loaded the magazine. 

The rifle, however, responded by 
a sure full-auto burst when I 
pulled the trigger — it worked! 

Operating Principles 

Operation of this weapon is 
based on utilization of propellant 
gases diverted from the barrel 
bore into a gas cylinder. To sig¬ 
nificantly enhance accuracy of 
fire, the AN-94 assault rifle uses 
the principle of a blowback shift¬ 
ed pulse (BBSP) principle. The 
BBSP by nature is a delay of the 
shock of the firing unit in its rear 
position in relation to the 
moment the bullet escapes from 
the barrel (i.e. while the burst of 
the first two rounds is being 
fired at the rate of 1,800 rpm both the barrel 
and the firing unit travel along the guide rail 
in the integrated carrier-stock toward its 
rear). The instant before the firing unit com¬ 
presses the buffer spring inside the carrier- 
stock above the foregrip and completes the 
recoil cycle is enough for two bullets to 
escape from the barrel. 

The operator feels the recoil as a single 
push, which does not effect the trajectory of 
bullets already headed down range and, 
hence, allows a better hit probability. In the 
process of firing, two simultaneous actions 
are in progress: travel of the integrated firing 
unit inside the carrier-stock and movement 
of components of the firing mechanism. 

To fire, the selector lever is placed on 
“O” (ogon means “fire” in Russian), or on 
“AB” (avtomatichesky — “automatic”). In 
full-auto fire, the selector shifts a trigger 
plate in such a manner that the interrupter 
comes into contact with one of the shoul¬ 
ders of the trigger plate. The operator pulls 
the operating handle of the bolt carrier to 
the rear. At this moment the preliminary 
feeding of a round from the magazine by a 
special mechanism takes place. This opera¬ 
tion takes place every time the bolt carrier 
travels to the rear. 

The bolt carrier pushes the hammer into 
its firing position and the sear holds it. 
Released and driven forward by both a 
return spring and the shock absorber, the 
bolt rams the round into chamber and locks 
the barrel by entering its two locking lugs 
into recesses in the barrel extension. When 
the trigger is pulled, its side lug presses 
upon the trigger plate. The latter pivots on 
its axis to activate the sear. The sear also 
turns to release the hammer. The hammer, 
driven by the main spring, slides into its 
front position and hits the firing pin. The 
first round is fired. 

Driven by blowback, the firing unit 
slides inside the integrated carrier-stock and 
compresses the buffer spring. As soon as the 
bullet passes the gas port in the barrel, a 
portion of gas escapes through the port into 


gas cylinder, activates the piston and, 
through the bolt-carrier extension, pushes 
the bolt carrier with hammer rearward. The 
bolt rotates to unlock the chamber. The 
empty case is extracted and ejected. 

When the bolt carrier and the hammer 
reach their rear position, the return spring, 
assisted by the shock absorber, pushes them 
forward. The sear being temporarily deacti¬ 
vated, the second cycle is initiated. The 
hammer, in the high-rate mode, free from 
the sear, keeps on moving and decreases the 


time between the first and sec¬ 
ond shots. ^ 

After the second round is 
fired, the firing unit continues 
its rearward motion, while the 
bolt carrier and the hammer 
begin their next cycle. The sear 
is retained by the trigger plate. 

After the second shot, the 
interrupter and the sear return 
into their initial position, the 
hammer being retained by the 
sear. The bolt carrier and the bolt, 
free from the hammer, complete 
their job by ramming the next 
round into chamber. With this, 
the high-rate cycle is completed. 

The rifle commences its reg¬ 
ular automatic rate of 600 rpm 
thusly: The firing unit, after the 
second shot, reaches its rear 
position and starts moving for¬ 
ward, driven by the return spring 
and accelerated by an extra 
impulse of the buffer. The interrupter moves 
forward together with the firing unit. The 
hammer, released from the sear, slides for¬ 
ward to hit the firing pin. The third round is 
fired. The firing unit begins to move rear¬ 
ward. The bolt and the bolt carrier also 
move rearward. 

Immediately after the bolt carrier begins 
its motion forward, the sear catches the 
hammer. After the second shot is fired in a 

Continued on page 66 


AN-94 


SPECIFICATIONS 


Caliber: 5.45x39mm 

Operation: gas-operated without regulator, locked breech with a rotary bolt, fires 
from the closed-bolt position 
Cyclic rate: variable, 1,800 and 600 rpm 

Feed: black, fiberglass-reinforced polyamide, 30-round, two-position-feed, 
detachable box-type magazine 
(empty and without magazine) 3.85 kilograms 
943mm with stock extended; 728mm with stock folded 


Weight: 
Length, overall; 
Barrel: 


chrome-plated bore and chamber, four-grooved RH rifling of one turn in 
195mm 


Barrel length: 405mm 
Sights; 


round-post-type front sight in protective ears, adjustable for both ele¬ 
vation and windage zero; the notch on the upper part of the frame is 
intended to hold a pair of self-luminous tritium capsules enabling the 
operator to conduct fire in twilight; rear sight is a rotary asterisk-type 
diopter with a peephole in each of the five points located at different 
levels for various elevations 


Finish: 

Furniture: 


black phosphate 

black fiberglass-reinforced polyamide butt stock, pistol grip, top hand- 
guard integrated with top cover and integrated carrier stock 
Accessories: bayonet, sling, cleaning kit including cleaning rod; optical sight, night- 
vision devices and underbarrel grenade launcher optional 
Status: limited production; needs investments to implement mass production 
T & E summary: robust with excellent reliability; enhanced accuracy and hit probability 
by using blow-back shifted pulse; refinements include side-folding butt 
stock, optical sight base and horizontal bayonet mount 
Manufacturer: Izhmash JSC, Dept. SOF, 3 Derjabin Str., 426006 Izhevsk, Russia; 
phone and fax: (7-3412) - 78 40 16. 
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Self-Destruction Of The Russian Military Machine 

Text & Photos by Mark H. Milstein 


e arlier thin year when the Kremlin 
issued a general amnesty for crimes 
com mi tied by Russian, troops in 
Chechnya, 22-ycar^old Valeri thought 
he finally was seeing she light at the end of 
the tunnel. 

What he did not anticipate were days of 
inlenugaSions, severe beatings, and charges 
of murder The ordeal quickly took him 
through Lise Russian army's legal system 
and brought him to a court-martial sentenc¬ 
ing hearing [hah if he was lucky, would pul 
him in a saitprvukhw (army stockade) per¬ 
forming hard labor the rest of his life — 
instead of facing a firing squad. 

“I joined the army because I wanted to 
be a soldier,” Valeri explained through my 
iniespieten The Chechnya veteran puffed on 
yet another cig&reue m he sat in the clut- 
rered, dusty hallway outside the Moscow 
courtrooms of an army judge advocate gen¬ 
eral. “This problem didn't start with these 
murder charges. It staned with my officers 
at Tjopft Sim | ban'ticks in Moscow]. They 
beat me. This army is not an army. It's crim¬ 
inal ~p not me." 

The charges drawn up by the Russian 
army investigators in Stavropol in southern 
Rii.Hsiii described Valeri’s crime: In October 
1996, while on patrol outside Asinovskaya, 
Chechnya, Valeri shot and killed a Russian 
non-commissioned oUlcer. The murder 
weapon was [he AKM assault rifle issued 
him by the 1 £> 1 s-t Motorized Brigade as his 
personai weapon. The shooting occurred 
during u firelight with "Chechen bandits. 

Ln other words, Valeri “fragged” his 
sergeant by shooting him in the back. His 
ease is not unique and is a symptom of 
much greater problems. 

The bigger picture is that the Russian 
army nowadays Loses the equivalent of two 
fijEimenls even year So non-combat deaths. 
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tom. The very bottom. 

“You could go to visit Lubyanka Square, 
across from the old KGB headquarters, to 
meet Chechen- and Afghun-tfftr vets selling 
drugs or begging for money, 11 the reporter 
continued. “If that doesn't work, try calling 
the mothers 1 committee. They work on 
behalf of soldiers facing court martial, 
mostly deserters, but you might meet some 
interesting cases.” 

Dutifully following that lip r we soon 
found ourselves across town in the cramped 
but incredibly busy offices of the 
Committee of Soldiers’ Mothers of Russia. 

“We look after about soldier who 
are going through court martial or Ityve 
deserted the Russian army, as well as anoth¬ 
er 4,000 or so conscientious objectors.” com¬ 
mittee Press Secretary Valentina Melnikova 
explained. “We provide ihem with practical 
support, as well as psychological counseling. 
We go with them to court, we make sure they 
understand the rules and laws, and we protect 
them against officers within the army who 
don't listen to the rules.” 

Melnikova, a feisty 60-someihing moth¬ 
er of two, suggested that wv return the nest 
day at 1100 and meet [wo deserters who 
were scheduled to start their court-martial 
processes in a day or so. 

I returned to SOF 's temporary Moscow 
bureau at the Izmailovska Park Hotel. 
Being male and obviously western 
European or American, I Immediately 
popped up on the radar screens of young 
prostitutes who patrol holds Catering to 
tourists. Almost as soon as I closed the 


Russian honor guard marches in Krasnaya Ploshchad (Red Square) in Moscow. That 
night, new shift of soldiers takes its place around St. Basil’s Cathedral. 


a criminal record. There is rampant corrup¬ 
tion among NCOs and officers — even gen¬ 
erals; a suicide rate (428 in 1996 — SOF 
World Sitrep, May ’97) that would be con¬ 
sidered astounding in the U.S. Army; and, 
con-stunt reports that many soldiers, includ¬ 
ing officers, can go for months without pay. 
On top of all of that, illegal sales of military 
weapons and equipment are commonplace. 

While the fall of Soviet communism 
truly was cause for celebration, the agoniz¬ 
ing collapse of the Russian ground forces is 
not. It is a dangerously unstable situation 


for one of the world’s largest armies. 

Mothers' Committee 

My plan had been simple enough: Go to 
Moskva and obtain as complete of a top-to- 
bottom analysis of the Russian army as pos¬ 
sible by interviewing members of its demor¬ 
alized officer corps. Within 24 hours of 
arrival, however, those plans were scrapped. 

“To really understand how far the 
Russian army has fallen,” a reporter with 
the English-language newspaper Moscow 
Times lold me, “you have to start at the bot- 
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Like soldiers the world over, these MVD 
troops hurry up and wait for orders (here, to 
move out in Moscow’s “VE Day” parade). 


(above) Two young soldiers, facing 
criminal charges from their tour in 
Chechnya, wait outside Russian “JAG” 
oil ice with their court-appointed psy¬ 
chologist (on right). ValerL (right) a 22- 
year-old Chechnya veteran charged 
with murdering an NCO, talks with a 
social worker from the Committee of 
Soldiers' Mothers of Russia. 


door to my room, there came a knock. 

“Hi, my name is Emma and I’m from 
Turkmenistan,” cooed a dark-skinned 
vixen of about 17. “Aren’t you going to 
invite me in?” 

The dark-haired Emma confidently 
maneuvered her way into my room, 
plopped herself down on the bed, and 
began removing her blouse. “It’s $80 for 


the hour; I’ll do anything you want, 1 " She 
said, arching her back seductively qml 
smiling. “Do you want me?” 

I regained my composure enough i d sktp 
staring. I tried to visualize an SOF expense 
report listing a three-figure expenditure for 
“central-Asian bimbo”; no good. Assuring 
Emma that she really was attractive. I said 1 
was low on cash. Maybe she would like to 
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Moscow residents turn out for VE Day 
parade, A few wave flags of the old Soviet 
Union. In crowd below St. Basil's 
Calhodral is one sign (center left) with dic¬ 
tator Josef Stalin's photograph. Another 
(at far lelt) expresses concern over con¬ 
temporary issues; translated, it says ‘No 
to foreign credit! Yes to human rights!’ 

get together with me on her day off? 

Old Moscow, New Moscow 

The words “cheap American” still slung 
my cars as I slowly walked out of the 
Piaxhchad Rcvohttsi (Revolution Square) 
metro station toward Red Square. Only a 
few years ago, I likely would have rated a 
KGB “shadow” but tonight I noticed nobody 
tailing me. A light drizzle had begun. It was 
2230; the streets were nearly empty. 

Ahead, near the monument to Soviet 
Marshal Georgi Zhukov, hero of the Great 
Patriotic War, 1 spotted about 200 soldiers 
from the MVD (Ministerstvo Vnmrennikh 
Del: Ministry of Internal Affairs), replete in 
dress uniforms, going through roll call. 
They were not alone. 

Just up the cobblestoned entrance to Red 
Square stood another group of MVD troops; 
beyond them — like something out of a 
Sialtii-crn propaganda film — thousands 
more Russian soldiers going through the 
paces in preparation for the annual Victory 
in Europe Day (VE Day) parade scheduled 
For the following week. 

1 continued to take photo after photo, 
wandering among the various units as they 
stood at lUlcnfion and then marched up and 
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down the length of Red Square. No one 
challenged me — until 1 climbed the steps 
of Lenin's Tomb to gel a belter view. 
Quicker than you could say “revolt of the 
proletariat,” 1 found myself being hustled 
by army MPs toward the police line just 
behind St. Basil's Cathedral. 

It obviously was time to take in some of 
Moscow's night life. I shortly was cruising 
along the main drag, Ulitsa Tverskaya (Tver 
Street), for some excitement. 

Outside the Hotel Intourist, about three 
dozen “girls” and their pimps were doing a 
booming business to the beat of a Dixieland 


band holding an impromptu concert on the 
sidewalk. At the best Cuban bar in the city, 
Gitantananiera , the scene was the same: 
wall-to-wall sex, booze, and power. 

Moscow had in five yean* gone from 
Cold War-dull to Las Vegas-gfilzy. complete 
with enough Mafia types and American dol¬ 
lars to keep the booze (urul just about any 
other desired drugs) flowing well into the 
next century. 

The following morning l headed back to 
the mothers’ committee's office, Two of 

Continued on page 07 
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2000 hours on 17 December 1996, more 
than 400 dignitaries gather at the Jap¬ 
anese ambassador’s residence in the 
Peruvian capital of Lima, for free booze 
and bait in celebration of the Emperor’s birthday. 
Suddenly, 20 armed men and women blow a hole in 
the wall at the rear of the grounds: They split into two 
groups, one group racing toward the front gate where 
they engage security guards, the other group heading 
to the large tented area of the reception, where they 
take hostages. Against very little resistance, within 
minutes they take control of the building and grounds. 

At about 2300 hours, 
they release _ 
elderly and 
female 









hostages. The remaining hostages — largely high-ranking Peruvian 
officials, including the president’s brother, and Japanese business¬ 
men — are spread throughout the embassy, under armed guard. 
They release another 225 on Christmas day. The terrorists demand 
the release of fellow Movimiento Revolucionario Tupac Amaru 
(MRTA) prisoners being held in Peruvian jails. President Fujimori 
refuses. The world watches, and waits. 

In my home in San Diego, images bombarded me of the terrorist 
take-over at the Japanese ambassador’s residence: the red, white and 
red flag of the terrorist group, MRTA displayed in a residence window; 

the round, fleshy face of the terrorist 
leader, Nestor Cerpa Cartolini 
AKA Comandante “Huertas” 
“Evaristo,” leader of the 
terrorist band capturing 
the embassy compound, 
and well-armed Peru¬ 
vian SWAT personnel 
on station and ready 
outside the residence. 

From the tube 
loom the dark, dan¬ 
gerous eyes of a ter¬ 
rorist, his face half- 


hidden behind an MRTA bandana; the distorted face of a black¬ 
haired Jewish American Princess-turned MRTA terrorist, Lori 
Berenson Mejia, screaming her defiance like the good little “free¬ 
dom fighter” she was, but now freezing her revolutionary tush off in 
an unheated prison cell above the high-plains city of Puno. Into my 
quiet San Diego living room comes the impassive face of hard-line 
Peruvian President, Alberto Fujimori; of a heavily armed SWAT 
member contemplating a small Christmas tree outside the residence. 

For terrorists, the Tupac Amaru had demonstrated planning, 
organization and discipline in this takeover of the Japanese 
Ambassador’s Residence: Whoever would ultimately receive the 
mission to take them down had better be good. And it was cast in 
stone that the terrorists would be taken down, as such atrocities 
could not be left unanswered. The hostages must be rescued; the 
ambassador’s residence must be returned to its rightful occupants. 
Terrorism must not win. 

I had no doubt that the Peruvians had the SpecOps personnel 
assets to ultimately handle this problem, as I had helped train them 
over a decade before. 

Deja Peru 

The TV images and the newspaper accounts I read during the 
next few days brought back images in my mind of Peru from anoth¬ 
er time, a time I’d spent in-country during the ’70s and ’80s, and of 
a time not long ago when my good friend of more than 20 years, 
retired Peruvian Vice Admiral Luis “Lucho” Giampietri, and his 
wife and daughters had been my guests during the annual reunion 
of U.S. Navy SEALs in Coronado, California. 

I’d met Lucho in 1972 when I served with the U.S. Military 
Assistance and Advisory Group in Lima. We were both lieu¬ 
tenant commanders with a shared vision: the establishment 
of a Peruvian special-operations force modeled on U.S. 
Navy SEALs. Lucho, who had received his SpecOps train¬ 
ing in Argentina, was then CO of the Peruvian Underwater 
Demolition Team, El Grupo de Demolicion Submarina . 

The men with verde faces: Counterparts to U.S. Navy 
SEALs, Peru’s well-equipped, superbly trained 
F.O.E.S. are country’s premier anti-terrorist organiza¬ 
tion. (inset) Peruvian national policeman shields him¬ 
self from heat as terrorist car bomb 
goes high order in Lima. 
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During the next four years we’d strug¬ 
gled with the U.S. and Peruvian bureaucra¬ 
cies to obtain training and equipment neces¬ 
sary for Peruvian frogmen to become 
Peruvian SEALS or FOES, Fuerzas de 
Operaciones Especiales. To form the core of 
the FOES (pronounced “fo-eighs”), I sent 10 
Peruvian frogmen to Coronado for Basic 
Underwater Demolition/SEAL training 
(BUD/S). Nine completed this most grueling 
of military courses at a time when the attri¬ 
tion rate for U.S. trainees exceeded 70%. 

Now, as the days declined toward 
Christmas and the heightened media chatter 
about Peru washed over me like storm surf, 
I thought of the good times Lucho and I had 
enjoyed: spear fishing a pulmon (free div¬ 
ing) where Lucho amazed me with his abil¬ 
ity to follow huge sea bass to depths of 
more than 60 feet for the kill; salvage diving 
with open-circuit SCUBA on a merchant¬ 
man sunk in cold, dark waters off the 
Pacific port of San Juan de Marcona near 
the southern border with Chile (we dove to 
165 feet with a bottom time of 12 minutes 
and made decompression stops in shark 
cages during our ascent to the surface, 
where I’d emptied a face-mask filled with 
blood from ruptured sinuses); locking out of 
U.S. submarines during the annual U.S.- 
Peruvian naval exercise, UNITAS. 

We had launched ourselves from the 
ramp of a DeHavilland Buffalo flown by the 
Peruvian Air Force, praying static lines 
would deploy our unmodified T-10 canopies 
before we augured into the coastal desert 
less than 600 feet below; we swam against 
warships in Callao Harbor with practice 
Peruvian limpet mines and closed-circuit 
French Spiro-Tecniques scuba; we played 
basketball for the Peruvian Navy and their 
naval academy, and we celebrated these 
events and other by feasting on ceviche, 
articuchos , tacu-tacu , conchas a laparme- 
sana f lomo saltado , washing it all down with 
excellent Tacama wine, Cuzquenan beer, a 
tasty white grape brandy called pisco , or 
sometimes cheap aguardiente — a sugar¬ 
cane firewater known as sacaronchas for its 
ability to make your skin crawl. 

All this and more I recalled in the unset¬ 
tling tranquility of my den as I watched the 
MRTA first release a group of 30 women and 
children and then a big Christmas-day pre¬ 
sent of 225 men, mostly foreign diplomats 
and businessmen. Lucho’s wife had been in 
the first group — but he had not been in the 
second: My old friend remained a hostage. 

A Marx Brothei? 

A hushed phone call from a FOE contact 
in Peru had first brought the bad news of 
Lucho*s capture. And quite a catch he’d 
been for the terrorists. I thanked God he was 
in the hands of the MRTA rather than 
Sendero Luminoso (SL), Peru’s better- 
known and considerably more blood-thirsty 
guerrilla threat. 

The relationship of Lucho and his FOES 
with SL goes back many years and contin¬ 
ues to this day. SL and their infamous 
leader, Abimael Guzman AKA “Chairman 



Gonzalo,” plunged Peru into more than a 
decade of chaos and violence, of destroyed 
roads, railways, bridges, oil and water 
pipelines, electric pylons, of car bombs, 
truck bombs, assassinations of government 
officials, union leaders, campesino leaders, 
priests, nuns, and the poor bastard in the 
street or on a bus who had the bad luck to be 
around when SL cranked off their demo 
(they always loaded heavy). 

SL began their terror in 1980, the same 
year the Peruvian Navy commissioned the 
FOES. Guzman chose as his initial target the 
16th century city of Ayacucho, perched 165 
miles southeast of Lima in the high sierra at 
a brain-bursting altitude of 10,000 feet. 
Guzman, trained in communist China, chose 
Ayacucho because of its predominantly 



(above) Although the preponderance of 
attacks on infrastructure and kidnap- 
pings-for-ransom take place near popula¬ 
tion centers, much of the rebel support is 
in remote areas. FOE armed with Ultimax 
100 light machine gun patrols Ucayali 
River Basin, (right) FOES insert for raid 
on terrorist base camp in Amazon jungle 
near Pucallpa, major port on Ucayali 
River. Air, water, land insertions are all 
used by Peru’s version of SEALs. 


Having sustained more than 30,000 
deaths and billions of dollars of damage 
to national infrastructure from terrorists 
such as Sendero Luminoso (“Shining 
Path”) and MRTA (Tupac Amaru), Peru 
has become well-prepared to deal with 
the many ugly faces of terrorism. From 
left to right, FOES trainees fast-rope from 
choppers to initiate hostage-rescue ops, 
commence limpieza de cuartos (room 
clearance), and take down “terrorist.” 
This training would later pay off at the 
Japanese embassy compound in Lima. 



Indian population, most of whom lived 
beyond the margins of Peruvian society, and 
its remoteness. No paved road connected the 
city or its department, a political subdivision 
similar to one of our states, with the coast 
more than a hard day’s drive away. Most of 
Peru’s population of 22 million live in the 
major cities of Trujillo, Lima, and Arequipa. 

As I continued to endure the sometimes 
mindless commentary of “experts” babbling 
away on TV or scribbling in newspapers 
that SL followed a Maoist line, that Guzman 
considered himself the “Fourth Sword of 
Communism” together with Marx, Lenin, 
and Mao, I recalled what Lucho had told me 
during a visit I’d made to Lima in 1986 that 
the true model for SL was Pol Pot’s bloody 
Khmer Rouge. Certainly the insane, relent¬ 
lessly inhuman slaughter SL visited on 
Peruvians throughout the country until 
Guzman’s capture in 1992 supports Lucho’s 
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and fight. But I had great respect for them, 
for their ability to hump that mountainous, 
airless terrain. They were like goats; we 
could never catch them. Our only successes 
came with mortars. But we leveled their vil¬ 
lages with C-4, a true marvel (una maravil - 
la\ ). We auctioned off SL livestock in 
friendly villages and gave the proceeds to 
our Indian allies, which provided a fine 
incentive for them to locate all the terrorist 
villages they could. 

“Sendero caused us few casualties, but 
the infantes (marines) who also operated 
from Huarta were not so lucky. For whatev¬ 
er reason — and I think it was mostly 
because of their gung-ho attitude and lack 
of respect for what SL could do — the 
infantes suffered many dead and wounded.” 



that matter — has very few roads and you 
must assume SL monitors them all. On this 
particular day, SL had set an ambush for 
police who routinely patrolled the road, 
which was barely one-lane wide and made 
of dirt and rock. The road snaked upward 
along a barren mountainside toward a 
13,000-foot pass. The terrucos, hidden 
among boulders near the pass, had a clear 
view of the road below for more than a mile. 

“One of the terrucos captured after the 
firefight said they saw the infantes at least 30 
minutes before the lead Jeep entered the kill 
zone. At first SL decided not to ambush the 
infantes because they were too many. But the 
terrucos noticed the lead Jeep was speeding 
up, swerving back and forth across the road 
as if the driver were drunk. In fact, Lt. Cieza 
was just having a little fun showing off his 
mountain-driving skills. As the Jeep opened 
its interval with the rest of the convoy, 
SL realized they could hit the vehicle 
and be gone before the other infantes 
reacted. 

“The terrorists initiated the ambush 
with a barrage of quesos rusos, one of 
which struck Lt. Cieza between the 
eyes and blew his face off. A wonder it 
didn’t blow his head off.” Pocho 
paused, then asked, “Know what a 
queso ruso is, gringo?” 

“Well,” I ventured, “I know it 


(above) Nestor Cerpa Cartolini, leader of MRTA 
terrorists who seized more than 500 dignitaries 
during party at Japanese Ambassador’s 
Residence in Lima, Peru, on 17 December 1996. 
(above, left) For many years a thorn in the side 
of Peru, Sendero leader Abimael Guzman meets 
the press after his capture in 1992. (left) U.S. cit¬ 
izen Lori Berenson Mejia, serving life sentence 
in Peru, after being convicted of plotting with 
other MRTA terrorists to seize national con¬ 
gress in Lima. 


characterization: SL has killed at least 
30,000 Peruvians, most of them peasants, 
and cost the government more than $22 bil¬ 
lion in ruined infrastructure. A per-capita 
comparison of the dead with the United 
States reveals that if Chairman “Gonzo” had 
been at work here, SL would have killed 
some 300,000 Americans. 

I’d had that conversation with Lucho at 
his home in Lima during a party with FOES 
who had received their training in the U.S. 
We’d sat around a magnificent table made 
of Amazon basin ironwood for our 
sobremesa or after-dinner discussion, the 
women having left us for the living room. 

Serious Talks Gome To Memory 

We talked for more than two hours and 
seldom laughed — a rarity among FOES. 
Lucho pointed out the obvious: that gov¬ 
ernment intelligence agents had to pene¬ 
trate SL if the terrorists were to be defeat¬ 
ed. However, SL had orga¬ 
nized along classic commu¬ 
nist insurgent lines in self- 
contained cells whose mem¬ 
bers knew each other like 
family, yet knew little or 
nothing about the member¬ 
ship and operations of other 
cells. Further, SL either 
recruited or kidnapped pre- 
teens to indoctrinate them in 
the way of the Party and its 
Chairman, who became a sur¬ 
rogate Daddy. 

Lucho spoke of how the 
government had to recruit its 
agents to infiltrate SL, and had placed huge 
prices on the heads of SL leaders: Guzman 
was worth more than a million dollars dead 
or alive. Of course, direct-action ops had 
been underway for years, mainly in the 
Department of Ayacucho but increasingly in 
the Upper Huallaga Valley where SL pro¬ 
tected immensely wealthy narcotraficantes 
(drug dealers). The FOES had groups in 
Pucallpa, a jungle city in the Upper 
Huallaga, and in Huanta Province, 
Department of Ayacucho. A FOE, I’ll call 
Pocho, had returned from Huanta and told 
of his experiences during a two-month tour. 

t( We operated,” he said, “in 16-man pla¬ 
toons just like U.S. Navy SEALs but often 
took 60 or more Indians with us, mainly as 
scouts, porters, and livestock handlers. We 
rarely used the few roads in the province and 
mostly walked to our objectives. Sometimes 
we inserted by helo but not often, because 
the Peruvian Air Force had a bad habit of not 
showing for the extraction — their usual 
bullshit excuse was, ‘too cloudy.’ 

“We were OPCON to the Army’s 
Second Division headquartered in 
Huamanga, but los Verdes left us alone. 
They simply said eveiyone was SL until 
proven otherwise and to do la necesario . 

“For the FOES this meant going on 7-10 
day patrols searching for SL villages and 
animals: llamas, alpacas, pigs, cows, don¬ 
keys, horses. We seldom made contact with 
the terrucos because they refused to stand 


Tell It On The Marines 

Another FOE interrupted, Pocho: ‘Tell 
the gringo about Lieutenant Ciez. That’s a 
good war story. The gringo likes war sto¬ 
ries. But don’t tell him about Comandante 
Camion: They might tell Amnesty 
International. This was one of the few times 
the FOES laughed. As a wide grin creased 
Pocho’s mahogany face, a Charapa face 
from the jungles of Iquitos, I had a sudden, 
uneasy feeling I was confronting one of 
those NVA regulars I sometimes failed to 
avoid during a 1965 tour with the U.S. 
Marines in Quang Ngai Province before I’d 
become a SEAL. 

“Well,” Pocho began, “Lt. Cieza had been 
in Huanta for a very short time when he 
announced to the world he would lead a con¬ 
voy through the mountains and pursue the 
terrucos into Bolivia if necessary to find and 
kill them. Lt. Cieza took the point with three 
other infantes in a Jeep that mounted an M60 
general-purpose machine gun and a 40 mike- 
mike grenade launcher. Three Mercedes 
trucks with 15 infantes each followed, then 
came another Jeep for rear security. 

“As I said, Huanta — or Ayacucho for 


means ‘Russian cheese’ but that’s all.” 

“A queso ruso is a home-made grenade. 
The terrorists pack TNT, nails, and human 
shit in a beer, evaporated milk, or other 
small can and insert a short-fuzed blasdng 
cap. That’s what ripped Lt. Cieza’s face 
apart. But this is the interesting thing: Even 
without a face, this crazy infante kept run¬ 
ning toward the terrucos firing his pistol. 
They say he ran a good 30 meters and emp¬ 
tied a mag before he dropped dead.” 

Someone said, “Infantes may be burros 
but they are also very brave, carajol” 

We Have Much To Do 

We filled our glasses with what 
remained in the bottle of Johnny Walker 
Black and toasted the careless, faceless, but 
incredibly brave, Lt. Cieza. 

I asked a question to fill the silence: 
“How’s the war going?” 

Lucho said, “We’re winning but we have 
much to do. Right now our prisons are filled 
with SL captives but they’ve taken over 
their cell blocks — and the guards, who are 
poorly trained and paid, are afraid to enter. 
The terrorists run Lurigancho, the main 
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“NAVY SEAL BUDS 
TRAINING VIDEO” 

Altho there are many men physically 
strong enough to be SEALs, few have the 
mental toughness to go with it. Identifying 
those few is what BUDs training is all 
about. Witness the harsh physical & 
mental training programs that condition 
SEALs to prevail under any type of 
pressure. See motivation & self control 
tested to the limit as trainees endure the 
tortures of Hell Week. Discover mind 
control techniques used by SEALs to 
persevere despite extreme stress, cold and 
fatigue. Don’t miss this chance to see the 
extraordinary abilities that define the 
modem Navy SEAL. A LOTI Group film. 

Only $19.95+s&h 
“NAVY SEAL 


INDUSTRIAL 
STRENGTH PT” 

featuring C.J. Caracci 



When you perform at an optimum level, 
the mind and body are one. At those 
times even the most strenuous tasks seem 
easy. Combat survival frequently depends 
on this developed toughness. The role of 
physical training can’t be over 
emphasized. SEAL veteran & tactical 
training expert C.J. Caracci conducts this 
fast paced one on one session. This 
concentrated series of SEAL exercises is 
guaranteed to deliver twice the results in 
half the time. This new accelerated total 
body workout is the answer to those 
requiring maximum results in minimum 
time. This video has all the vigorous 
physical conditioning needed to achieve 
optimum level performance A LOTI 

Group film. Only $19.95+s&h 

Videos $19.95+$3.00 S&H per order. FL 
residents add 6% tax. Send to: LOTI 

GROUP 15720 SUNSET DRIVE 
SUITE #305 MIAMI, FL 33193 
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prison in Lima, and El Fronton.” 

I remembered El Fronton as a prison sit¬ 
uated on an island of the same name at the 
entrance to Callao Harbor, Lima’s Pacific 
Port. This narrow, barren chunk of earth, 
rock, and sand stretched across the water for 
a mile or so and was Peru’s “Alcatraz.” 

“The situation at El Fronton is particu¬ 
larly bad,” Lucho had continued, “because 
the terrorists have obtained cement and 
constructed a labyrinth of walls and 
bunkers within the prison. They call their 
cell block the ‘Blue Pavillion,’ where they 
conduct military training, political indoc¬ 
trination, and hold rallies dedicated to the 
glory of Chairman Gonzalo. We suspect 
they’ve tunneled under the walls to the 
beach where SL boats ferry them to the 
mainland for attacks in Lima. The terror¬ 
ists return to the Blue Pavillion after the 
attacks. 

“This is intolerable but the prison 
authorities will not act, either because 
they’re afraid or they’ve been paid off.” 

I recall letting these remarks pass with¬ 
out much thought that April night in 1986, 
other than feeling my usual sense of out¬ 
rage at what was happening to a beautiful 
country I loved. 

But I remembered what Lucho had said 
quite clearly when, two months later, I 
read on the front page of the New York 
Times that Peruvian Navy frogmen had 
braved withering terrorist fire to destroy 
the Blue Pavillion with that maravilla C-4 
and clear the way for a marine assault. 
Several marines had died in the fighting 
and their surviving mates probably 
engaged in serious payback, but not the 
FOES. (The Peruvian Army and police 
reportedly administered some 260 ear¬ 
shots to terrorists rounded up in 
Lurigancho.) Whatever the truth of El 
Fronton and Lurigancho, Peru’s “forces of 
order” had pretty much severed the head 
from the body of SL except for Abimael 
Guzman and a few close friends, most of 
whom were captured in 1992. 

Guzman now wears an old-fashioned, 
black and white striped convict uniform 
— he looks like an aging child-molester 
as he contemplates his largely failed rev¬ 
olution from a prison cell at the Navy 
Base in Callao, hard by the FOES com¬ 
pound. Anyone bent on rescuing 
Chairman Gonzalo will have to go 
through the FOES first. 

But in 1986 none of this had come to 
pass; nor had we once mentioned MRTA 
during our sobremesa around Lucho’s 
gleaming table, although these terrorists 
had been active in the shadow of SL since 
1982. Led by disaffected members of 
mainstream socialist parties, MRTA had 
largely limited their activities to bank 
robberies and kidnappings for ransom. 
What they were doing, of course, was 
stacking wood, preparing for the long 
winter of discontent they intended for 
Peru. Much of that wood had undoubted¬ 
ly been consumed to seize the Japanese 
Ambassador’s residence. 


Friends Of Foes 

With these thoughts of Peru pressing 
on me, I decided to call two other gringos 
who had great respect and affection for 
Peru, Lucho and his FOES. Commanders 
Joe DeFloria and Skip “Killer” Crane 
were retired SEAL and Vietnam vets now 
living in San Diego who had served after 
me in the ’80s and early ’90s as advisers to 
the FOES; these officers had ensured that 
FOES continued to train and maintain 
close ties with U.S. Navy SEALs. 

The first reaction after I gave the bad 
news to Joe and “Killer” was that we 
should go to Peru and snatch Lucho, but 
that melodramatic notion soon gave way 
to reality: We weren’t spring chickens and 
this wasn’t the movies. Still, we took some 
comfort in knowing that FOES we’d 
trained were at this moment surely gearing 
up for a hostage-rescue mission. In fact, 
after BUD/S they’d received advance 
training in hostage rescue from the Israelis 
and U.S. Army Special Forces. We knew 
FOES would be working overtime, build¬ 
ing their models, studying photographic, 
electronic, and other intel, heating up the 
barrels of their room brooms as they prac¬ 
ticed CQB, and running rehearsal after 
rehearsal until they were good to go. 

And when they went I wanted to be 
there. I did not want to agonize in front of 
my TV, waiting and watching while some 
media puke gave his or her inane, repeti¬ 
tive gloss to this terribly dangerous situa¬ 
tion. (The latest word was that the terror¬ 
ists had mined the residence with 100 
pounds of demo loaded and ready to blow 
in rooms next to the remaining 74 
hostages.) 

The first flight available arrived Lima at 
0100 on 30 December, which left me no 
time to renew my passport (“5-7 days for 
an emergency,” said the officious sand crab 
who processed passport requests). I 
recalled the breathless advice I’d received 
in 1966 from a Fort Benning lane grader 
high along the Tennessee Valley Divide in 
North Georgia: Drive on , Ranger, drive on! 

There were a number of plausible reso¬ 
lutions one could expect to this hostage sit¬ 
uation: the hostage-takers could fold and 
give up, not a likely prospect. Or, thwarted, 
the terrorists could massacre their hostages 
— a real possibility. Or, Peruvian SpecOps 
would take them down and out and free the 
hostages. From the onset, the latter seemed 
the most likely conclusion. President 
Fujimori would not likely cave to MRTA 
demands, and I knew the Peruvian SpecOps 
people: They were an asset Fujimori could 
count on when he decided to do the right 
thing. I fervently hoped I would see my old 
friend Lucho again. 

Next month, former SEAL Bill 
Salisbury takes you there as a specially 
trained composite Peruvian SpecOps 
force pulls off one of the most daring — 
and successful — hostage rescues of the 
decade. * 
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Use the model M10 1-inch ring mount 
and model M14 barrel mount to attach the 
flashlight to the AUG barrel. When operat¬ 
ing in the daylight, many tactical teams 
remove the lamp head assembly and batter¬ 
ies. I use black tape on the top of the front 
portion of the unit to prevent muzzle blast 
from blowing off the black anodizing. 

Infra-red, amber and red filters with tip- 
off covers are also available for SURE¬ 
FIRE flashlights. I keep a red filter attached 
to all my many SURE-FIRE units as the red 
beam does not adversely affect your night 
vision, yet usually provides enough illumi¬ 
nation for most shooting scenarios. 

Another necessary element is a properly 
designed combat sling. I personally feel that 
the Giles sling is the best available. 
Designed by Giles Stock, a retired sergeant 
and SWAT team armorer for the Phoenix 
PD, it is manufactured by, and available 
from, The Wilderness (Dept. SOF, 5130 N. 
19th Ave., Suite 7, Phoenix, AZ 85015; 
phone: 602-242-4945 or 800-775-5650). 

Fabricated from heavy, 1.25-inch, black 
nylon webbing with 1.25-inch Delrin 
buckles, the sling is stitched with heavy 
polyester thread, which is more sun-resis¬ 
tant than nylon thread. Available for the 
Steyr AUG, Colt CAR/AR-15 series, and 
the Benelli and Remington Model 1187 
and 870 shotguns, the Giles sling is also 
custom-made for other shoulder-mounted 
weapons which must be fitted in the shop. 

It can be used as a carry, shooting or 
hands-free sling (in the manner of the H&K 
combat carrying sling). Most important, the 
Giles sling permits the operator to correctly 
and safely transition to his service sidearm 
in a combat environment. The AUG model 
attaches to the weapon’s sling swivels and 
costs only $20. The price of other models 
varies up to $50. 

You will also need several magazine 
pouches for your belt or LBE. The 
Wilderness AR 15/AUG magazine pouch is 
made from black Cordura nylon and poly¬ 
ethylene. The popular vertical pouch costs 
$24.95. There are also right-hand and left- 
hand pouches that hold the magazine in a 
horizontal position. They are priced at 
$29.95. Each pouch holds one magazine. 
Simple instructions for custom-forming 
the pouch to either the M16 or AUG mag¬ 
azines are included. 

The only modification you need to make 
to the AUG itself regards the cross-bolt 
safety. The edges and checkering on this 
rectangular polymer bar are far too sharp. 
Use a small swiss file to carefully round the 
edges and an abrasive Scotch-Brite pad to 
soften the checkering. 

GSI Inc. (Dept. SOF, 108 Morrow Ave., 
RO. Box 129, Trussville, AL 35173; phone: 
205-655-8299), who imports the Steyr 
product line, can provide you with an essen¬ 
tial spare parts kit for the AUG. It consists 


of a firing pin; extractor, retaining pin and 
spring; locking piece; bolt spring and 
sleeve; three gas valve rings; and some 
assorted springs and pins. 

Use 30-round magazines. The 42-round 
magazines look more menacing, but the 
rifle will “monopod” on them when you 
assume the prone position. These large- 
capacity magazines were designed for the 
rather unsuccessful SAW version of the 
AUG. Also, in my opinion, there is 
absolutely no requirement for selective-fire 
capability on a tactical carbine applied to 
law-enforcement scenarios. At close 
ranges, with proper shot placement, the 
5.56x45mm round is quite effective and 
does not need any synergistic assistance. As 
it has less wound ballistics potential, a sub¬ 
machine gun chambered for the 9mm 
Parabellum cartridge should be deployed in 
the full-auto mode (at distances under 15 
yards) with a two-shot press on the trigger. 

Before deployment, the tactical carbine 
must be thoroughly tested for reliability 
with the intended duty ammo. Zero your 
AUG at 250 yards. This will provide a 50- 
yard intersect and at 100 yards the point of 
impact will only be 2 to 3 inches high. 

All of this will bring the Steyr AUG up 
to its maximum potential, which is quite 
high. The next step is providing the operator 
with high-speed, low-drag training of the 
type available at either Gunsite Training 
Center or Thunder Ranch. Remember, you 
will fight the way you train. But, that’s 
another story. ^ 


Only Hits Count 


Continued from page 37 


its lobby nearly deserted except for a “dis¬ 
interested” young couple (Mossad agents). 

Shiqaqi hadn’t booked a reservation, 
but the Hotel Diplomat was not full and 
the rooms clerk gladly offered the “Libyan 
merchant” room number 616. He went 
upstairs, used the bathroom, made one 
phone call to his Maltese contact, then 
repacked his suitcase. 

Around 11:15 a.m., he went downstairs to 
the lobby and, without leaving his hotel key 
with reception, went on foot to the new 
Sleima shopping center. At Strand Street he 
entered the Marks and Spencer department 
store and at 12:30 purchased a man’s shirt for 
$42.00, under the scrutiny of four additional 
Mossad agents. He then strolled to the nearby 
Bernardi’s, where he purchased a white dress 
and black veil for 10.60 Maltese pounds and 
a second shirt for 4.9 pounds at 12.57 p.m. 

As he departed Bemardi’s at about 1:00, 
his shadows radioed their position to the 
command and control base and word that 
Shiqaqi had likely decided to return to his 
hotel. The shooter was sent ahead to wait. 

As Shiqaqi approached, the young man 
with Asian features walked toward him. 

Getaway And Aftermath 

With the assassin on the back, the driver 


of the motor scooter tore from the alley, 
gunned it, and buzzed through traffic, fol¬ 
lowed by the swerving trail car of Mossad 
security men. They stashed the motorbike 
under the St. Pious Bridge, changed 
clothes, and within three minutes were 
aboard the swift boat en route to Sicily. 

Other than murky eyewitness 
accounts, there were no clues. Investiga¬ 
tors discovered no cartridges nor any fin¬ 
gerprints on the recovered motor scooter. 
At that point, authorities simply informed 
the Libyan embassy that one of its citi¬ 
zens, “Ibrahim al-Shawish,” had been 
gunned down. 

It wasn’t until Saturday, 28 October, 
that state-owned Israeli National 
Television suggested that the “Libyan 
merchant” mysteriously killed in Malta 
was the notorious leader of Islamic Jihad. 

Within hours of the hit, the assassins 
were on board a plane winging eastward 
toward Israel. Other elements of the 
Mossad team departed Malta that evening 
leaving a small team of “cleaners” to san¬ 
itize any final remnants of the team’s pres¬ 
ence. Within 24 hours every member of 
the operation was back in Israel. 

Islamic Jihad vowed revenge for the 
death of their slain leader and have made 
good on their threats, including a suicide 
bombing in Tel Aviv in March 1996, that 
killed 13. 

Despite the reprisal attacks, a senior 
Israeli intelligence officer later justified 
the hit and claimed it was well worth any 
blowback that occurred. He maintains that 
Shiqaqi was an exceptional, one-of-a- 
kind, adversary: “He was an enemy we 
had to reckon with and after him Islamic 
Jihad will never be the same.” 

He adds, “I wish we could have 
achieved the same impact by assassinating 
a top Hamas leader.” Or, as Alex Fishman, 
an Israeli journalist, put it: “The brain is 
gone.” 

The Shiqaqi hit was widely supported 
by Israelis. Even Galia Golan of “Peace 
Now,” one of Israel’s leading doves, said 
that she was “very happy to be rid of a 
man who supported such terrible acts.” 

In the final analysis, a former Shin Bet 
deputy director observed in a published 
interview that appeared in the Hebrew lan¬ 
guage newspaper, Halaretz , “In war you 
have to behave as if you are at war and hit 
back. Terrorism is war.” 

NEIL C. LIVINGSTONE is a frequent 
contributor to SOF and a well-known 
Washington-based author, speaker, and 
media commentator on terrorism and 
other national security issues. He has 
written nine books and runs a crisis man¬ 
agement company. He and David Halevy 
collaborated on the 1990 best-seller, 
Inside the PLO, published by Morrow. 

DAVID HALEVY lives in Israel, where 
he writes and pursues a number of busi¬ 
ness interests. For 19 years, Halevy was 
Time magazine’s chief correspondent in 
the Middle East. ^ 
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Russia's Secret Rifle 


The Automatic Knife Resource Guide and Newsletter 


Continued from page 55 


Resources for ALL automatic knives! 
Rare and scarce antiques! 

• AmericanUtalian! German! 

• High-tech production models! 

• Exotic handcrafted customs! 


• A MUST for ALL switchblade fans! 

• Packed with FERST-CLASS photos' 

• Maintenance & repair tips! £ 

• Free classified ads! 

• The LATEST trends! 

• Informative articles and features!^ 


standard (600 rpm) rate, the interrupter 
interacts with the second shoulder of the 
trigger plate which enables the rate to slow¬ 
down. At the beginning of return motion of 
the bolt carrier, the hammer is retained by 
the sear in its rear position. So, before the 
hammer is released, the firing unit com¬ 
pletes its travel rearward, rebounds from the 
buffer and begins to move forward. All 
these operations take extra time — the phe¬ 
nomenon that is called among designers 
“the time of exposition” or “dwell time.” 

The greater the time of exposition dwell 
time, the slower the rate of fire. If at this 
instance the trigger is released, the trigger 
plate comes into its initial elevated position 
and disengages from the interrupter. 

Both the sear and the interrupter resume 
their initial position. The hammer is 
retained by the sear. Fire ceases. To resume 
firing, the trigger is pulled. The whole cycle 
is repeated (i.e., two shots are fired in a high 
rate mode while other successive rounds are 
fired in a standard low rate). A noticeable 
interval between the end of the second shot 
and the beginning of the third one allows 
the operator to easily interrupt the fire by 
releasing the trigger. If the situation requires 
longer bursts, the operator can vary from 
the high rate fire to standard by a more 
lengthy pull on the trigger. 

To fire two-round bursts, the selector 
should be placed in the “2” position. The 
safety is at the “O” mark. The rifle being 
loaded and the trigger depressed, the trigger 
plate comes into contact with the interrupter 
to turn the sear and to release the hammer. 
The hammer, free from the sear, comes off 
and the round is fired. The cycle of reload¬ 
ing, firing and interaction of mechanisms 
during the recoil cycle are similar to the 
operations in the high-rate phase of the vari¬ 
able full-auto mode. 

The hammer is retained in a cocked 
position. The fire is ceased. To resume fir¬ 
ing, first release the trigger. At this moment 
the trigger plate and the interrupter come 
into their initial position. The trigger is 
pulled again, the hammer comes off to hit 
the firing pin, and the weapon commences 
the next two-round burst. 

For semi-automatic fire, the selector 
should be located in the odinochniy (single) 
position. The rifle being loaded and the 
hammer cocked, pull the trigger. The ham¬ 
mer comes off to hit the firing pin. The 
round is fired. Reloading is accomplished as 
in the full-auto mode. The hammer, howev¬ 
er, will be retained by the sear. The inter¬ 
rupter rests in its initial position. 

The buffer spring sends the firing unit 
into its front position. To deliver the next 
shot, the trigger should be released and 
depressed. As soon as the trigger is released 
the whole mechanism stays ready to fire. 
Reloading is similar to the operations in a 
variable full-auto mode. ^ 
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TO ORDER YOURS,'send $10. for a single issue or $30. 

[$38. Foreign] for a one-year (4 issue) subscription to: 

H^PCSll THE NEWSLETTER 

—•- 2269 Chestnut St,Suite 21 Z-j 1 

For 24hr. information call: 415-664-2105 San Francisco, CA 94123. USA 


SAFTA: NAVY SEAL FIGHTING SYSTEM 

New Navy SEAL Video Featuring Lew Hicks 


Fear No Man! Protect yourself in any situa- HHMj 

tion using the fighting system created by the ^ ^ 

Navy SEALS’ top hand-to-hand expert. Un- yigMj* "f ^ ^ 
satisfied with Black Belts he holds in Okina- - : 

wan Shorin-Ryu, Aikido, Kung Fu-San Soo, 

and his mastery of Free style and Greco- .gBLm iBP \ 

Roman wrestling, Lew Hicks created for his 

Navy SEAL Teammates, SAFTA - Scientific- A^ HHk 

ally Applied Force Training of America. Learn how to command total control 
using the fighting skills developed for the world’s most elite commando force. 
“SAFTA: Navy SEAL Fighting System” features step by step instruction 
using fifty action-filled training lesions. Lew Hicks demonstrates over 150 
SAFTA movement^^at^ey^op the physical skills and “Affirmative 
Mindset” needed to dominie ai^ limited to the Navy 

SEALs’ secret training areas, this proven system has been filmed for the first 
time. Take an inside look as Navy SEALs train “full contact” using SAFTA, 
the unbeatable scientific approach X% dynamic physical control. 

• Discover how special SEAL skills and scientific principles combine to 
make SAFTA the most efitedtiyf fighting system. 

• See the Navy SEALs’ premief unarmed tactics instructor expose the 
mysticism and false promises that surround all other fighting systems. 

• Train with the Navy SEALs’ best. Learn the “Weapons of the Body” 

t Indexing” and “The Three Musts”. 

t m ^ ss chance - SAFTA is the 
A real thing! Meditation and psychology 
won’t dispel the fear of being attacked. 

* mT jP body responds when the skeletal struc- 

iCjljL ture is manipulated. This film is guar- 
** anteed to arm you with this knowledge. 

Fear No Man! Two Hours VHS Only $79.95 + S&H 

Endorsed by top SEAL Commanders & Elite Law Enforcement Tactical Units 

Add $3.00 S&H. FL residents add 6% tax. Send check or MO to; LOTI GROUP 
15720 Sunset Drive Suite 305 Miami, FL 33193 (305) 386-1154 

Tape sales benefit UDT SEAL Museum. 
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BOOKS FOR ANY SITUATION 


Delta Press offers these 
books morel 


All members of the GOE sport the black 
beret. (The maroon beret is reserved for the 
Airborne Battalion). CFE units, with the 
exception of the CEAT, are issued M4 car¬ 
bines, M16 rifles, and M249 squad auto¬ 
matic weapons. 

Tough Prospects 

Two constraints — soldiers’ short 
enlistments and a relatively small pool of 
candidates capable of learning sophisticat¬ 
ed tasks — requires that the Salvadoran 
army always keep logistics and training as 
simple as possible. 

Much of the army’s equipment, acquired 
during the war, is wearing out from pro¬ 
longed use. Not only are replacements 
urgently needed, but the entire logistical 
system should be reevaluated and 
improved. 

The most formidable enemy of lasting 
peace in El Salvador is the hardcore, 
career criminal. He is very well armed. 
The abundance of weapons in criminal 
hands is illustrated by the result of one 
raid, in 1995, by a PNC/army task force. 
The seized criminal arsenal included 11 
assault rifles (among them M16s and AK- 
47s), one .30-caliber Ml carbine, three 
shotguns, 43 pistols, and 99 hand 
grenades. 

Clearly, where there is drug money, 
there are weapons. During the last five 
years, the PNC has confiscated cocaine with 
a total street value of approximately $3.5 
billion. El Salvador has become a storage 
and transshipment facility for the 
Colombian drug cartels, with local prices 
dropping from the abundance of the drug. 
With so much drug-related money afloat in 
a poor Central American nation, it is not 
surprising that criminals have bribed 
judges, district attorneys, and police. 

Another detrimental factor in the war on 
crime: the copying of U.S. criminal laws for 
implementation here. 

El Salvador has no common history 
with the United States; the cultures are 
miles apart. Nevertheless, entire U.S. 
codes, regulations, and laws have been 
copied and passed for adoption by the 
Salvadoran government — under pres¬ 
sure from Washington. For example, El 
Salvador’s Juvenile Code is one of those 
based on a U.S. counterpart: It recently 
was enacted to deal with youth crime 
gangs — as if the U.S. laws have been 
successful in reducing that scourge there. 

Indeed, the road to true peace in El 
Salvador remains long and rough. 
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reference books on Knife Fighting. Basic, Advanced & 
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bookl soft-cover, 342 pages C-9283,..... 549.05 

BUY THIS BOOK, GET ANY ONE FROM BELOWfifcllfJi 


MILITARY KNIFE FIGHTING 

- Robert Spear has filled this 

book with easy-to-do, but 
effective training for 
military, police & civilian 
knife fighting techniques. 
This Is a handy guide for all 
interested. 5.5'x 8.5* 

softover, 126 pages 
.$14.95 

PRISON'S BLOODY IRON 

- Here's a book written by 
two guys who know about 
prison & knife fighting. 
Unarmed defenses, creep 
and stick, & all other vital 
elements for using a 
"Blade*. 5.5'x 8.5' softover, 
119 pages 

...$13.95 

UNARMED AGAINST THE 
KNIFE - Devastating self- 
defense techniques for the 
unarmed target of a knife 
attacker. Simple lifesaving 
moves taught by Oscar 
Dlaz-Cobo, chief instructor 
of United States Meta 
Combat. 5,5‘x 8.5" softover, 
78 pages 

...$14.95 


THE SICILIAN BLADE 

- Vito Quattrocchl presents 
a total & practical program 
on the deadliest and most 
traditional methods of knife 
fighting. This method, 
virtually unknown In the 
U.S,, is the best adapted 
form of knife fighting for 
street survival. 5.5‘x 8.5* 
softover, 86 pages 
.$13.95 
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techniques in the real 

prepare you for any 
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San Francisco, Calif., resident and SOF 
contributor Julio A. Montes was bom in El 
Salvador. He also is a correspondent for 
Spain*s Defensa magazine and a contribu¬ 
tor to the Jane’s Information Group. ^ 
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PERSPECTIVE 


• Tha ^INTENSITY 

QnJkBATTLEFIELD 

De pends On Your jk 


Get a new perspective on the world of small arms 
with SMALL ARMS WORLD REPORT 

—the journal from the INSTITUTE FOR RESEARCH 
ON SMALL ARMS IN INTERNATIONAL SECURITY 

Write for more information or send US $5 
(refundable with membership) for sample 
copy of SMALL ARMS WORLD REPORT to:^ 

IRSAIS 

6320 Olde Towne Ct., Dept. A 
Alexandria, VA 22307 
(703) 765-9771 
FAX: (703) 765-9773 

IRSAIS accepts American Express 
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can show the presence 
of remote extension drawn 
loops preferred by Local^ 
State, and Federal 2 
and 3 letter Government 
Agencies as well as Telco 
Security and computer 
hackers wiretapping vour 
phone at the telephone 
company's central 
exchange. The 
COMSEC C 3 I is the only 
known device that can detect 
legal as well as illegal 


wiretapping anywhere on the local 
telephone line - including at the 
^telephone company's 
central exchange, 
frhe COMSEC C 3 I 
IPMOj can protect your 
telephones, computer, 
and fax telecommunications 
continuously. 
Made in the USA. 
The COMSEC C 3 I is intended for 
export use only or as telephone test 
equipment. Installs in 
seconds with standard modular 
connections. 


Certain jurisdictions, may presently or in the future restrict or prohibit 
the use of some equipment contained herein and the purchaser is 
responsible for observing all local, state, and federal statutes and 
regulations where applicable. 

The price of the COMSEC C 3 I L? $475.00 + $25.00 for 2 day shipping or 
SSOAO fornext day air, Florida residents add 6% sales tax . Money Orders 
and checks accepted y checks must clear before shipping. Payable to: 
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Rough Riders Ride Again 


Continued from page 47 


bayous north of Houston to the rolling hills 
of Bandera, were scouted as likely substi¬ 
tutes for wartime Cuba. Wanek studied 
original photos and research to duplicate the 
Spanish trenches and blockhouses on San 
Juan and Kettle Hills. But the beautiful city 
of San Antonio, where the real Rough 
Riders did their hurried basic training, 
would “portray” itself. 

Emmy Award-winning costume designer 
Michael Boyd has made a specialty of 
researching and creating period military 
uniforms for films. As a long-time historical 
reenactor hobbyist himself, Boyd was more 
than enthusiastic about recreating the uni¬ 
forms from one of his favorite military eras. 
The genuine Rough Riders were issued 
brown canvas stable pants and coats that 
Boyd duplicated to exact specifications. 

Chief property master Curtis Akin and 
armorer and assistant prop man Kelly 
Farrah found themselves rounding up 
authentic arms and ammunition wherever 
they could find them. Model 1896 Krag- 
Jorgenson carbines came from the famous 
Stembridge Gun Rentals in Glendale, 
California. 

Director Milius is a respected gun col¬ 
lector and avid shooter so SOP on a Milius 
set is that the weapons be correct. 

There were 50-some 1898-era Spanish 
7mm Mausers purchased outright to add 
authenticity to the considerable arsenal of 
the opposing Spanish troops. 

A second well-known prop house, Ellis 
Mercantile, came up with a group of Model 
95 Winchester carbines for several officers 
to carry, including Sam Elliott’s tough-as- 
timber “Captain Bucky O’Neil.” But the two 
most unique personal weapons on The 
Rough Riders ’ set would be Roosevelt’s 
Model 1895 Winchester rifle, direct from 
Milius’ collection, and the duplication of 
Roosevelt’s silver-engraved and ivory 
gripped SAA Colt .45. 

Milius grins and admits to a little dra¬ 
matic license, well-aware that Roosevelt 
actually used a Naval issue .38 Colt 
retrieved from the wreckage of the battle¬ 
ship Maine. 

BANG-fest by Tiffany 

Historical adviser and reenactor coordi¬ 
nator Riley Flynn was an irreplaceable 
member of Milius’ production team. ‘T 
couldn’t have done this picture without 
Riley and his people,” said a grateful 
Milius. It was up to Flynn to gather the 
almost 500 historical reenactors. 

These Civil War and Indian War hob¬ 
byists from around the country traded 
their light-blue kersy trousers for Rough 
Rider-brown canvas and, where applica¬ 
ble, provided proper shoes, pistols, can¬ 
teens, haversacks and other such accou¬ 
trements. Riley Flynn made sure that 
Milius had the people and equipment in 
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the background to make this film accurate, 
including a contingent of the famous 
Buffalo Soldiers of the all-black enlisted 
10th Cavalry. 

A troop of The Rough Riders’ 10th 
Cavalry was shown under the command of 
Lt. John J. Pershing, authoritatively played 
by former Shelby County, Tennessee, 
Sheriff-turned-actor (The Rock), Marshal 
Teague. 

Dale Dye, Captain, USMC (Ret.), and a 
former Managing Editor of SOF, is well- 
known in filmmaking circles since 1986 
when he trained the actor “troops” for the 
Academy award-winning Platoon. 

It was Dye’s task to train the core group 
of The Rough Riders’ G troop, including the 
major actors portraying ‘Teddy’s Terrors”: 
Brad Johnson of Flight of the Intruder, 
Chris Noth formerly of TV’s Law and 
Order, Francesco Quinn and Mark Moses of 
Platoon, Buck Taylor of Tombstone , and 
Geoffrey Lewis of The Wind and the Lion, 
were just a few of those who put themselves 
under Dye’s demanding and highly capable 
command for eight rugged days of exten¬ 
sive training, the results of which were 
lauded at length by Milius. 

By the time major battle scenes com¬ 
menced filming in Conroe and Bandera, the 
filmmakers found themselves running and 
gunning — at warp speed. Five-in-one 
movie blanks and other specialized blank 
loads were being blown-off at an alarming 
rate; especially those rounds used in the 
Colt ’95 Machine Guns. 

Besides the Colts, there are gatling guns, 
two breech-loading Krupp field pieces, 
altered French 75s, a mountain howitzer 
and the piece de resistance — a vintage 
Hotchkiss revolving cannon. 

Sam Elliott sums up the heartfelt emotions 
which jelled among the cast and crew for this 
ambitious project. “I’ve wanted to work with 
John Milius for 20 years. I feel very fortunate 
to be included in this film. It takes us back to 
a time when everyone was proud to be an 
American and to go off to battle.” 

For Milius, it was a celluloid realization 
of beloved subject matter that his father had 
first instilled. “My father was in World War 
One, but he always told me stories about 
Teddy and the Rough Riders instead.” 

Well-into The Wind and the Lion, an 
American admiral dispatched to Morocco, 
assails the local U.S. Consul over his cau¬ 
tious reactions to the kidnapping of a 
American woman by local brigands. “May I 
remind you. Sir, that I was at Santiago Bay 
while this president was running up San 
Juan Hill. We’ll have to do better then just 
make it look good.” 

John Milius, Tom Berenger, Sam Elliott, 
Brad Johnson, Larry Levinson and the 
entire cast and crew of The Rough Riders 
have generated a project that far exceeds 
“looking good.” They have likely created a 
classic war film. 

Dan Gagliasso is an LA-based screen¬ 
writer with three produced screenplays to 
his credit, including ’Nam Angels. ^ 
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SouthOrd Electric Picks 



The best single tool for most pin tumbler locks • Opens many locks in seconds 
High quality aluminum construction • Used by locksmiths worldwide 


E100C (3 volt). $ 99.95 

E100HO (4.5 volt). $129.95 



PXS-14 PXS-17 


Stamped directly from high quality Swedish spring steel. Each set comes in a top grain 
leather case. Each set includes an assortment of picks, rakes, and tension wrenches. 

PXS-14. $29.95 

PXS-17. $44.95 

PBB-08 .... $12.95 


SouthOrd | 
Brass Knuckles 



Fully machined and polished 
SIMPLY THE BEST 

KNB-01 .. $13.50 

KNB-02 (pair) ...... $24.50 

KNA-01 (aluminum) . $ 8.50 

Sold as Novelty Paperweight Only 

Sap Gloves 



Six ounces of powdered lead 
sewn into the knuckles of each 
glove. Discreetly effective. 


D-100 (deerskin) . $69.95 pr. 

D-50 (cowhide).. $39.95 pr. 


Add $4.50 for shipping and insurance VISA MC AMEX OPTIMA CHECK MONEY ORDER 
The Southern Ordnance Catalog, filled with lockpicking tools, books and videos, transmitters, automatic 
knives, stun devices, leather strikers, and much more, only $5.00 (FREE WITH ANY ORDER) 

MUST BE 18 OR OLDER TO ORDER CHECK STATE AND LOCAL. LAWS 

By placing an order for lockpicks, the buyer asserts to be a bonofide member of the tocksmithing trade. 



(941) 638-2499 (941) 638-2486 Fax 


Your Source for Everything Automatic 

Machine Gun News 

Subscribe to Machine Gun News and you'll find 
informative articles on machine guns, as well as 
articles on short-barreled firearms, any other 
weapons, suppressors and destructive devices. 
Every month Machine Gun News offers a unique 
blend of history, how-to's, performance reviews, 
tips and tricks for functioning problems, sources 
for hard-to find firearms, and more. Whether it's 
differences in parts or filling out the red tape, Ma¬ 
chine Gun News shows you how to find solutions. 

Machine Gun News is a unique firearms mag¬ 
azine that never runs out of ammo. 

Special Offer 
The subscription price is $39.95 but, for a limited time you can have a full 
year’s subscription, 12 issues, for only $34.95. Don’t wait. Call (501) 525-7514 
or mail the coupon below now! 


□ Yes! Start my subscription to Machine Gun News. I'll receive 12 information-packed issues for only 
$34.95! (Offer good in U.S.A. only. Foreign subscribers send for rates.) 

Name __ 

Address _ 

City _ State _Zip_ 

Please check one: □ Mastercard □ VISA □ Discover □ AmEx □ Check/Money Order Enclosed 

Credit Card # _ Exp. Date _ 

Send to: Machine Gun News, PO Box 20459 Dept SOF7, Hot Springs, AR 71903. 

To Subscribe, Call 1-501-525-7514 Today. FAX 7519 
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Don’t Be Road Kill 
On The Information 
SUPERHIGHWA Y! 



Qweb™ 

For as little as $20, your ad can run 
on the OMEGA GROUP • 
SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Internet 
site. There’s no site on the web like 
it. Need to get the word out on your 
own Website or Internet address? For 
only $25/month, list your URL + 10 
words in our new “WEBSITES” 
section in the Soldier of Fortune 
Classifieds. $20 more lists it on our 
site. E-mail your ad to: advert 
@sofmag.com for $10 off. 

✓ it out: www.sofmagxom 


The Blame Game 


Continued from page 33 


Marine Bobby Dickson contacted her sena¬ 
tor, Richard C. Shelby of Alabama, and 
asked for help. 

“She was not notified of any circum¬ 
stances surrounding her son’s death,” says 
Laura Cox, Sen. Shelby’s press secretary. 
“That’s how we became involved.” 

Congress Intervenes 

In early 1996, the Senate Select 
Committee on Intelligence, of which Shelby 
was a member, held hearings into the mat¬ 
ter. Most were closed, and the public was no 
closer to hearing the truth than before. 
Shelby ordered the CIA and the departments 
of State, Justice, and Defense to investigate 
the matter and report back — in writing — 
by year’s end. 

None of this came easily. “There was a 
huge dispute when we released the docu¬ 
ments from the State Department,” says 
Cox. “There were parts of the report that 
they objected to releasing.” This was not 
surprising, considering that the reports 
could make them look bad. 

But in September of last year, Inspector 
General’s reports from the four agencies 
were in Shelby’s hands — the first detailed 
information made public since the investi¬ 
gation into the murders began more than a 
decade ago. None of the reports is com¬ 
pletely available to the public. “There are 
parts of these reports that are classified and 
probably always will be,” Cox says. 

Not surprisingly, the agencies were not 
too hard on themselves. 

The Justice Department, which is clear¬ 
ly the cleanest in this case, concluded that 
the “parole request for Andrade was mis¬ 
handled by many people” — though it 
stopped short of assigning specific blame. 
Further, Justice officials stand by their 
belief that Andrade was involved in the 
Zona Rosa massacre, even if they couldn’t 
make it stick in court. According to the 
report, “Significant intelligence, as opposed 
to admissible evidence, implicated Andrade 
in the attack.” 

The State Department only found “a fail¬ 
ure to exercise reasonable judgment” and 
concluded that the embassy’s legal officer, 
Chidester, sent “a misleading, if not erro¬ 
neous statement” to the Justice Department 
regarding Andrade’s parole. But the report 
does not condemn Chidester, saying only 
that “the parole gave the appearance that 
[he] may have tried to deliberately engineer 
the request in such a way as to avoid review 
by those who opposed it.” 

The State Department’s report does 
blame the CIA, which it said “knew of the 
Assistant U.S. Attorney’s concerns but did 
not share that information with the State 
Department.” Apparently State’s inspector 
general did not connect Chidester’s “mis¬ 
leading” statements with the Justice 
Department’s ignorance of the parole. 


70 


The CIA found that it had done nothing 
wrong, concluding that it had “coordinated 
fully with other appropriate agencies” and 
that “the degree of Andrade’s culpability in 
the Zona Rosa attack was a key element in 
many of the CIA’s decisions.” The Agency 
placed the onus for the parole on the State 
Department, observing that its El Salvador 
station regarded that issue as “the responsi¬ 
bility of the Embassy.” The bottom line, 
said the report, was that “no evidence has 
been found to indicate that the Station 
played any role in, nor was consulted in 
advance concerning, the parole request for 
Andrade in March 1990.” 

Considering the evidence available, these 
are stunning conclusions. In fact, the findings 
of each agency, when read in isolation from 
the reports themselves, paint a very different 
picture than the details given in them as a 
whole. Clearly, this is not what Sen. Shelby 
intended when he ordered the investigation, 
though his press secretary, Cox, admits it is 
all a step in the right direction. 

“We are pleased that we have made 
some progress,” she says, “but Sen. Shelby 
certainly has not given up. I think we are 
still as concerned about the role our govern¬ 
ment played as we are about making the 
peipetrators pay.” 

So Andrade waits in a New Jersey jail 
cell until an appeals court hears his case. 
Despite his denials, it seems clear that he 
was involved at some level in the Zona Rosa 
massacre. But his guilt and the immigration 
trial cannot mask the sordid process that 
temporarily allowed Andrade freedom and a 
good life in the United States in exchange 
for information given to the CIA. This is an 
old story in the intelligence business, and the 
Agency has had more than its share of prob¬ 
lems with seedy characters over the years. 
There is, however, a certain irony in this par¬ 
ticular case: Instead of the usual right-wing 
human-rights abusers the CIA dredges up, 
this time its source came from the other side 
of the political spectrum in the person of a 
former left-wing guerrilla. 

On the other hand, intelligence-gather¬ 
ing is what the CIA does, and convincing 
people to sell out comrade and country is 
one way that job gets done. “The bottom 
line is that the CIA made a bargain with 
Andrade, and along with the State 
Department, approved of paying him and 
allowing him to enter the country,” 
observes a former Agency official. “What 
signal will this case send to others who 
might help the CIA?” 

Of course, the families of the Zona Rosa 
victims are not interested in this reasoning. 

“It was so outrageous that Andrade 
was brought here with CIA dollars,” 
Andrew Whitt, the brother-in-law of slain 
Marine Patrick Kwiatkowski, said in an 
interview with The New York Times. “And 
it was unimaginable that he would be 
allowed to stay.” 

Virginia resident Dale Andrade is a 
regular contributor to SOF and a SpecOps 
historian. ^ 
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I Was There 


Continued from page 18 


Susan. He lives there today on a small ranch. 

One of his bodyguards, allegedly a Shan 
prince (hey, it worked for the boss, it might 
work for me), later showed up at our editori¬ 
al offices in Boulder. The Prince regaled us 
with tales of counter-revolutionary activities 
against Hoxa’s minions, and of blasting a 
rocket, for reasons we never did understand, 
into a Parisian gendarmerie . He was travel¬ 
ing under a “Kingdom of Albania” passport. 
King Zog, when he fled Albania in advance 
of the Fascists (I would have fled Albania 
even if the Italians were not closing in), had 
the foresight to take with him the plates for 
Albanian passports, and for the next 40 years 
Leka and his supporters traveled world-wide 
on these documents. The Shan prince had a 
passport 3/4-inch thick — he simply put in 
more papers when he ran out of space! 

At several points in the Cold War, King 
Leka I received passionate support from 
such officials as Senator Jesse Helms, who 
more than once wrote into the 
Congressional Record his thoughts that we 
should lend more active support to Leka as 
an alternative to Hoxa’s dictatorial commu¬ 
nist regime. Indeed, during the 1950s, U.S. 
and Brit spook agencies attempted to return 
Leka to power via a clandestine operation 
launched from Italy, but double-agent Kim 
Philby thwarted the plot by alerting the 
Soviets, then allies of Hoxa. 

After the fall of the Hoxa regime, and 
several trips by Leka to his homeland, the 
current [and ragingly unpopular] Albanian 
President Sali Berisha has agreed to Leka’s 
request for a popular referendum on re¬ 
establishing the monarchy. Well, why not? It 
might distract the folks from their disastrous 
losses in state-sanctioned pyramid schemes. 

Leka diplomatically proclaims himself 
H.M. King Leka I of the Albanians , not of 
Albania, and as we go to press, Leka is in 
Albania building support for a constitutional 
monarchy, and stumping for “peace and 
unity” — two commodities that are in short 
supply in Albania, but ones which could be 
self-generated. A State Department contact 
told me “the official line is that he would not 
have a snowball’s chance in hell, [but] I 
wouldn’t count him out. His party did well in 
the north in the last election. I don’t know ... 
could be interesting. Don’t count him out.” 

In the meantime, Leka has an Albanian- 
American dentist from New Jersey, Dr. Guri 
Duroliani, running his campaign to re-estab¬ 
lish the monarchy with himself as King. His 
reception among Albanians has varied from 
cool to tumultuously enthusiastic. The pre¬ 
sent regime has virtually no trust nor control. 

And consider that Leka comes from a sur¬ 
vivorship gene pool, as he is a ninth cousin of 
former President Richard Nixon. 

Compared to some of the locals we met 
on our recent journalistic trek to Albania, 
King Leka was a fine fellow indeed. We 
wish H. M. King Leka I well. ^ 
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MicroRecorder, 4hr. Voice Activated: $150.00 +$7 shipping 
Programmable Scanner: $150.00 +$7 shipping 

For comprehensive 50 page catalog of Micro 
Video, Telephone Surveillance Devices, Long 
Play Recorders, Surveillance and Counter- 
Surveillance and much more send $3.00. 
For more information call 407-725-1000. 

U5I CORF 

P.0. Box SF2052 • Melbourne, FL 32902 
COD’S OK 






' .’ Vr /SV 


• Get Your Reservations 
In Early 

• Limited To 
Only 235 Competitors 

• Don’t Miss the 
Opportunity To Compete 
With Some Of The Best 
Shooters in the World 

For Match Information/ Applications Contact 

Michael Horne 

4128 Abbott Drive • Bakersfield, CA 93312 i 

Enclose a Self-Addressed Stamped Envelope 
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1997 ADVERTISING MJMUHES 

[ISSUE AD DEADLINE ON 5ALE DATE 

November 25 JULY 97 30 SEPT 97 

December 29 AUGUST 97 4 NOV 97 

C/ass/Wed flafes and Policies now located on page 80! 

On-line: www.sofmag.com/mediaklt.html 


T FS BOOK COMPANY 
RO. BOX 417457, DEPT SF 
SACRAMENTO, CA 95841-7457 
Free Shipping! Fast Service! 

How to Gel Anyltiing on Anybody,..,,....$30 

The Whole Spy Catalog, 443 pages.,..$45 

Divorce Tactics for Men,,.-„,„ Pri ,- r „, ri $20 

The Anarch Isl Cookbook .$3£) 

Get Even: Complete Book of Dirty Tiicks$£0 
Homemade Guns & Homemade Ammo,..$t5 
Tbs Poor Man's James Bond #1, or #2.... $30 
Radnor's Book of Homemade Weapons.. $25 
Privacy! How to Get Ft How to Enjoy It.... $18 
Ask Me No Questions, HI Tel l You No Lies..$17 
How to Avoid a Drunk Driving Conviction.. $15 

Sc n ets of a Super Hacker. ....$20 

Check Fraud investigation.....,....$17 

Counterfoil I.D. Made Easy,..... $16 

The 211 Book P .,.$17 Drug Testing- At Work..$17 
Never Say Lie,-,. $20 Armed Defense.... $17 
The Rip-off Book...Sl5 New ID In America...$17 
The Outlaw's BibJe...$2D-The Paper Trip,. $17 
Reborn in The U.5.A..$1S I.D. By Mail....$20 
d itch lnd Your Debts--, $i 5 Free Space... $i 5 

Howto Buy Land Cheap,...,...$15 

WE SPECIALIZE IN DRUG EDUCATION BOOKS 

AfAJYY CENSORED TITLES WE CANT LIST! 

FAX 1 -916-771-4201 FS Catalog.$2 

Adults Only!! CA Res. Add 7.75% 
Air Mall Delivery (USA) Add $3 Per Book. 
All Orders Are Shipped In A Plain Package. 
Add A $3 Pro. Fee On Credit Card Orders. 
CFedit Card Orders 1-800-635-8883 
Customer Service 1-916-771-4203 
24.000 Titles www.fsbookco.com 

SERVING YOU SINCE 1985 


BOOKS & PUBLICATIONS 


OWEB™ MEN OF ACTION AND ADVENTURE - 

Paladin Press has been described as 'the most 
dangerous press in America." Millions of satisfied 
readers disagree. Outrageous and controversial 
books and videos on firearms, exotic weaponry, 
new identity, creative revenge, espionage and 
investigation, privacy, action careers, and more! 
Our 72-page catalog describing over 750 titles is 
$2.00. PALADIN PRESS, Box 1307-7GST, Boulder, 
CO 80306, 1-800-392-2400. E-mail: 

pala@rmii.com. Web site: www.paladin-press.com 

RUSSIAN BENCH PRESS PROGRAM Steroid 
like results! DROP AND GIVE ME 100 PUSHUPS! 
State of the art program from man who trained 
NASA astronauts. Send $5 per course to AFS, 
POB 65472-SF8, St. Paul, MN 55165 


FBESBCM COUNTRY 



20 big acres in WESTERN MONTANA, starting at 
$19,950.00. Trout fishing, backpacking, camping, Elk, 
deer, moose, bear. ADJACENT to National Forest, near 
established towns. Yellowstone and Glacier National Parks 
nearby. GUARANTEED ACCESS, INSURED TITLE, 
WARRANTY DEED. FREE color brochure, photos, maps. 
FULL MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE 
“Video Available” 

CALL TOLL-FREE 1-800-592-5990 
TREASURE STATE RANCHES 

210 Milwaukee Street, Dept. S 
Deer Lodge, Montana 59722 — (406) 846-1000 


REGIMENTAL INSIGNIA & WEAPONRY 
•SAS -RRF BLACK UJATCH 
PARA -RM CAMERONS 
RSDG *RN -GUARDS etc. 



45-Page Illustrated Import Catalog $6.00 

BRITISH REGALIA IMPORTS 

Deportment-6 

P.O. Box 37 • Palm Harbor, FL 34683 


PONDEROSA PRODUCTS 


• MRE’S (Meals Ready to Eat) with heaters 

• $55/12 assorted $53/12 (10 cases or more) 

• MRE Entrees (Assorted) $125/72 
MRE Heaters $10/12 $150/288 

■ USGI Camo Kevlar Ballistic Vests 

• (Medium $150, Large $200, Ext. Lg. $250) 

• CHEMLIGHTS (Red/green/yellow) $15/10 

• USGI InL cold sleeping bag (new) $120 

• USGI collapsible water bucket $15 

• USGI Entrenching tool (new) $25 

Free shipping (USA) 25 page Catalog $1 
PONDEROSA SPORTS & MERCANTILE 
6854 Highway 55 (208-793-3121) 
Horseshoe Bend, Idaho 83629 


✓ SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Magazine Binder. 
Holds 12 issues, $12.00 plus $4.00 P&H. VISA/MC 
accepted. No CODs. SOF BINDER, PO Box 693, 
Boulder, CO 80306. 

WHO KILLED KENNEDY? Assassination research 
materials; Videocassettes, photographs, books, 
unpublished manuscripts. Catalogue: $3.00. COL¬ 
LECTOR’S ARCHIVES; Box 2, Beaconsfield, 
Quebec. H9W 5T6 (Canada). 

✓ MILITARY/INFO PUBLISHING. Twenty unique 
books on Military Science and 1200+ manuals. 
Catalog $5.00: Military/Info, P.O. Box 27640-SF, 
Golden Valley, MN 55427 

Qweb™ SOLDIER OF FORTUNE RUSSIA! 

Collectors item, published in Moscow. Various 
months. Invaluable resource for researchers, mili¬ 
tary and intelligence professionals. Printed in 
Russian only. $5.00 each/3 for $12. Overseas, add 
$10 for Priority Mail. SOF Back Issues, 5735 
Arapahoe Ave., Boulder, CO 80303-1340. 
Www.sofmag.com 

TRAVEL GUIDE FOR SINGLE MEN. Meet the 
beautiful women of Thailand, the Philippines, and 
Vietnam. Free catalog. 310-393-8596. 


ARMY BASIC TRAINING SKILLS 


ATTENTION RECRUITS: Advance Train ine can eive you 
"ihe edge” to SUCCEED and get PROMOTED! 

Free information! Request by mail: 

Training Skills #270 
12605 W. North Ave. 

Brookfield, WI 53008 
Request by phone: (414) 570-8529 



$$$-FUN-ADVENTURE-TRAVEL-$$$ 

STRIKE 

BREAKER 

The Last American 

MERCENARY 

WHAT WE DO AND HOW TO BECOME ONE 

MOSTCOMPETEBOOKOF 
INFORMATION EVER ASSEMBLED 
EXCITING TRUE STORIES FROM THE LINE 
##### PLUS ##### 

*COMPLETE LIST OF COMPANIES* 
STRIKE SECURITY 
PHOTOGRAPHY 
VIDEO SURVEILLANCE 
UNDERCOVER INVESTIGATION 
EXECUTIVE PROTECTION 
TAX-FREE INCOME 

Send $19.95 ppd TERRA BOOKS 

Check or MO to: 134 Jefferson St 

Brookville, PA 15825 


UNITED STATES SPECIAL FIELD FORCES 
Chartered, accredited. Fed. tax 
exempt. Seeks leaders as vol¬ 
unteer officers in hometown. 
25 & older, courageous and 
self-reliant. $5 brings informa¬ 
tion and Commission applica¬ 
tion. General Khan, Rt. 4 
Box 34, Branford. FL 32008 



✓ KNOWLEDGE IS POWER! The Feds have a 
file on youl Use the FOIA to get that file! Send $10 
for complete kit to: A.L. Rapier, 3647 Sunset Ave. 
#130, Rocky Mount, NC 27804. 

COMBATTRACKING & AMBUSH MANUAL! Now 

for the first time under one cover, a no-nonsense 
Instructor’s manual on locating and tracking the 
deadliest prey - man. Includes illustrations. Send 
$10.95 to: Hertlein Productions, 3424 Stover St., 
Fort Collins, CO 80525 

DRIVE ANY CAR - no money down and no credit 
check. GUARANTEED - mail to CARS, PO Box 
4650, Carlsbad, CA 92018-4650 

CORRESPONDENCE COURSES AND MILITARY 

MANUALS. Combat Skills, Weapons, Tactics, NBC, 
more. Catalog $5.00. IIPD/ACCP, Box 1237, 
Alpine, TX 79830 

ULTIMATE GUERRILLA HANDBOOK: “MANUAL 
FOR WAR.” Proven under fire! Only $11.95 post¬ 
paid. ATLI PRESS, Dept. SOF, PO Box 7768, 
Chicago, IL 60680-7768 

VIKING/TEUTONIC RELIGION alive and well! 
Send $4 for warrior spirituality booklet, $3 for mag¬ 
azine sample. A FA, PO Box 445, Nevada City, CA 
95959 
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Need NEW ID O 

CREDIT • PRIVACY • 


OUR BOOKS HELP YOU GET: New identity & credit. 
-Jobs in 48 hours. College degrees. ID by mail. 

■ Cash income. Private loans. Foreign passports. 
FREE 40 pg. PRIVACY CATALOG: 800-338-8484 
EDEN PRESS-Box 8410-HB-Fountain Valley. CA 92728 




BOUNTY HUNTER\ 
TRAINING | 
SCHOOLS I 


These different schools 
are scattered all over the 
entire U.S. For a com¬ 
plete listing, send $49.95 
to: Johnson & Bailey 
Productions, P.O. Box 
4545, Cary, NC 27511 



DRIVER'S LICENSE 


SDSPENDKU?] M 

-- y ■ 

LEARN HOW YOU CAN GET A LEGAL 
DRIVER'S LICENSE FAST AND EASY. 

NEW AND UNIQUE METHOD WORKS 
EVERYTIME REGARDLESS OF YOUR 
PAST RECORD. 100% GUARANTEED. 

FOR SOME VERY REVEALING INFORMATION' 

' QUALITY RESEARCH, DEPT. S8 
\ P.O. BOX 192. LINCOLN PARK,MICHIGAN 48146 


BECOME A PUBLISHED AUTHOR. 75-year tra¬ 
dition of quality book publishing, promotion, distri¬ 
bution, “Author’s Guide to Subsidy Book 
Publishing” 1-800-695-9599. 

■ Did this get your attention? It’s a “Dingbat.” So 
are ✓ and •. Add them to your SOF classified ad 
for $5/each. 


BUSINESS 

OPPORTUNITIES 


LET THE GOVERNMENT FINANCE your new or 
existing small business. Grants/loans to 
$800,000.00. Free recorded message: (707) 
449-8600. (KW5) 


COLLECTORS 


£2web™ military collectibles catalog 
1900 to present, lee-jackson militaria, 
P.O. Box 8663, San Jose, CA 95155. Call 408-295- 
1136 or fax 408-288-6350 (mailing charges: foreign 
$8.00, domestic $5.00) credit cards accepted, U. S. 
Militaria wanted! 

BRITISH/SCOTTISH MILITARIA COLLECTORS. 

Regimental insignia and accessories of elite 
Regiments; including SAS; Paratroops; Royal 
Marines; Black Watch; Guards, etc. 45-page illus¬ 
trated Import Catalog $6.00. BRITISH REGALIA 
IMPORTS, PO Box 37, Palm Harbor, FL 34683 

VIETNAM WAR INSIGNIA and Uniform List. I mail 
a list of Vietnam War Militaria six times per year. 
Lists are $4.00 each. Insignia are pictured so you 
know what you are buying. I always have a nice col¬ 
lection of original patches, insignia, books, maps, 
uniforms, field gear etc. Both U.S. and VC/NVA. I 
also buy singles and collections of Vietnam War 
souvenirs. 100% guarantee from me. Buy with con¬ 
fidence. BILL BROOKS, P.O. Box 230832. 
Montgomery, AL 36123. 



The Wilderness 

TACTICAL PRODUCTS 

Manufacturers and distributors 
of the finest tactical gear in the world. 


Home of the: 

• Safepacker holster 

• Click Slide (Kydex) holster 

• Zip Slide holster Jg 

• The original Instructor Belt 

• Mesh Back Attack Pack 

• Giles Sling 

• Giles Bag 

• Fast Freight Pack 

• Large Format Camera Pack 

• Halfway decent glasses case 

• and much more... 

5130 North 19th Ave., Suite 7 • Phoenix, AZ 
85015 • 602/242-4945 • 1-800/775-5650 



INFORMATION SERVICES 

Know who you are dealing with? 


Locate Telephone Number and Addres¬ 
ses, Identity Verification, Criminal 
Records Checks, Motor Vehicle 
Reports, Background Checks, Busi¬ 
ness Reports, Marriage and Death 
Records, More. Contact: 

JGS Inc. 

P.O. Box 120176, 

Staten Island, New York 10312-0176 
718-984-9012, Fax: 718-356-7256 


NUDISM LIFESTYLE: 
FAMILY RECREATION 
Publications * Videos 

$3 for details: 

LIFESTYLES-SF 

Box 661268, Los Angeles, CA 90066 


WWII RELICS! German, Japanese and American 
WWII relics! Flags, daggers, uniforms, medals, hel¬ 
mets, insignia. Four bi-weekly illustrated catalogs, 
$10. Telephone: 612-689-1146. MILITARIA, Box 
261-D, Cambridge, MN 55008. 

RHODESIAN AND SOUTH AFRICAN badges, 
medals, and uniforms to sale. For a list send $2 to 
KAPLANS, Box 890638, Lyndhurst 2106, South 
Africa. 

✓ SOLDIER OF FORTUNE RUSSIA! Collectors 
item, published in Moscow. Various months. 
Invaluable resource for researchers, military and 
intelligence professionals. Printed in Russian only. 
$5.00 each/3 for $12. Overseas, add $10 for Priority 
Mail. SOF Back Issues, 5735 Arapahoe Ave., 
Boulder, CO 80303-1340. 


EDUCATION 


TERMPAPER assistance. 19,278 topics available! 
306-page catalog—rush $2.00. Research, 11322 
Idaho, #206EX, Los Angeles, CA 90025. TOLL- 
FREE HOTLINE: 800-351-0222 or www.research- 
assistance.comm 


CABLE T.V. 

DESCRAMBLERS 

AND TEST CHIPS 


All major brands. 
30-day money back guarantee. 
1 -year warranty. 


JCB ELECTRONICS 

1 - 800 - 579-3285 


WE HAVE IT ALU 

Surveillance 


Infinity Transmitters 
FM Wireless Transmitter Kits 
Vehicle Tracking Systems 
Bug Detectors • Caller I.D. 
Telephone Register with Printer 
Long-play Recorders 
Wired Mikes • Shotgun Mikes 
Telephone Recording Adapters 
Alcohol Testers • Drug Testers 
Telephone Scramblers 
Hidden Video Cameras 
Telephone Tap Detectors 
MUCH, MUCH, MUCH MORE. 
Our 27th Year! 

Small catalog FREE. Larger catalog send $5. 
Mail Order only. Visa, MasterCard and 
C.O.D. accepted for equipment only. 
Inquire for dealers’ prices. 

A.M.C. SALES, INC. 

193 Vaquero Dr. • Boulder, CO 80303 
Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Mtn. Time 

800-926-2488 

(303) 499-5405 • Fax (303) 494-4924 
Internet: httpV/www.siteleader.com/ 
catalogdepot/AMCSC-home.html 

E-mail: amc-sales@siteleader.com 


PHOTO I.D . CARDS 

Birth Certificates 
High School Diplomas 
College Degrees 
Trade School Diplomas 
Martial Arts Certificates 
Investigator, Security Certificates 
Marriage, Divorce Certificates 
Much More! 

Call Now! FREE BROCHURE! 
1-702-471-4444 
M.P.C. 


ACCREDITED CORRESPONDENCE Bachelor - 
Ph.D.: Business, Criminal Justice, Police 
Science, Security, etc. Free Catalog. St. John’s 
University, 31916SF University Circle, 
Springfield, Louisiana 70462. 


ELECTRONICS & 
COUNTERMEASURES 


CABLE DESCRAMBLER KIT. Only $12.95 if you 
mention this magazine with your order. That’s 
$2.00 off! 1-800-752-1389 
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Men: 
Move to 
Paradise! 

Want to live in 
paradise? 

You can! 

In this exciting new 
book you’ll discover 
ways that you can 
enjoy a fabulous 
tropical lifestyle! 

Contains EVERYTHING YOU NEED including: 

“Female" Information — “Can’t miss” paradises for 
1^ sizzling romance. Enjoy hot romance with beautiful 
^ foreign women - regardless of your age, income or looks! 

Business Information — Best business opportunities 
and sources of financing. Get rich while having font 

Jfc. Job Information — Great jobs and how to get them. No Jtif 
A degree or foreign language required! A 
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Passport & Visa Information — Insiders’ secrets to 
getting visas and keeping them current! 

Others are doing U and so am you — Order now! 

Mention this ad & save $5 oflf the regular price of $24.95 
Now only $19.95 + $6.00 Shipping & Handling 
Visa/MC/Amex/Discover orders Call (800)460-5056 
or Mail check or money order to: Alexander & Watson, 
P.O. Box 330155 - Suite 7051, Ft. Worth TX 76163. 
FAST SHIPPING * MONEY BACK GUARANTEE! 
* Cannot be found In book stores. * 
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[become a gun rIpmrIxpertT 1 

1 Home study. Leam to repair 

I handguns, rifles, and shotguns. 

FREE LITERATURE: B00-223-4542 


I City/State_Zip 

■ The School of Gunsmlthlng, Dept. GGJ171 
|^CDl^606^RoswelUld.,^Atlanta^Georgi^032^ 




EMPLOYMENT 


OVERSEAS, STATESIDE. $100-$1000 daily. Now 
hiring. FREE list. ZINK'S 117, Box 587, Marshall, 
Ml 49068-0587. 

\S YOUR EMPLOYER STEALING FROM YOU? 

‘How To Get The Job You Deserve' will show you 
the secrets you need to know to open the door to 
the job of your dreams! This tape describes the 
best way to package your unique talents. Send 
$10.95 plus $1,50 S/H to: Radio America, POB 
832146, Richardson, TX 75083-2146 or call 800- 
527-2000. 


'SKELETON KEY- 

Works With Most Locks 

Amaze Your Friends 

Wfth A Lock Pkldng Demonstration. 

You gel 3 sized tension keys, the slide pick, 
precise instructions, & More. Note: this device 
is to be used for demonstration purposes only! 
Satisfaction Guaranteed or Full Refund; 2 weeks delivery. Visit 
us on the internet at http://www.imall.com/stores/safemarket 
Get this exrithg device, Send NOW Only $8.95 + $2 S&H to Safe Marketing, 
-113 N. Washington St No.3B6SF, Rockville Md 20850 — 



• HAT PINS • MEDALS 



• FREE COLOR CATALOG 

• 2500+ Military Designs 

• Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines 

• Call now! Toll-free! 
1-888-223-1159 




• Custom pins & patches available. 
Dealer inquiries welcome. 


US 


:HONORS 

T by Hoover’s Mfg., Co. 


P.O.Box 547SF, Peru, IL 61354 
Fax: 1 -815-223-1499 



1i7 U.S. GOVERNMENT LAND tjr 


Federally owned land currently available in AK, AZ. AR, CA, 
CO, ID, MT, NV, NM, OR, UT, WA, WY for $2.50 per acre 
U.S. citizens entitled to purchase up to 160 acres per 
person. For complete information package including maps, 
telephone helpline, filing forms, etc. send $20 check or 
money orderto: FEDERAL LAND CO., DeptL, Box 21598, 
Washington, DC 20009. (Note this is not homestead¬ 
ing—landsaresoldoutn^^ 


PROFESSIONAL BODYGUARD ASSOCIATION 

{Employment Notice) All US citizens with Police, 
Military, or Security experience who attend a train¬ 
ing course with the PBA, will be offered some form 
of employment contract after their training. For full 
details, send a large Self Addressed Envelope with 
either $2 or 2 International postal reply coupons to: 
The White House, 24 Cumberland Tee, Willington, 
Co Durham, DL15 OPB, ENGLAND, UK. 

CALL THE LAW ENFORCEMENT JOB LINE: Get 

all the information needed for a job in Law 
Enforcement, continuously hiring departments, 
much more. Call 1 -900-622-8258 ext. 8255, $2.99 
min, must be 18 or over, Touch tone required, 

■ Did this get your attention? It's a “Dingbat.” So 
are ✓ and 9. Add them to your SOF classified ad 
for $5/each. 


ESPIONAGE/ 

COUNTERESPIONAGE 


50,000 MAPS: Topographic, Tactical Quads, 
Travel, Political. Vietnam, Bosnia, Ohio, Anyplace! 
7700 Air Photos. Catalog $3.00 (refundable). 
MONARCH, Box 42003-203F, Phoenix, AZ 85080. 


TREE 


✓ 8 PAGE CATALOG IS FREE - Shipping is $2.00 
Military/Education Diplomas, Certificates, Awards 
any High School, College, University, Gov’t Dept., 
Euro. Coat Arms. COUCH POTATO PUBLISHING, 
4211 Little Rd. Ste 9, New Port Richey, FL 34655. 

BEST QUALITY UNIVERSITY DIPLOMAS, CER- 
TIFICATES OF TRADE SCHOOL, MILITARY, LAW. 
FREE CATALOG. PO BOX 6188, HUNTINGTON 
BEACH, CA 92646 


SURV€ILL0NC€ 

COUNTERSURVEILLANCE 
Electronic Devices 


• Hidden Video Cameras / Systems 

• "Smallest "Pinhole Board Cameras 

• Transmitter Kits • Voice Changers 

• Bug and Phone Tap Betectors 

• Shotgun Mies • Micro Recorders 

• Vehicle fracking • Locksmithing 

• Telephone Recording Systems 

• Telephone Scramblers 
• Much More... 


Catalog $5.00 

Spy Outlet 

P.O. Box 337, Buffalo NY 14226 
(716) 691-3476 / 695-8660 


KNIVES - BAYONETS 


COLD STEEL, Spyderco, Gerber, SOG, 

Benchmade, Smith & Wesson and more. Huge dis¬ 
counts! Free Ust. KNIVES PLUS MAIL ORDER, 
(800) 687-6202. 

TEXAS BOWIE FIXED BLADE (11 W) w/genuine 
leather sheath. $60 (add $5 ea S&H). Free Price 
List. Echo Canyon, 235 East Colorado, #393-SF, 
Pasadena, CA 91101. All credit cards. 

UTILITY KNIVES! Razor sharp. Great deal, so 
stock up. Satisfaction Guaranteed. 2/$1 or l2/$5. 
Add $1 S/H. 1093 Broxton Ave., #661, Los 
Angeles, CA 90024. 


MAGNETICS 


SUPERSTRONG MAGNETS. 160 pound pull. Low 
profile. Stick anything anywhere. Order 40 pound 
pull, two for just $10 or one 160 pound pull for $15. 
American Industries, Box 39951-SF, Phoenix, AZ 
85069. 


MILITARY EVENTS, 

AIR SHOWS, REUNIONS 


fiWEB™ Attention Military, Veterans: SOLDIER 
OF FORTUNE will run a 30-word notice here and 
on our Internet site for one month, half price, for any 
legitimate reunion, military base open-house, air 
show, battle re-enactment, firepower demonstration 
or similar military event. Non commercial events 
only; standard rate applies to for-profit events. 
WWW.SOFMAIi.UOjM 


MISCELLANEOUS 


✓ INTERNATIONAL SOCIETY OF MERCENAR¬ 
IES Membership Coin. Free registration with order. 
$15. ea, plus $3. S&H. John Langley, Box 804, 
Nokomis FL 34274. 

BRITISH WHEELED ARMOUR. FERRETS, 4WD, 
60 MPH, STREET LEGAL, INDIANA TITLE. WE 
NOW HAVE A LARGE NEW LOT OF MARK 2/3's. 
GOOD RUNNING, NICE LOOKING UNITS WITH 
MANY ACCESSORIES. REASONABLE PRICES. 
SEND $3.00 FOR OUR BROCHURE AND PHO¬ 
TOS. WESTERN, POB 48, SPENCER. IN 47460. 
PHONE: 812-876-2171, FAX: 812-876-3252 
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Discover the Power of 
Night Vision 

Guaranteed lowest price 
(Hi 1 st, 2nd, & 3rd gen. night vision 
binoculars, spotting scopes, pocket 
scopes, goggles, and rifle scopes 



•10 Dai| Monei|-bacH Guarantee »2 Vear Warranto 
•30 Pag Store Credit_ 


Coll now for a technical consultation, 
FREE color brochure, or price quote: 

S'(1 ■ 8'O'o• 5 i6 - 44481 

HBek International * 484 Ei Camino Red • Redwood Cty, CA 94063 
{415} 363-1404, fax (415} 363-0470 


Be a DETEC 

Explore a secret world! Fascinating 
new career.Experience a new 
adventure every day. 

Dynamic home stuay course. 

Diploma, Badge. State approved. 

FREE DETECTIVE CAREER KIT 

(714) 588-2421 u .301 

SETECTtvE TRAINING Box 909»San Juan Capo. CA 92693 



COLLOIDAL SILVER. To the many people that use 
Colloidal Silver as an antibiotic to kill bacteria and 
viruses: You can now produce your own high qual¬ 
ity Colloidal Silver for less than one cent per gallon! 
The COLLOIDAL SILVER GENERATOR is now 
available COMPLETE and will last years, for $65. 
Info $1. GREENTREES, 2756 W. Hwy. 89-A, Suite 
10, Sedona, AZ 86336. (520) 282-6547 

LET THE GOVERNMENT PAY for your new or 
existing home. Over 100 different programs avail¬ 
able. Free recorded message: (707) 448-3210. 
(8KW5) 

NEW IDENTITY? Genuine Birth Certificate! Easily 
get a new ssn, driver’s license, passport. Send 
$1.00 Write to: Creative Solutions, RR1 Box 63- 
SI 14, Eldorado, Ontario, Canada K0K1Y0 


REMAILING SERVICES 


PRIVACY, CONFIDENTIAL MAIL RECEIVING/ 

Forwarding, Since 1981 Single ReMails $1.00, 
Phone, Fax, Box, Street Address available, 
Maildrop, Box 608039-SOF, Orlando, FL 32860- 
8039,Website -http://www.orlandomaildrop.com 

PROTECT YOUR PRIVACY! P.O. Boxes, mail 
drops, and home addresses leave a trail. We are 
not a remailer, but we do have the answer! 501- 
785-3424 

QWEB™ CONFIDENTIAL ADDRESS. Mail 
received here, then forwarded to you worldwide. 
Voicemail, tool Website address 
www.netcom.com/-mailpost. MAILPOST, 2421SOF 
Pratt, Chicago, IL 60645. 773-764-0100. 800-890- 
3199. 

RELIABLE MAIL FORWARDING - Confidential 
and forwarded to you world wide. HOMETOWN 
SERVICES - TEL/FAX: (702) 575-4809, SOF1, 
P.O. Box 820, Fernley, NV 89408-0820. 


SURPLUS 


GOVERNMENT AUCTIONS in your area! Must 
sell: Cars, trucks, computers, more! Great deals! 
Call Now Toll Free: 1 -800-601-2212, extSP7770. 


O-c .628 MAQHUM^ 

-BEWARE- 

The World’s Most Powerful Blowguni 
■re DOWN & DIRTY! 

W’rite or Call For Immediate Info. 

J.W. McFARLIN COMPANY 
P.O. Box 209. Lake Havasu City. A2 86405-0209 

_Tel. (520) 855-8095 






WORLD'S LARGEST 

magazine of articles, ads, 
tech tips, rally listings, 
and news about jeeps, 
military trucks, tanks, 
Humvees, and much more! 

MILITARY @) VEHICLES" 

■.lUrtUk'll 


1 Year (six BIG 92-page issues) 

USA $18, Canada $28, All Others $31 

12-L1 Indianhead, Morristown, NJ 07960 

THE MARKETPLACE FOR 
MILITARY VEHICLES 


SEE OUR CATALOG ON COLOR VIDEO • We have the most 
complete stock of WWII German badges, caps, etc, in the U.S. 


GERMAN M-43 CAP (postpaid w/video) 

I M>a (TAKE DOWN) Grey-Green 

JKi wool with proper patch and 
buttons. State S, M or L. 
Enlisted—$38, Officers-$42 
(same cap for S.S. 

BLACK- same prices) 
W.W.#2 LTD. Box 2063-F, ST. LOUIS, MO 63158 



SURVIVAL 


MISSION NOT IMPOSSIBLE! Your mission is to 
gain information of how to stay alive and free and 
then work with others to restore self-reliance and 
individual liberty. Your first step must be to join Live 
Free International for only $20.00, get 12 big 
monthly newsletters and become an active mem¬ 
ber. Good Luck. Live Free, P.O. Box 375, Dolton, 
IL 60419-9998, USA. 

TACTICAL EQUI PM ENT/VESTS SURVIVAL sup- 
plies - everything you want all at the prices you can 
afford - Call Emergency-72-HR 805-484-7272 or e- 
mail ranger@VCOL.NET 

CAMOUFLAGE MATERIAL - 100% Cotton, 
WoodLand, Rip Stop - $12.50yd by 5Ft. Survival 
Fabrics, 550 W. 6th Street Box #7, Tustin, CA 92700 


TRAINING 


TRAINING DUMMIES: Practice chokes, armbars, 
throws, striking and weapons techniques. Used by 
martial artists and Law Enforcement academies 
worldwide. Heavyweight, lightweight and drag ver¬ 
sions available. Call or write for more information. 
OK Fine Productions, P.O. Box 225, Casper, WY 
82602, 307-266-4662. 


TRAVEL 


FREE VACATIONS! FREE UPGRADES! DIS¬ 
COUNTED TRAVEL! Earn Exceptional Corn-mis¬ 
sions. Become an Independent Travel Agent. 
G.J.S., POB 512-SF, Joshua Tree, CA 92252 USA 


VIDEOS 


INSIDE THE CIA - History, Assassination, 
Subversion - Send $80.00 for this 3 volume set to 
Planet World, Box 67219, Baltimore, MD 21215 


CDEEI Famous Medals & 
rtlEE! Badaes Cataloa! 



I* All Full Size Medals, Miniatures Medals, j 
*• Ribbons, Badges, Insignia & Patches I 
I • Fine Display Cases Mounted & Engraved I 
1 • Flag & Sword Cases 100% Guaranteed ! 1 
• Ship Photos & Histories _I 

I Send Today for FREE Color Cataloa ! I 


WRITE : Medals of America 

1929S8 Fairview Rd., Fountain Inn 
S.G. 29644 Telephone 1-864-862-6425 


L WS/rj/S_# HTJ^/WWWJJSMEDALS.COMj 


BE A LOCKSMITH! 

Home study. Learn locksmithing for a great I 
career, or to start your own at-home business. i 

FREE LITERATURE: 800-223-4542 1 


Address Phone 

Ctly State Zip 

School of Locksmithing, Dept. LKJ171 
PCDI. 6065 Roswell Rd., Atlanta. GA 3031 



New Surveillance Devices! 


Smoke Alarm Ultra miniature video cameras hidden in smoke 
and Table Clock alarm or alarm dock - your choice. Wide field of view 
Vide^Cameras and super .1 lux low light sensitivity! Undetectable! 

SC-600 TC-70 High quality B/Wwith 420 lines of 

I® ** jm resolution for ultra sharp images. 

% mam sesxsl $189.95- 

Best price on surveilfance cameras anywhere! 



L 




Telephone Transmitter Kit hidden In dual modular adaptor 

Transmits both sides of conversation to any FM radio up to 1/4 
mile.'SnapKit" technology. Uses phone line for power and 
antenn^Goes completely unnoticed. MA-fCO(jJ25 95| 

High quality cassette deck plugs fjjfar 
directly into telephone jack! Records up to’ 

12 hours of conversations on a single cassette. 
Recordin g starts and stops automatically when 

‘ ,U "* Visa/MC (800)594-1047 , 

Recorder 4> V 7 .7 J Free sfippng! Chec*/MO Question Une: (972) 255-7490] 

Seymor-Radix Inc. Box 166055-SF Irving,TX 75016 

Now you can visit us on the internet at http://www.why.net/home/sr/ 


“WORSE THAN TAILHOOK”, screamed 
“American Journal” about “lewdness and debauch¬ 
ery" outside our former Philippines bases. We offer 
full-length, uncensored videos of these actual par¬ 
ties. For catalog, send $3 to: B.A.O. Video, 47 
Raymond Ave. (SOF), Poughkeepsie, NY 12603. 

BUSTY BIKINI BIMBOS, STRIPPERS, NUDE 

DANCERS, AMATEURS, biker babes & most nude 
pay-TV events. 1000 videos, B-movies, adult cards 
& photos. 10th anniversary catalog & 30-min. pre¬ 
view video: $10 to Perfect 10, 12880 Hidalgo St, 
Desert Hot Springs CA 92240; fax 619-329-0817; 
(800) GIRL-USA; www.perfect10.com. 

COMBAT SEALS - Experience the merciless train¬ 
ing that prepares this elite force for battle. For video, 
send $17.00 to Planet World, Box 67219, 
Baltimore, MD 21215 


WANTED 


EXECUTIVE PROTECTION & INVESTIGATION 
PROFESSIONALS, join the foremost exclusive 
international NETWORKING Association available. 
We need your expertise - you need our contacts! 
Guaranteed professional development and oppor¬ 
tunities. Send $15.00 for Infopak to: BASECA, PO 
Box 1031, Andover NJ 07821. (240) 
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^Outdoor Careers! 1"| 


Home study. Train (or a career in conser¬ 
vation, forestry, wildlife, parks, zoos, more. 

Free Literature: 800-223-4542 


i 

I Ciiy/Slnla _Zip 

The School of Conservation, Dept. NNJ171 
IPCDI, 6065 Roswell Rd. Atlanta, GA 30328 




I Men & Women! Be A ... 


PRIVATE EYE 


Amazing one-of-a-kind home 
study course tells all! Want 
a life of intrigue, excitement, 
adventure?! Quickly learn from 
the experts: 

• How To Earn $100,000 A Year As Your Own Boss! 

• How To Conduct All Types Of Private Investigations, 
Skiptracing & Surveillance! 

• How To Start Your Own Private Detective Agency! 

• How To Work From Home, Part-Time or FullTime! 

• No Experience Necessary. No Investment Required! 


STATE APPROVED 


Located in the Ente rtainment Capitol 
Of the World! |(213) 879-11651 


FREE 

■PETALS 


UNITED STATES ACADEMY 
OF PRIVATE INVESTIGATION 
P.O. BOX 2133 (SF) 
BEVERLY HILLS, CA 90213 



TELEPHONE 
SURVEILLANCE DEVICE 

W/12 HR. RECORDER 

Autorralically record all incoming and outgoing 
calls! $99.95+ 5.00 sh Telephone surveillance 
device $19.95 +S2 sh (seperately) 

VERY POWERFUL FM TRANSMITTER 

Transmils voice to any FM radio up to 'A mi. Easy to 
assemble kit. Up to 9V (not incl.) $19.95 + $2 sh. 

For comprehensive 50 page catalog ol Micro Video, 
VHF Transmitters, Surveillance & Counter- 
Surveillance and much more! Send $3.00. 

Call 407-725-1000 

USI CORP 

P.0. Box SF2052 Melbourne, FL 32902 

COD'S OK 



1x1* 


U.S. MILITARY INSIGNIA 

1940 through Current 
Large Catalog, $3.00 
SAUNDERS 

Box 3133-SF • Naples. FL 33939-3133 




WEBSITES 


Qweb™ NEW CATEGORY - For only $25/month 
(2-month/$50 minimum), you can list your Website 
or Internet URL +10 words right here. This is a 
great way to get out the word on your site. 
$10/month more gets it listed on the SOF website 
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2 For 

* 64 95 <• / #102 NATO 

Plus $4 MILITARY 

Ship/ Mf* 3V4" Stainless 

Hndlg blade. Front open¬ 

ing, fast lever-action 

#104 THE GODFATHER. 

Stiletto. 4" lightning-quick 
side open stainless steel blade 
Lifetime Money-Back Guarantee. 

| Order 2 knives & get FREE! Swiss Army Knife 

ICheck or M O to PERFORMANCE KNIVES 


Il202 Lexington Ave (Rm 192 Dept. SA-8), New York, NY10028 

^Limited offer, ACT NOW 1 -800-324-4371^ 


(WW.SOFMAG.COM). Limited time offer; prepay 
up to 12 months at this low rate. 

QWEB™ EAGLE INDUSTRIES offers a full on-line 
catalog of military and tactical gear for the profes¬ 
sional. 

Qweb™ SOUTH AFRICAN ARMY TALK: 

Veterans and researchers’ Email list. Contact: - 
http://www.tragedy.demon.co.uk/sentinei 


Soldier of Fortune Aduertisting Rates and Requirements 


CLASSIFIED Advertising: $3 per word per insertion, $60 minimum. You may prepay two months for 10% discount; six months for 20% discount; or 
take 30% off for 12 months prepaid ($2.10/word). QWEB™ INTERNET ADs are just $20 extra. See below for details. Repeat your same ad in 
another section for half price. $10 charge for copy changes on long-term ads (new address, Dept. #/key code, etc.). “Dingbats” (✓,#;■), bold 
words (other than first 3-4): $5.00/each extra. Computer word count of grammatically correct copy. EXAMPLE: PO Box 693 = 3 words; 80306 and 
303-449-3750, Dl, 20mm, etc. each = 1 word; abbreviations such as DI, SGT, 20mm = 1 word. No ads accepted by telephone. Ad copy must be 
typed. If you cannot type it, include an additional $10, and print clearly. Include authorizing signature, mailing address, telephone or fax number 
(for our files) and e-mail address if available. Mail classified ads with payment to SOF, ATTN: Classified Dept., at address below. E-mail your ad 
for 5 free words. We also accept display ads by e-mail. 

DISPLAY Advertising: Rates start at $140/month for 1" (2.5 cm) boxed text ads in our classified section. We will typeset such ads (up to 2Va x 4” 
size) for a 1-time charge of $10, and we will include appropriate clip art for an additional $20. Supply Depot rates start at $296/month for a 1/12th 
page ad and $407/month for 1/6th page. Regular display rates start at $519/month for 1 /6th page B&W ads; $1245 for full color. Rates quoted 
here are based on a 12x contract. We give generous discounts for digital materials and offer professional graphic design services at reasonable 
prices. We will give any display advertiser 30% off on classified advertising ($2.10/word), 

Owes™ INTERNET ADs are now available on the Soldier of Fortune web site (WWW. SOFMAG.COM) at special Introductory prices. 

Classified advertisers: Pay $20/month in addition to your print ad cost for each text ad; $30/month for small display ads. Free QwEB™ tag for 
your print text ad included. Display advertisers: $50/month surcharge for B&W ads, $100/month color. Limited availability; some restrictions apply. 
Prices subject to change. Inquire for rates on hypertext links to your site. 


CONTACT US at: Omega Group Advertising * 5735 Arapahoe Ave. • Boulder, CO 80303-1340 
Telephone; 1-303-449-3750 ext, 4 • Fax: 1-303-444-5617 • E-mail: advert@sofmag.com 
On-Line Media Kit: www.sofmag.com/mediakit.html 


NOTICE To Advertisers: We reserve the right to refuse any ad for any reason and to delete or change any copy that we consider objectionable, 
false or in poor taste. It is our policy not to accept advertisements for: • Personal services, including ‘will do anything’ or ‘go anywhere’type ads. 

* Nazi memorabilia and racist, misogynist or anti-Semitic materials, and any material which in our opinion may encourage illegal acts. 

* Sexually oriented material such as pornography and explicit telephone services. 

* Drug oriented material, stimulants, poisons and paraphernalia, except for legal pharmaceuticals. 

* Matchmaking, introduction and ‘mail-order bride’ services. 

- Illegal and counterfeit documentation, identification papers and military certificates. 

* Locksmithing tools and materials, except for ads from bonded schools of locksmithing. 

* Explosives and related material, except for recognized military and civil contractors. 

* Any materials in conflict with U.S. law and the mission and desired perception of Soldier of Fortune and Omega Group. 

We accept no ads without signed authorization or an insertion order, Advertisers offering information packets for a fee must send 
sample (non-returnable). All ads must be prepaid (check, wire transfer, money order or Visa/MC). 

HOLD Harmless Agreement: By authorizing placemen! of advertisement in Soldier of Fortune, advertiser agrees to abide by all applicable local, state, 
national and international laws governing his product or service. Advertiser further agrees that Soldier of Fortune and Omega Group shall have no liabili¬ 
ty beyond the price charged for the advertisement in the event of any losses incurred by him due to his ad running (or not running) in Soldier of Fortune. 
NOTICE To Readers: SOLDIER OF FORTUNE is an adult magazine of national and international distribution. There may be products advertised 
or described herein for which sale, possession or interstate transportation is restricted, prohibited or subject to special licensing requirements. 
Soldier Of Fortune does not verify validity of every advertisement and/or the legality of every product offered. Purchasers should consult their 
local law enforcement authorities. Soldier Of Fortune does not intend for any product or service advertised to be used illegally. Should any read¬ 
er have a problem with an advertiser, he should seek assistance from his nearest postal inspector and also contact our advertising department. 
Soldier of Fortune and Omega Group assume no responsibility nor liability for any losses incurred by purchasers due to non-compliance with 
applicable laws or for any other reasons. Caveat emptor,', buyer beware. 
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Red Menace 


Continued from page 59 


their “clients,” a deserter and a Chechnya 
vet charged with a friendly fire death, were 
going through the first steps of their legal 
process. The committee’s contract psychol¬ 
ogist was holding a group-therapy session. 

Prison Or Back To The Army 

“I wanted to join the army,” explained 
Alexander, 23, as he signed a number of 
legal papers given him by the committee, 
“and when I saw the conditions at 
Balashikha [army base outside Moscow] 
I left.” 

Alexander said the charge of desertion 
with theft is false. He admitted to leaving 
his post but denied taking his rifle with him. 
“That’s not true,” said the pale-skinned 
native of Lipetsk, a small industrial city 360 
kilometers southeast of Moscow. “I never 
took my weapon.” 

“I remember when I first joined the 
army, I had so many good plans,” Alexander 
continued. “After four weeks of basic train¬ 
ing, I could join a special ministry of interi¬ 
or unit: the Dzerzhinskiy Division.” (That 
MVD military unit was named after “Iron 
Felix” Dzerzhinskiy, founder of the Cheka: 
Lenin’s secret police.) 

Alexander described how officers and 
older soldiers routinely abuse younger 
recruits, demanding bribes and food, and 
inflicting beatings on a whim. 

“They [officers] didn’t care about train¬ 
ing us,” Alexander said. “They drank a lot, 
and when we finally got to our division we 
were unprepared.” 

Alexander said he believed that when he 
was assigned to the Drzhinski Division his 
problems would be over with. Although the 
food was better and the division had ade¬ 
quate supplies and modem equipment, the 
mentality among the officers was still the 
same. “I always had to give my ration to my 
lieutenant. This problem is army wide. The 
army itself isn’t normal. If I didn’t leave, 
my situation would be terrible.” 

Alexander said he and many other 
young soldiers were regularly beaten by 
their officers for not turning over their pay 
and for not getting them alcohol. “One 
time I just didn’t have any money to give 
them for alcohol, and they beat me nearly 
to death ... so I left.” 

He was AWOL for six months. The army 
wants him to return to his unit, face a mild 
penalty of a few months in the stockade, and 
continue on with his service. “I have two 
days to agree,” Alexander said, “or they said 
they’ll court-martial me and put me in 
prison for five years.” 

Alexander did not want to go to jail, 
but returning to his unit was not a happy 
prospect, either. “I don’t believe they 
won’t touch me; this unit is famous for 
its violence.” The unit’s chain of com¬ 
mand is totally corrupt, he said, and the 
morale there was bad. “The officers were 


the problem. We have a saying: ‘The fish 
rots from the head.’” 

Justice Moves Slowly 

Twenty-five year-old Slava said that it 
was the army’s violent, don’t-give-a-damn 
mentality that led him to mistakenly kill a 
fellow soldier last year during his tour in 
Chechnya last year. 

“I was a killing machine by the end of 
my first six-month tour,” the stocky veteran 
of special forces (Voiska Spetsialnovo 
Naznacheniya : Spetsnaz ) told us. “A lot of 
times conscripts would go outside the 
perimeter fence wearing civilian clothes. I 
couldn’t tell if they were Russians or 
Chechen, so I shot. I didn’t know.” 

If he was convicted at his court martial, 
he could get up to 15 years’ imprisonment, 
Slava said. “They took such a long time to 
charge me; I don’t understand it,” he said. 
“Why did they wait until my contract 
ended? No one said a word until this guy’s 
[victim’s] family made a complaint. Then 
they needed someone. I guess it’s me.” 

Slava said he was a member of the “33rd 
Department,” which he described as a bat¬ 
talion of Spetsnaz troops who fought in 
Chechnya on a “contract basis.” 

“I made about 8 million rubles [about 
U.S. $1,400] for my first six months in 
Chechnya,” Slava recalled. “I was stationed 
at the Grozny airport, and later I was in 
Hankala, a suburb of Grozny.” 

Slava said the Russian army still is 
strong, but complained that the leadership 
needs a major overhaul. “There’s no coop¬ 
eration.” 

His military career began seven years 
ago, first in the morskaya pekhota (naval 
infantry) and then with duty as a drill 
instructor, before being accepted into spe¬ 
cial forces, he said. “I wasn’t a violent per¬ 
son before I joined, but in Chechnya there 
were no rules and no one said ‘Don’t kill 
him,’ or ‘Kill that one and not that one.’ I 
shot anyone that came in front of my 
bunker. We had a lot of guys, conscripts, 
that would go AWOL and put on civilian 
clothes. We had a lot of guys who would 
join the bandits. Those guys always got it 
when they were caught.” 

As to his fate in the upcoming court mar¬ 
tial, Slava remarked: “The army will do 
what they want. I don’t know what will hap¬ 
pen. I don’t even remember that day or that 
guy. I didn’t see him.” 

According to the mothers’ committee, 
Slava’s case is not unusual. The army regu¬ 
larly takes months or even years to bring 
charges against men who committed crimes 
while in uniform. 

“The army is weak now,” a spokes¬ 
woman said. “They have no more will. 
First it was Afghanistan, now it’s 
Chechnya. The army and its soldiers are 
confused and need help.” 

Mark H. Milstein is SOF's chief foreign 
correspondent . He is based in Budapest, 
and plans more coverage of the Russian 
army . ^ 
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Report To The Commander in Chief 


Dear Mr. President: 

In 52 years of hanging around soldiers, I 
have seldom seen the cutting edge of our 
fighting forces so dull, nor morale lower. The 
last time it fell so badly was during the 
Vietnam War. 

This gutting of American arms has hap¬ 
pened on your watch and it’s not because 
there’s not enough money. Since Desert 
Storm, combat effectiveness has gone down 
hill like an out-of-control freight train even 
though we now spend 18 cents of every tax¬ 
payer dollar on defense. 

The $300 billion a year we spend on war- 
fighting and intelligence is more than ade¬ 
quate, especially when you consider that our 
forces today are 30% smaller than they were 
in 1991 and there’s no real enemy in sight. 

If you divide all these defense dollars by 
the number of true warriors — those who 
actually engage in combat — our forces are 
getting more money per head in 1997 than 
during the most dangerous period of the 
cold war. 

I know you have never served, nor have 
any of your close civilian advisors, so it 
would be only natural for you to believe what 
you’re told by the Chairman of the JCS, 

General John Shalikashvili. 

It could be, Mr. President, that you have 
fallen for the propaganda from a general 
who’s become part of the Military Industrial 
Congressional Complex and has long forgotten what happens down 
in the trenches. 

If Shah were still in touch and abiding by his oath, he would be 
screaming: We are no longer good to go! 

I suggest you assemble Shali and your service chiefs and ask 
them the following questions: 

Why are there more colonels than machine gunners in the U.S. 
Army? 

Why are there 150,000 military personnel hunkered down 
around Washington, D.C., when infantry platoons, who close with 
the enemy, are uniformly 30-to-40% under strength? 

Why does NATO have 44 U.S. Army generals in Europe when 
we have but four fighting brigades there? This is roughly one gen¬ 
eral per rifle/tank company? 

Why do the top general and admiral in NATO have plush villas 
and fat staffs which require millions of dollars per year to support 
while many of our warriors live in tin trailers and can’t make it 
without food stamps? 

Why do we have a national strategy which calls for our forces 


to be able to fight two Desert Storm-like 
wars simultaneously when we can’t handle 
even one? 

Why are we buying more high-tech air¬ 
craft such as F-22 jet fighters, which alone 
will cost over $64 billion, and more missiles, 
helicopters, submarines, and ships, when the 
soldiers who fight on the ground are still 
packing essentially the same gear their dads 
toted in Vietnam? 

Why is our warriors’ chemical protec¬ 
tion/detection gear totally inadequate? Didn’t 
we learn from the Gulf War? 

Why are pilots, young ground combat 
leaders and old-salt NCOs quitting in unpar¬ 
alleled numbers? 

The truth is that our defense dollars don’t 
go to the right places. 

Instead, we buy weapons and other exotic 
hardware, which is good for the porkers and 
their pals, but bad for our country and the 
warriors who defend it. 

The Pentagon spends too much money on 
blubber and not enough to muscle up its fight¬ 
ers. Fat higher headquarters and a bloated 
officers’ corps that’s at least 50% larger than 
needed steal resources from our line units. 

Our tooth-to-tail ratio is so bad that we’ll 
be wearing dentures to our next war. Sure we 
have 1.4 million military personnel on the 
books, but we have only 29,000 trigger 
pullers — the indispensable riflemen who 
put holes in enemy soldiers. 

Your politically correct civilian defense chiefs have eviscerated 
our force with their constant politicking, treating the profession of 
arms as though it were an 8-to-5 operation like the Post Office, 
rather than one whose life-and-death mission is to defend America. 

I have a suggestion for you, Mr. President. Once you have heard 
your chiefs’ replies, call in USMC General John Sheehan and 
bounce their answers off him. He’s a four star who runs the Atlantic 
Command, the kind of warrior leader who would make a great 
Chairman of the JCS. But stand by for the hard truth. 

■ -■ ? . ..'.. : 

Http://www.hackworth.com is the address of 
David Hackworth’s home page. 

Copyright 1997 David H. Hackworth 
Distributed by King Features Syndicate, Inc. 

Hackworth’s best-selling book. Hazardous Duty , has topped 
90,000 copies in worldwide sales. ^ 



Col. David Hackworth (Ret.) also 
writes a syndicated weekly column 
titled “Defending America.” “Hack” 
doesn't pull any punches and many lib¬ 
eral rags won't carry his writing. If 
your local paper falls into that catego¬ 
ry, call the editor and let him know 
you'd like to see “Defending America” 
on the Op-Ed page. It's syndicated by 
King Features, 235 E. 45 ^ St., New 
York, NY 10017. 
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Caliber .223 Cal., 5.56x45mm 
Barrel: 24* Stainless Steel. Extra 
Heavy Bull Barrel. 1.150' dia. 
Length: 42.25" 

Weight 11 lbs. approx. 

Stock: New Skeletonized Black Zytel 
composition A2 Stock 
Assembly 

Upper New Hi-Rider Flat Top Upper 
Sights: Scope only (not included) 
Capacity: 20 Rd Mags. 1 0 Rd Mags, 

30 Rd Mags 

Features: Rat Top Upper Receiver. Push 
Pin, Pivot Pin. Aluminum Free 
Roat Handguard 
Action: Semi Auto 
Operation: Gas 

Method of Locking: Rotating Bolt 

Rifling: 6Groqyes, 1-9 Twist 

Numerous Custom Options Are Available 


40mm Grenade, Flare Launcher 
M37 Upper fits existing AR-15 lower 
receiver assemblies. 


DPMS is also your source for 
Leatherwood ART II Scopes, 
AK-15 parts, kits and various 
replacement barrel assemblies. 
Send $1 for latest retail catalog. 


Defense Procurement Manufacturing Services Inc. 
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NO BETTER VALUE ANYWHERE ! 

BUY DIRECT FROM IMPORTER ! 

Save more than 50% on Finest Swiss Watches 

FuU Money Back Guarantee. 2 Year Warranty. Same Day Shipping, 






Eedra Magnetic GD-129DL36 


Courier Automatic CD-310M35 


Solid stainless steel, SWISS 
R726 movement 13 jewels, 
159 separate parts & 
tolerances to 0.004 mm. 
Luminescent hands and 
numbers. Speed tachymetre. 
Calendar date dial. Velour 
blackface. W/R to 150 feet. 
$595 $279 plus $6 s&h. 


Diplomat Automatic CD-320E76 


Solid stainless steel. Skeleton 
see-through back, SWISS ETA 
2685 automatic movement. 

25 jewels, 4 hands. Calendar 
date pointer, water resistant to 
150 feet. Lustro white dial. 
SeriaJ 

s&h. 


Solid 316L stainless steel. 25 
jewel SWISS ETA automatic 
movement, skeleton see-thru 
back. Giucydur balance wheel 
set in large ruby jewel. Nivarox 
hairspring beats 28,800 times 
per hour as seen thru open 
eye on dial, W/R to 150 feet 
$549 $249 plus $6 s&h. 


Pilol Commander 


Solid stainless steel 
chronograph with solid 
stainless steel band, double 
lock clasp, screw-in back 
and crown, split second & 
elapsed time, rotating 360° 
bezel, flat mineral lens, 
tritium hands, w/r to 330 
feet and much more. 

S35D VALUE, 

HOW ONLY $159 PLUS $6 S&H 


Solid stainless steel. SWISS 
R726 mov’t made of 159 parts 
with tolerances to 0.004 mm. 13 
jewels, Speed tachymetre. 
Calendar date dial. Lumines¬ 
cent hands and numbers. 

Water Resistant to 150 feet. 
$595 $269 plus $6 s&h. 


Wing Commander 


K Solid stainless steel 
gold finished case and 
band with six hands, 
four dials, solid two 
tone stainless steel 
band, sapphire lens, 
rotating flight computer- 
bezel, tritium hands, 
double lock clasp, 
W/R to 330 ft. $450 VALUE, 
NOW ONLY $179 PLUS $6 S&H. 


Designed for military pilots, both chronographs have VD57 Quartz 
movements made by SEIKO Corp. Not available anywhere else. 
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